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January 8, 2023  9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 

EPIPHANY of OUR LORD 

The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season with a celebration of God’s glory 

revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all nations and 

people. Like the light of the star that guided the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who we are: children of 

God who are claimed and washed in the waters of baptism. We are sent out to be beacons of the light of Christ, 

sharing the good news of God’s love to all people. 
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GATHERING 

PRELUDE Mark Jones, organ 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(stand) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the Word made flesh, our life and our salvation.

C Amen.

P Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection 

P God of life,

C you promise good news of great joy for all people, and call us to be messengers of your peace.

We confess that too often we hoard our joy, our resources, and our security. We nurture 

conflict and build barriers. We neglect the needs of our neighbors and ignore the groaning of 

creation. Have mercy on us. Where we are self-centered, open our hearts. Where we are 

reluctant, give us courage. Where we are cynical, restore our trust. Renew us with your grace 

and give us again the hope of eternal life in you. Amen. 

P Hear the good news: We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises through the outpouring of

the Holy Spirit. In ☩ Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. Sing with joy, for all the ends of the 

earth shall know the salvation of God. 

C Amen.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” ELW 275 vs 1, 3, 4 

1 Angels, from the realms of glory, 

wing your flight o'er all the earth; 

once you sang creation's story, 

now proclaim Messiah's birth: 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the newborn king. 

3 Sages, leave your contemplations, 

brighter visions beam afar; 

seek the great desire of nations, 

you have seen his natal star. 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the newborn king. 

Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt., 

sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4 

4 All creation, join in praising 

God, the Father, Spirit, Son, 

evermore your voices raising 

to the eternal Three in One. 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the newborn king. 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE “Glory to God” ACS 911 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P O God,  

C on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead us now by faith 

to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of your glory, 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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WORD 
 
(sit) 

FIRST READING Isaiah 60:1-6 
Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her because the light of God’s presence is in her midst. The 

bountiful food of the sea and the profits of international trade will come streaming to Jerusalem and thereby declare God’s 

praise. 
rise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 2For darkness shall 

cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will 

appear over you. 3Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

 4Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come 

from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 5Then you shall see and be 

radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the 

wealth of the nations shall come to you. 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of 

Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall 

proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

L  Word of God, Word of Life.     C  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 72:1-7, 10-14 (read responsively, follow choir for refrain) 

 
1Give the king your justice, O God, 

and your righteousness to the king’s son; 

 2that he may rule your people righteously 

 and the poor with justice; 
3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 

and the hills, in righteousness. 

 4Let him defend the needy among the people, 

 rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor. R 

 
5May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 

from one generation to another. 

 6Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 

 like showers that water the earth. 
7In his time may the righteous flourish; 

and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 

 10May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute, 

  and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts. R 

 
11May all kings bow down before him, 

and all the nations do him service. 

 

A 
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 12For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress, 

  the oppressed, and those who have no helper. 
13He has compassion on the lowly and poor, 

and preserves the lives of the needy. 

 14From oppression and violence he re-deems their lives, 

  and precious is their blood in his sight. R  

 

SECOND READING Ephesians 3:1-12 
What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known through the gospel ministry of Paul and others. In Christ 

both Jews and Gentiles participate in the richness of God’s promised salvation. 

his is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—2for surely 

you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, 3and how the 

mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4a reading of which will 

enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In former generations this mystery 

was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the 

Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the 

promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 

 7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me by the 

working of his power. 8Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring 

to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make everyone see what is the plan of 

the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; 10so that through the church the wisdom of 

God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly 

places. 11This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our 

Lord, 12in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him. 

L  Word of God, Word of Life.    C  Thanks be to God. 
 

(stand)  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

  

T 
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P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. 

C Glory to you, O Lord.  

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 2:1-12 
God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. Strangers from a faraway land, they 

welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel. 

n the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 

Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star 

at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all 

Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 

them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 

written by the prophet: 

 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

 for from you shall come a ruler 

  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 

 7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had 

appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you 

have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9When they had heard the 

king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped 

over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed 

with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid 

him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 

myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by 

another road. 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(sit)  
CHILDREN’S BLESSING 9:00 AM 
Children (aged 3 years through 5th grade) are invited to come forward for a blessing. Then, they  may either return to their seat 

and use the Spark Bible and/or activity bags during the regular sermon, or follow Ms. Boe upstairs for an activity in the Sunday 

School room, and Ms. Carlsen for Children’s Choir. 
 

SERMON Vicar Olson Kopp 
 

  

I 
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(stand) 

HYMN OF THE DAY “In the Beginning” vs. 1 & 3 

  based on John 1:1-18 by Vicar Olson Kopp 
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THE NICENE CREED  

P God has made us God’s people through our Baptism into Christ. 

 Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.  

C We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

 he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

 and became truly human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 he suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again 

 in accordance with the scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Response:     P God of grace,    

 C  hear our prayer. 
 

(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to their needs) 
 

Sympathy: to the family and friends of Bud Gogetap, husband of Terri Gogetap; to the family and 

friends of Deborah “Annie” Kuehn, mother of Corcoran (Michelle) Kuehn 
 

Prayers This Week: Marv Anderson, Betty Callies, Ruth & Charles Martis 
  

On-going Care: Don Burton, Shirley Dietrich, Carol Duncan, Mike Edris, Marge Grabow, Casey 

Hansen, Susie Henry, Richard & Betty Holzer, Joan Jacobson-Trotter, Jason Klonglan, Rosanne Klug, 

Orville & Julie Knapp, Chris Meyer, Lara McCormick, Darlene White, Debra Woosley 
 

Other Prayers: Those serving in the military – Brenden Frerck, Wyatt Johnson, Tyler Johnston, Michael 

McNeill, Daniel Milstead, Cody Ray, Sheldon Skovgaard, Michael Vutov, Joel Woosley 
 

Other Prayers: Those serving in mission –  Rev. Chandran Paul Martin, India; Dr. Stephen & Jodi 

Swanson, Tanzania; Katie Larson, Columbia; Rev. Robert and Kathy Moore, Wittenburg Center, 

Germany;  and Dan & Ginny Rath, international translators; our sister congregation, the American Church 

in Berlin, as they assist refugees from the war in Ukraine 
 

Other Prayers: Seminarians— Katie Larson, Giselle Loucks, Justin Perkins 

 
THE PEACE IS SHARED 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always.  

 C  And also with you. 
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MEAL 
 

(sit) 

THE OFFERING IS RECEIVED 

We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this 

church possible. We encourage everyone to give. If you are visiting with us today, please do not 

feel obligated to participate in this portion of worship. If you would like, use the QR code 

scanner on your smart phone to give online or place your offering in the plates that are located 

at the entrances to the Sanctuary. For those of you watching through our media outlets, if you 

are able, please mail in your offering or donate online. Thank you!  
 

THE TABLE IS PREPARED 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM  “Arise, Shine! Your Light Has Come” by Mary McDonald 
  

(stand) 

OFFERTORY HYMN        “What Feast of Love” ELW 487 vs. 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 P God of abundance,   

 C  receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our hearts with the song of the angels, and 

gather us at your table of celebration. Strengthen us to share with all the world the 

abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. Amen. 
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HOLY COMMUNION  

P The Lord be with you.  C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts.  C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 

praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star 

he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved 

Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs 

of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 

 
SANCTUS 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

 P Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: …  

  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 

  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

 P With this bread and cup … We look with hope for his coming. 

 C Come, Lord Jesus. 

 P Holy God, we long for your Spirit …  

  Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

 C Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

 P All praise and glory are yours, …  

  one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

 C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven.  

  Give us this day our daily bread;  

   and forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

   and lead us not into temptation,  

   but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom, 

   and the power,  

   and the glory,  

   forever and ever. Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI 

 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION   

 P Glory to God in the highest!  

 C We come to the table of peace.  
 

(sit) 

THE DISTRIBUTION 

All baptized Christians who confess Jesus Christ as Lord and his Real Presence in, with and under the bread and 

wine, are welcome to the Lord’s Supper. We believe that this is the Lord’s table and is he who invites you. So you who 

are strong in faith, come with gratitude. You who feel weak in faith, come to be strengthened. And you who feel you 

have no faith, come so that the God of steadfast love will touch your heart with hope and joy. The form of 

distribution is intinction: you will receive the consecrated bread and then you may dip the bread into the wine. 

Gluten free bread is available upon request. 
 

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION    “Now the Silence” ELW 460 
 

 Now the silence  Now the peace  Now the empty hands uplifted 

 Now the kneeling  Now the plea  Now the Father's arms in welcome 
  

Now the hearing  Now the pow'r  Now the vessel brimmed for pouring 

 Now the body  Now the blood  Now the joyful celebration 
 

 Now the wedding  Now the songs  Now the heart forgiven leaping 

 Now the Spirit's visitation  Now the Son's epiphany 

 Now the Father's blessing  Now  Now  Now 
 

 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919 

Text © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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  “The First Noel” ELW 300 
 

1 The first Noel the angel did say 

 was to certain poor shepherds in fields as 

they lay; 

 in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 

 on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 

 

Refrain 

 Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 

 Born is the King of Israel. 

 

2 They looked up and saw a star 

 shining in the east beyond them far; 

 and to the earth it gave great light, 

 and so it continued both day and night.  

Refrain 

 

3 And by the light of that same star 

 three wise men came from country far; 

 to seek for a king was their intent, 

 and to follow the star wherever it went.  

Refrain 

 

4 This star drew near to the northwest, 

 o'er Bethlehem it took its rest; 

 and there it did both stop and stay 

 right over the place where Jesus lay.  Refrain 

 

5 Then entered in those wise men three, 

 full rev'rently upon their knee, 

 and offered there in his presence 

 their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense.  

Refrain 
 

Text: English traditional 

 
 (stand) 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 P God our redeemer, 
 C you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace, truth, and life. As you have gathered us in joy, 

  send us forth as messengers of your peace. Make us shine with the good news of your glory, 

  born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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SENDING 
 

DISMISSAL OF EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
 

BLESSING 

P God bless you and keep you, ☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, and the Spirit send peace upon 

your hearts, now and forever. 
 

THREE-FOLD AMEN 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN “Brightest and Best of the Stars” ELW 303 vs 1, 3-5 
 

1 Brightest and best of the stars of the 

morning, 

 dawn on our darkness and lend us your aid. 

 Star of the east, the horizon adorning, 

 guide where our infant redeemer is laid. 

 

3 What shall we give him, in costly devotion? 

 Shall we bring incense and off'rings divine, 

 gems of the mountain and pearls of the 

ocean, 

 myrrh from the forest or gold from the 

mine? 

 

4 Vainly we offer each ample oblation, 

 vainly with gifts would his favor secure; 

 richer by far is the heart's adoration, 

 dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 

 

5 Brightest and best of the stars of the 

morning, 

 dawn on our darkness and lend us your aid. 

 Star of the east, the horizon adorning, 

 guide where our infant redeemer is laid. 
 

 

 

 
Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt. 

 

DISMISSAL 

P Christ the Savior is born!  

 Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 

C Thanks be to God.  
  

POSTLUDE  Mark Jones, organ 

+     +     + 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 

Annual License #SAS006828. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-705181.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, ©1989, Division of 

Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved.  Evangelical Lutheran Worship ©2006 Augsburg Fortress. All Creations Sings ©2020 Augsburg Fortress, an imprint of 1517 

Media. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26828. CCLI License #1511530. 

 



KOUNTZE	STAFF	
  
Pr. Stephen Grif ith Transition Senior Pastor 
Pr. Shari Duminy Associate Pastor 
Pr. Ashley Hall Associate Pastor 
Gretchen Olson Kopp Vicar 
Kristin Boe Christian Ed Coordinator 
Debbie Bogue Of ice Manager 
Sarah Jewell Administrative Assistant 
Noni Cambridge Staff Treasurer 
Judi Boe Financial Secretary 
Jim Smejkal Bldg. Super./Dir. of Cong. 
 Activities 
Louis Flake Night Manager 
Kayla Slaight Janitorial Staff 
Barbara Carlsen Dir. of Music & Fine Arts 
Mark Jones Organist 
David Gerard Saturday Accompanist 
Shannon Picha Nursery Director 
Susann Henry Food Pantry Director 

January	7	&	8,	2023	
	

Kountze	Memorial	Lutheran	Church	is	a	vibrant,	historic	faith	
community	that	welcomes	all	and	provides	ministries	for	all	ages	
and	walks	of	life.		We	are	a	“City‐wide	Church	with	a	World‐
wide	Ministry”	and	have	been	worshiping,	growing,	and	serving	
in	downtown	Omaha	for	over	160	years.	If	you	are	new	to	Kountze	
Memorial,	we	invite	you	to	visit	the	Welcome	Desk	in	Fellowship	
Hall	for	more	information	about	who	we	are	and	what	we	do. 

2650	Farnam	Street	 Omaha,	NE	68131	
402‐341‐7761	 www.kmlchurch.org	

Today	at	Kountze	

Altar	Flowers	are	given	to	the	glory	of	God	by Lee and 
Jean Johnson in honor of Mary Ann Johnson’s birthday 
and in memory of Pr. Bob Johnson and the anniversary of 
his ordination. 

Kountze	Café	
9:30—11:00	AM	
Join us each Sunday for breakfast. The suggested 
donation is $5 adults, $2.50 children 12 and younger for 
the hot breakfast and a free-will donation for the 
continental breakfast.  

Nursery	
Sundays,	8:45	AM—Noon	
Children	0—2	years	
Please ask an usher if you are unsure as to where our 
nursery is and would like to use it.	We are need 
volunteers to assist as we are required to have two 
people In the nursery to remain open. High schoolers or 
other adults are encouraged to e-mail 
Nursery@kmlchuch.org or reach out to Shannon Picha 
personally if interested in assisting. 

Sunday	School  
Sundays,	10:10	‐	10:50	AM	
Join us on Sundays on the 2nd loor for Sunday School. 
Preschool 1 (2-4 yrs.) meets from 9:00—10:00 AM (child 
care for those too old for the nursery). 

Sunday	School	Focus	This	Week	
Epiphany is a word that means showing forth or 
appearance and refers to Jesus Christ manifesting to the 
world. It commemorates how a star led the Wise Men to 
the baby Jesus.  

Youth	Forum	
Grades	7—12	

7th – 12th graders meet each Sunday from 10:10 to 
10:50 AM in the Youth Room. Join us for this time of 

Holy	Communion	
All who are baptized and trust in Christ's presence in Holy 
Communion are invited to commune at the Lord's Table. 
Children not yet communing will receive a blessing. 
Instructions will be provided during worship. It is the 
understanding of the universal Church that those who wish 
to commune with bread only (especially for health reasons) 
have communed fully. Our form of distribution is Intinction. 

Children	in	Worship	
We believe that all are welcome in worship and encourage 
families to worship together. Activity bags, children’s bibles, 
and bulletins are available, as well as a room just off the 
west side of the main sanctuary, that includes a TV and a 
variety of toys, games, and books for young children. 

Nursery 
Our nursery is available from 9:00 AM—noon for children 
0—2 years. Please ask an usher if you are unsure as to 
where our nursery is and would like to use it 

Attendance	Cards	
All those attending worship are encouraged to ill out the 
card included in your bulletin and place in the offering plate. 

Large	Print	Bulletins	and	Listening	Devices	
Please speak to an usher if you would like a large print 
bulletin or an assisted listening device. 

E‐news	&	Social	Media	
If you would like to receive our weekly e-news and monthly 
e-newsletter, add your  e-mail address to the attendance 
card in your bulletin. 

Thank	you	for	supporting	the	ministries	of	Kountze	
Memorial	Lutheran	Church.	



Today	at	Kountze,	continued	

January	8	Sunday	
Epiphany of Our Lord 
Homebound Communion 
 8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir Rehearsal 
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs) 
9:15 AM Children's Choir (K-5) 
9:30—11:00 AM Breakfast 
10:10 AM Sunday School (2yr-6th gr) 
10:10 AM Youth Forum (gr 7-12) 
10:10 AM Adult Forum 
12:15 PM Book Group 

January	9	Monday	
10:00 AM Pantry 
6:00 PM Bible Study 

January	10	Tuesday	
9:00 AM Staff Meeting 

January	11	Wednesday	
9:00 AM Sewing Group 
11:00 AM Bible Study 
12:15 PM Worship 
1:00 PM Devotions @ deFreese Manor 
6:00 PM Executive Committee 
6:00 PM Con irmation Class 

January	12	Thursday	
Council Reports Due 
9:30 AM WELCA Board 
11:30 AM Property Committee 
4:00 PM Healing Gift Free Clinic 

January	13	Friday	
Wedding Rehearsal 
5:00 PM Pantry 
5:00 PM Service Project—Pantry & Movie Night/Pizza 

January	14	Saturday	
2:00 PM Williamsen & Koerperich Wedding 
5:00 PM Worship 

January	15	Sunday	
Baptism of Our Lord 
Good News Deadline 
8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir Rehearsal 
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs) 
9:15 AM Children's Choir (K-5) 
9:30—11:00 AM Breakfast 
10:10 AM Sunday School (2yr-6th gr) 
10:10 AM Youth Forum (gr 7-12) 
10:10 AM Adult Forum 
12:15 PM New Member Class 

This	Week	at	Kountze	Memorial	

For	Your	Calendar/News	&	Notes 

community, learning and serving. This	week:	we will be 
assisting with Sunday School. Next	week:	Catching up 
and sharing current events 

Adult	Forum	
Fellowship	Hall	
10:10	AM	

Omaha	Lutheran	Young	Adults	Table	Theology	
Sozo	Coffeehouse	(1314	Jones	St,	Omaha)	
Sunday,	January	8	
6:30	PM	
For latest information join on Facebook, or email 
omahalutheranyoungadults@gmail.com 

Con irmation	Class	
Wednesdays	
6:30	PM	
7th & 8th graders meet each Wednesday evening beginning 
again on January 4 at 6:30 PM in the Fellowship Lounge. 
During the month of January, we will be studying the 
Creeds of the church. 

Bible	Study	
Mondays,	6:00	PM	or	
Wednesdays,	11:00	AM	
Beginning January 9 & 11 we will explore Epiphany 
Themes as we unwrap the present of Christ in our lives. 
Enter through the Farnam of ice door to join with others 
and Pastor Shari for time of learning and sharing.  

Lutheran	Women	Omaha	(LWO)	
Rejoice	Lutheran	Church	
Tuesday,	January	10,	
12:00	Noon, 
For questions or reservations, call Faith 402 734 4629  

January	Service	Project	
January	13	
5:00	PM	
This month we will be volunteering in the Kountze Food 
Pantry. After we inish with the service project, everyone 
is invited for pizza and a movie in Fellowship Hall. Please 
RSVP to this event by calling the church of ice at 402-341-
7761.	

 



New	Member	Class	
January	15	&	22	
10:15	AM	
If you’re interested in learning more about Kountze 
Memorial and the possibility of becoming a member of 
our congregation, please come to the New Member 
classes. Call the church of ice if you have questions and  to 
let us know you plan to attend. 

Carol	Joy	Holling	High	School	Retreat	
For	9th	–	12th	graders	
January	21‐22	
1:00	PM	Saturday	–1:30	PMish	Sunday	
Cost is $50 per person and register by January 13 at 
https://www.cjhcenter.org/hs-retreat 

Journey	to	DENVER	
The NE Synod Youth trip for 8th – 12th graders will take 
place July 10-15, 2023. (This is a change from Sunday to 
Friday to a Monday to Saturday.)  Registration is 
extended till January	29	for $400.00 and February	25	
for $500.00. Our home base will be at Colorado Christian 
University, with lodging offered in suite style dorm 
rooms. Each day we will be doing service projects, 
sharing in community building activities, bible study and 
worship. Mark your calendars and plan to join the 
Nebraska Synod ELCA high school making the journey 
together this coming summer! 

Jumping	with	Jesus	Through	Life’s	Highs	and	Lows	
4‐6th	graders		
Friday,	January	27	
6:45‐9:00	PM	
Altitude	Trampoline	Park	
5575	N	90th	St	
A Trampoline Park formation adventure for youth from 
across Omaha’s Lutheran Congregations will gather for 
fellowship, creative learning, and lots of jumps! Friends 
are welcome as long as they register. Treats and water 
provided. Register and pay Pastor Shari by Wednesday 
January 25. **You must ill out Altitude’s jump waiver on 
their website or this link: https://
altitude.active8pos.com/public/waiver/video?
loc=OMAHA 

Carol	Joy	Holling	Camp	2023	
Register for camp by January 31 and receive	$50	off	and	
get	a	free	CJH	Camp	Beanie. The Early Bird $50 discount 
applies to all full-week sessions at Carol Joy Holling Camp. 
The irst 500 campers registered before January 31 will 
receive a CJH Camp Beanie. 

Ladies,	Mark	Your	Calendars	
Women's	Pre‐Lenten	Retreat	
Exploring	Spiritual	Practices	
Theme:	Open	My	Heart,	Lord	
Saturday,	February	18	
10:00	AM	to	3:00	PM	

Join	One	of	Our	Kountze	Café	Teams!	
There are still opportunities to join the breakfast crew. 
We need the following: 
2nd	Sunday	‐	Continental	Breakfast	
someone(s) to make mini quiches on Saturday 
2 people to set up from 8:00-9:00 AM 
3 people to clean up from 10:45 – 11:30 AM 
3rd	Sunday	of	the	month 
kitchen help from 8:00 – 11:30 AM 
4th	Sunday	of	the	month 
someone(s) to make French Toast Bake on Saturday 
kitchen help from 8:00 – 11:30 AM 
Do you like to shop? The grocery lists are established, but 
we need someone willing to shop for groceries and 
deliver them to the church by Saturday morning. This can 
be split by more than one person/family. 
Families are welcome to serve together. Thank you for 
considering how you might be a part of this ministry and 
then let Pastor Shari know how you are able to serve.  
	
Dinners	for	8	
We are providing an opportunity to get to know others in 
the congregation over 3 dinners for 3 months. Placed in a 
group of 8 people, you will decide to eat out or do potluck 
at a host home. It is the hope that you will meet each 
month for a meal for the months of February, March, and 
April. Through meal and conversation our relationships 
with one another can grow, and we continue the work of 
Christ at Kountze Memorial. Sign up by Sunday, January 
29. Groups will be formed with those interested and 
noti ication of the groups will be distributed by 
February1! See you around the table!  

Kountze	Pantry	
We are collecting gloves, especially adult men's gloves. 
We never seem to have enough! We also would 
appreciate peanut butter and canned (not jars) pasta 
sauce as these two items are dif icult to purchase in 
quantity. If you would like to volunteer at the Pantry, 
please sign up at the following link: 

https://form.jotform.com/200834787701155 
 

Attendance	&	Giving	

Saturday: 29 
Sunday: 10:00: 91 
Wednesday:	12:15:	8   Con irmation: 4 
Total: 132 
Streaming: N/A	
Cox	Cable:	N/A 
Pantry	Guests	Served: 124 (inc. 30 children) 
Medical	Clinic	Guests	Served: 0 
Offering:	

$30,378.99 (Regular) $8,372.81 (Specials) 
$6,319.53 (Debt Reduction) 



NEXT	WEEK’S	READINGS:   Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29 
Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17 
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Jesus	brings	people	of	different	backgrounds	together.	
 
Take time to read and re lect on these Bible passages as part of  
your Epiphany celebration. 

Matthew 2:1-12  The magi worship Jesus  
Isaiah 60:1-6  The glory of God shines on the people  
Ephesians 3:1-12  Paul’s ministry to the Gentiles  
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14  Prayer for guidance  

 
In	former	generations	this	mystery	was	not	made	known	to	humankind,	as	it	has	now	been	revealed	to	his	holy	
apostles	and	prophets	by	the	Spirit:	that	is,	the	Gentiles	have	become	fellow	heirs,	members	of	the	same	body,	and	
sharers	in	the	promise	in	Christ	Jesus	through	the	gospel.	Ephesians	3:5‐6	(NRSV)	 
	
A	Prayer	for	Epiphany:	 
Dear God, through wise men from the East, you reveal your plan to bring all the nations of the world together in 
Christ. Guide your church to live and teach that message today. Amen.  
Mealtime	Prayer:	 
God of the nations, we thank you for this food and ask that all people be given enough to eat so that together our 
lives may lourish through your grace. Amen.  
A	Blessing	to	Give:	 
May the promise of Christ Jesus bless you to live in peace with all people.  
	
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal re lections:  
� To what teams, schools, or groups do you claim to have a loyalty?  
� How can loyalty to only a certain group of people be hurtful to others?  
	
Read:	Ephesians 3:1-12.  
Epiphany points to Jesus and God’s plan for all the world. That plan is like a mystery that is now revealed 
through the work of Christ for the world. The mystery is the power of God’s grace (undeserved kindness) to 
bring together diverse people, people as far apart as Jews and Gentiles (non-Jews). Paul wrote to the church of 
this mystery because the people were still divided and opposing one another on the basis of being Jewish or 
Gentile. The work of the church is to reveal God’s plan in Christ, the plan to unite all people under one rule, the 
merciful rule of God in Christ. In Ephesians we learn that in Christ we are all now “fellow	heirs,	members	of	the	
same	body,	and	sharers	in	the	promise	in	Christ	Jesus	through	the	gospel”	(v. 6). Epiphany, therefore, has become a 
message of repentance for the church. It represents a call to return to the mystery of Christ and refrain from 
divided loyalties by nation, by race, and by various Christian creeds and practices.  
Discuss:	How can the church today show acceptance of all people, regardless of nation, ethnicity, gender or race?  
Pray:	Gracious	God,	in	Christ	you	have	made	us	one.	Give	us	the	will	and	the	power	to	overcome	divisions	
so	that	we	may	point	to	the	mystery	of	Christ’s	love	for	us	all.	Amen.	 
	
Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings for this day, how might you help 
others experience a sense of belonging?  
	
Epiphany is celebrated 12 days after Christmas. Countries around the world have different traditions on this 
day. From cakes to carols to candles to gifts, it is a time remembered when the wise men visited Jesus. A star led 
them to Jesus. Tell the story of the wise men’s visit in your own words. Then draw or cut out the shape of a star. 
Write the name of a person in the star who has led you to Jesus. Display it in a visible place in your home as a 
reminder.  
Pray:	Dear	God,	the	wise	men	were	led	to	Jesus.	You	have	placed	someone	wise	in	my	life.	Thank	you	for	
[name	in	star].	I	pray	that	I,	too,	may	point	the	way	for	someone	in	my	life	to	be	led	to	you.	Amen. 


