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December 18, 2022  9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 

FOURTH SUNDAY of ADVENT 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name him Emmanuel. The gospel is Matthew’s 

account of the annunciation and birth of the one named Emmanuel, God-with-us. During these final days of 

Advent we pray, “O come, O come, Emmanuel,” a beloved hymn based on the O Antiphons, ancient prayers 

appointed for the seven days preceding Christmas. On this final Sunday of Advent we prepare to celebrate the 

birth of the one born to save us from the power of sin and death. 
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GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE  Mark Jones, organ 
  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

CHILDREN’S BLESSING 9:00 AM 
Children (aged 3 years through 5th grade) are invited to come forward for a blessing.  
 

(stand) 

ADVENT WREATH HYMN “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” ELW 257 vs. 7 
 

7 O come, O King of nations, come, 

 O Cornerstone that binds in one: 

 refresh the hearts that long for you; 

restore the broken, make us new.  

Refrain 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

 shall come to you, O Israel. 

 
Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. composite 

Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. 
 

ADVENT WREATH PRAYER 

P We praise you, O God,  

C for this wheel of time that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the 

candles of this wreath, open our eyes to see your presence in the lowly ones of this earth. 

Enlighten us with your grace, that we may sing of your advent among us in the Word made 

flesh. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws 

near. Amen. 
 

(light all four candles) 

 

9:00 AM  The children will follow Ms. Carlsen out to prepare for the Christmas Program 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN “Savior of the Nations, Come” ELW 263 vs. 1-3, 5 
 

1 Savior of the nations, come; 

 virgin's son, make here your home. 

 Marvel now, O heav'n and earth: 

 God has chosen such a birth. 

 

2 Not by human flesh and blood, 

 but the mystic Breath of God, 

 was the Word of God made flesh, 

 fruit of woman, blossom fresh. 

 

3 Wondrous birth—oh, wondrous child— 

 from his throne, a virgin mild! 

 Very God, and Mary's son, 

 eager now his race to run! 

 

5 Now your manger, shining bright, 

 hallows night with newborn light. 

 Night cannot this light subdue; 

let our faith shine ever new. 

 

 

  

Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. hymnal version 
Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

9:00 AM worship service continues on page 5 with the Prayer of the Day 
 

KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

(congregation sings Refrain; Choir will sing verses) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.  

C With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly 

we may receive your promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

11:00 AM worship service continues on page 9 with the First Reading  
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WORD 
 
(sit) 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM (9:00 AM) 

During the sacrament of baptism, we are given the responsibilities to share God’s promises with our 

children. Today, our children will share the message of Christ’s birth with us. We hope you will enjoy and 

appreciate our children’s offering. We thank the parents and the staff at Kountze Memorial Lutheran 

Church for helping our children prepare. Our Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus will be represented by 

Sheila, Leon, and Giada Valquier. 

 

JOHN 1:1, 14 Carson Sedlak 

n the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 14And the Word 

became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of 

grace and truth. 

 

HYMN “O Come, All Ye Faithful” ELW 283 

 Congregation sings as children enter 

 

LUKE 1:26-38  Grace Dey, Siri Dey, Evelyn Drickey 

n the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin 

engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28And 

he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." 29But she was much perplexed 

by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, 

Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 

and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the 

Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob 

forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." 34Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a 

virgin?" 35The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 

will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And 

now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her 

who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God." 38Then Mary said, "Here am I, the 

servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then the angel departed from her. 

 

HYMN “He Came Down” Cameroon Traditional 

 

MATTHEW 1:18-25, LUKE 2:1-7  Laney Brown, Edward Jordan, Mary Jensen 

  Ryce Brown, Mila Reilly, Harlow Burton 

ow the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged 

to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her 

husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss 

her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 

and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her 

is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people 

from their sins." 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

  23"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

I 

I 

N 
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 and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, "God is with us." 24When Joseph awoke from sleep, 

he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations 

with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 
 1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This 

was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own 

towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 

David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be 

registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, 

the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 

bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 

HYMN “Gloria, Gloria, Gloria” Pablo Sosa; Argentina 20th cent. 

 

Luke 2:8-14  Henry Schwieger, Rowan Burton 

n that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then 

an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great 

joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 

Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 

manger." 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 

saying, 

  14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

 

HYMN “Angels We Have Heard on High” French carol; tr. H. F. Henry 

   Laney Brown, Mary Jensen, Gwen Wemhoff, soloists 

 

LUKE 2:15-20  Olivia McCormick, Gwen Wemhoff 

hen the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go 

now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 

us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When 

they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were 

amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 

heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 

been told them. 

 

HYMN “Away in a Manger” James R. Murray, 1841-1905 

 

MATTHEW 2:1-11  Wyatt Wemhoff, Andrew Hansen 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 

Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at 

its rising, and have come to pay him homage." 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all 

Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 

them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 

written by the prophet: 

I 

W 
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  6'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

  for from you shall come a ruler 

  who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 
 7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had 

appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when you 

have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage." 9When they had heard the 

king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped 

over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed 

with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid 

him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

 

HYMN “Joy to the World” English melody, 18th cent.; Lowell Mason 1792-1872 

  Henry Schwieger, Andrew Hansen, Thomas Jensen, Wyatt Wemhoff, soloists 

 

POEM by Thomas Jensen 

 The Angel told Mary, He was the Messiah, the Promised one. 

 Mary and Joseph traveled to Bethlehem and had Jesus in a lonely manger. 

 There were shepherds and three wise men who brought gifts for our God. 

 Jesus our Savior was born. Let us Rejoice. 

 

HYMN “Silent Night, Holy Night!” ELW 281 

  Children sing first verse twice; congregation joins for verse 2 and 3 

 

READING Dillon Picha, Grace Dey, Thomas Jensen 

There is a German Christmas Carol from the 1600s entitled, Beside Thy Cradle Here I stand. This is 

where we end our time today, pondering what this gift in the manager means for us. This wondering 

is a life-long journey. Thankfully, each year it returns to us. 

 

As we have learned and shared with you this story today, we pray that it will settle again in your heart 

and mind. That this gift of the Christ child in the manager, Jesus, coming into the world fills you with 

all hope and peace in believing. 

 

Please don’t walk away too quickly. Allow this wonderful gift to fill your mind and heart with all that 

Jesus brings. And then as the Body of Christ, we share his life and love with the world. 

 

 

HYMN “Go Tell It on the Mountain” African American Spiritual 

 (Congregation sings last refrain twice as children rejoin their families) 

  Evelyn Drickey, Mila Reilly, Grace, Siri, Lily Dey, soloists 

 

 

9:00 AM worship service continues on page 12 with the Nicene Creed 
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FIRST READING Isaiah 7:10-16 
An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented a serious threat to King Ahaz of Judah. In response, Ahaz decided to 

secure his throne and kingdom by seeking Assyrian help. Isaiah reminds Ahaz that human attempts to establish security will 

fail. The prophet gives the sign that is the only source of true safety: Immanuel, God is with us! 
he Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as 

heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. 13Then Isaiah said: 

“Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God 

also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall 

bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to 

refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 

good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.” 

L  Word of God, Word of Life.     C  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 80:1-7, 17-19 (read responsively) 
1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 

shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 

  stir up your strength and come to help us. 
3Restore us, O God; 

let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

 4O Lord God of hosts, 

  how long will your anger fume when your people pray?  
5You have fed them with the bread of tears; 

you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

 6You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 

  and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
7Restore us, O God of hosts; 

let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

 17Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 

  the one you have made so strong for yourself. 
18And so will we never turn away from you; 

give us life, that we may call upon your name. 

 19Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.  

T 
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SECOND READING Romans 1:1-7 
Most of the Christians in Rome do not know Paul. In this letter’s opening he introduces himself as an apostle divinely appointed 

to spread God’s gospel. The gospel’s content is the promised coming of Christ, and Paul’s mission is to bring about the 

obedience of faith among all nations, including his Roman audience. 

aul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2which he 

promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3the gospel concerning his Son, who 

was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be Son of God with power 

according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom 

we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for 

the sake of his name, 6including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 

 7To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 

  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

L  Word of God, Word of Life.    C  Thanks be to God. 
 

(stand)  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. 

C Glory to you, O Lord.  

 

  

P 
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 1:18-25 
Matthew’s story of Jesus’ birth focuses on the role of Joseph, who adopts the divinely-begotten child into the family of David and 

obediently gives him the name Jesus, which means “God saves.” 

ow the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged 

to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her 

husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss 

her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 

and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her 

is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people 

from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.”24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 

commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; 

and he named him Jesus. 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(sit)  
SERMON Pastor Duminy 
 

(stand) 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Come, thou Long-Expected Jesus” ELW 726 
 

1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 

 born to set thy people free; 

 from our fears and sins release us; 

 let us find our rest in thee. 

 Israel's strength and consolation, 

 hope of all the earth thou art, 

 dear desire of ev'ry nation, 

 joy of ev'ry longing heart. 

 

2 Born thy people to deliver, 

 born a child, and yet a king; 

 born to reign in us forever, 

 now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

 By thine own eternal Spirit 

 rule in all our hearts alone; 

 by thine all-sufficient merit 

 raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 

 

  

N 



12 

THE NICENE CREED  

P God has made us God’s people through our Baptism into Christ. 

 Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.  

C We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

 he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

 and became truly human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 he suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again 

 in accordance with the scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Response:     P God, in your mercy,    

 C  hear our prayer. 
 

(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to their needs) 
 

Prayers This Week: Joan Jacobson-Trotter, Pr. Bob Johnson, Robin Perkins, Debra Woosley 
 

On-going Care: Don Burton, Shirley Dietrich, Carol Duncan, Mike Edris, Marge Grabow, Susie Henry, 

Richard & Betty Holzer, Jason Klonglan, Rosanne Klug, Orville & Julie Knapp, Chris Meyer, Lara 

McCormick 
  

Other Prayers: Those serving in the military – Brenden Frerck, Wyatt Johnson, Tyler Johnston, Michael 

McNeill, Daniel Milstead, Cody Ray, Sheldon Skovgaard, Michael Vutov, Joel Woosley 
 

Other Prayers: Those serving in mission –  Rev. Chandran Paul Martin, India; Dr. Stephen & Jodi 

Swanson, Tanzania; Katie Larson, Columbia; Rev. Robert and Kathy Moore, Wittenburg Center, 

Germany;  and Dan & Ginny Rath, international translators; our sister congregation, the American Church 

in Berlin, as they assist refugees from the war in Ukraine 
 

Other Prayers: Seminarians— Katie Larson, Giselle Loucks, Justin Perkins 

 
THE PEACE IS SHARED 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always.  

 C  And also with you. 
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MEAL 
 

(sit) 

THE OFFERING IS RECEIVED 

We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this 

church possible. We encourage everyone to give. If you are visiting with us today, please do not 

feel obligated to participate in this portion of worship. If you would like, use the QR code 

scanner on your smart phone to give online or place your offering in the plates that are located 

at the entrances to the Sanctuary. For those of you watching through our media outlets, if you 

are able, please mail in your offering or donate online. Thank you!  
 

THE TABLE IS PREPARED 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM 9:00 AM “What Child is This” Grace Dey, Evelyn Drickey,  

  Henry Schwieger, soloists 
  

(stand) 

OFFERTORY HYMN        “Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am” ELW 814 

  sing three times 

 
 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 P Eternal God,   

 C  you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. Receive these simple 

gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your mercy and love for all in 

need of your healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen. 
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HOLY COMMUNION  

P The Lord be with you.  C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts.  C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 

praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your 

people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the 

day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with 

the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
SANCTUS 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

 P Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: …  

  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 

  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

 P With this bread and cup … We look with hope for his coming. 

 C Come, Lord Jesus. 
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 P Holy God, we long for your Spirit …  

  Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

 C Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

 P All praise and glory are yours, …  

  one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

 C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven.  

  Give us this day our daily bread;  

   and forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

   and lead us not into temptation,  

   but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom, 

   and the power,  

   and the glory,  

   forever and ever. Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION   

 P Come, do not fear!  

 C Here is your God, who has come to save you.  
 

(sit) 

THE DISTRIBUTION 

All baptized Christians who confess Jesus Christ as Lord and his Real Presence in, with and under the bread and 

wine, are welcome to the Lord’s Supper. We believe that this is the Lord’s table and is he who invites you. So you who 

are strong in faith, come with gratitude. You who feel weak in faith, come to be strengthened. And you who feel you 

have no faith, come so that the God of steadfast love will touch your heart with hope and joy. The form of 

distribution is intinction: you will receive the consecrated bread and then you may dip the bread into the wine. 

Gluten free bread is available upon request. 
 

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION    “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” ELW 265 
 

1 The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 

 with wings as drifted snow, with eyes as 

flame: 

 "All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary, 

 most highly favored lady." Gloria! 

 

2 "For know a blessed mother thou shalt be, 

 all generations laud and honor thee; 

 thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers 

foretold, 

 most highly favored lady." Gloria! 

 

3 Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head; 

 "To me be as it pleaseth God," she said. 

 "My soul shall laud and magnify God's holy 

name." 

 Most highly favored lady, Gloria! 

 

4 Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 

 in Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn, 

 and Christian folk throughout the world will 

ever say: 

 "Most highly favored lady." Gloria! 

 
Text: Basque carol; para. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834-1924 
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  “Come Now, O God” ACS 902 

   
 

 (stand) 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 P Faithful God, 
 C in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in the body and 

blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and 

strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth in 

Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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SENDING 
 

BLESSING 

P God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of the Holy 

Spirit, + bless you now and forever. 
 

THREE-FOLD AMEN 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” ELW 631 vs. 1-3 
 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 

 Joy of heav'n, to earth come down! 

 Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 

 all thy faithful mercies crown. 

 Jesus, thou art all compassion, 

 pure, unbounded love thou art; 

 visit us with thy salvation, 

 enter ev'ry trembling heart. 

 

2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit 

 into ev'ry troubled breast; 

 let us all in thee inherit; 

 let us find thy promised rest. 

 Take away the love of sinning; 

 Alpha and Omega be; 

 end of faith, as its beginning, 

 set our hearts at liberty. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 
 

 

DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace. Christ is near. 

C Thanks be to God.  
  

POSTLUDE  Mark Jones, organ 

+     +     + 
  

From Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 

Annual License #SAS006828. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-705181.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, ©1989, Division of 

Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved.  Evangelical Lutheran Worship ©2006 Augsburg Fortress. All Creations Sings ©2020 Augsburg Fortress, an imprint of 1517 

Media. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26828. CCLI License #1511530. 

 

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver; 

 let us all thy life receive; 

 suddenly return, and never, 

 nevermore thy temples leave. 

 Thee we would be always blessing, 

 serve thee as thy hosts above, 

 pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 

 glory in thy perfect love. 
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Worship with us this Christmas Season! 
 
 

 Wednesday, December 21 
  11:00 AM  Advent Lunch 
  12:15 PM Advent Worship 
  5:00 PM Advent Dinner 
  6:30 PM Holden Evening Prayer Worship (in person and 
Livestream)  
 
 Christmas Eve 
  4:00 PM Family Worship 
  7:00 PM Candlelight Worship (in person, TV, and Livestream) 
  11:00 PM Candlelight Worship 
 
 Christmas Day  NOTE TIME CHANGE 
  10:00 AM Worship (in person, TV, and Livestream) 
 
 New Year’s Eve 
  5:00 PM Lessons and Carols 
 
 New Year’s Day NOTE TIME CHANGE 
  9:00 AM (Pre-recorded for TV and Livestream only) 
  10:00 AM Lessons and Carols (in person worship only) 



KOUNTZE	STAFF	
  
Pr. Stephen Grif ith Transition Senior Pastor 
Pr. Shari Duminy Associate Pastor 
Pr. Ashley Hall Associate Pastor 
Gretchen Olson Kopp Vicar 
Kristin Boe Christian Ed Coordinator 
Debbie Bogue Of ice Manager 
Sarah Jewell Administrative Assistant 
Noni Cambridge Staff Treasurer 
Judi Boe Financial Secretary 
Jim Smejkal Bldg. Super./Dir. of Cong. 
 Activities 
Louis Flake Night Manager 
Kayla Slaight Janitorial Staff 
Barbara Carlsen Dir. of Music & Fine Arts 
Mark Jones Organist 
David Gerard Saturday Accompanist 
Shannon Picha Nursery Director 
Susann Henry Food Pantry Director 

December	17	&	18,	2022	
	

Kountze	Memorial	Lutheran	Church	is	a	vibrant,	historic	faith	
community	that	welcomes	all	and	provides	ministries	for	all	ages	
and	walks	of	life.		We	are	a	“City‐wide	Church	with	a	World‐
wide	Ministry”	and	have	been	worshiping,	growing,	and	serving	
in	downtown	Omaha	for	over	160	years.	If	you	are	new	to	Kountze	
Memorial,	we	invite	you	to	visit	the	Welcome	Desk	in	Fellowship	
Hall	for	more	information	about	who	we	are	and	what	we	do. 

2650	Farnam	Street	 Omaha,	NE	68131	
402‐341‐7761	 www.kmlchurch.org	

Today	at	Kountze	

Altar	Flowers	are given to the glory of God in gratitude 
for Simon, Mara, and Vera given by Kimberly Grassmeier 

Kountze	Café 
Sundays	from	9:30—11:00	AM	
Join us each Sunday for breakfast. The suggested 
donation is $5 adults, $2.50 children 12 and younger for 
the hot breakfast (this Sunday) and a free-will donation 
for the continental breakfast.  

Sunday	School	Christmas	Program 
This	Sunday:	
9:00	AM	 Children’s Christmas Program 
10:00	AM Christmas Caroling Party for the Sunday 

 School Youth and the residents of 
 deFreese Manor 

December	25	&	January	1:	
 No Sunday School. Preschool will be provided during 

the 9 AM service.  

Youth	Forum	
Grades	7—12	
This	Sunday,	December	18		
We will host a Christmas Caroling Party for the Sunday 
School Youth and the residents of deFreese Manor. 

Adult	Forum	
Fellowship	Hall,	10:10	AM	
Join us on Sunday mornings in the Fellowship Hall. This	
week: Fellowship Next	week:	Fellowship 
 
 
 
 

Holy	Communion	
All who are baptized and trust in Christ's presence in Holy 
Communion are invited to commune at the Lord's Table. 
Children not yet communing will receive a blessing. 
Instructions will be provided during worship. It is the 
understanding of the universal Church that those who 
wish to commune with bread only (especially for health 
reasons) have communed fully. Our form of distribution is 
Intinction. 

Children	in	Worship	
We believe that all are welcome in worship and encourage 
families to worship together. Activity bags, children’s 
bibles, and bulletins are available, as well as a room just off 
the west side of the main sanctuary, that includes a TV and 
a variety of toys, games, and books for young children. 

Nursery 
Our nursery is available from 9 AM—noon for children 0—
2 years. Please ask an usher if you are unsure as to where 
our nursery is and would like to use it 

Attendance	Cards	
All those attending worship are encouraged to ill out the 
card included in your bulletin and place in the offering 
plate. 

Large	Print	Bulletins	and	Listening	Devices	
Please speak to an usher if you would like a large print 
bulletin or an assisted listening device. 

E‐news	&	Social	Media	
If you would like to receive our weekly e-news and 
monthly e-newsletter, add your  e-mail 
address to the attendance card in your 
bulletin. 

Thank	you	for	supporting	the	ministries	
of	Kountze	Memorial	Lutheran	Church.	



Today	at	Kountze,	continued	

December	18	Sunday	
Advent 4 
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs) 
9:00 AM Children's Christmas Program 
9:30—11:00 AM Breakfast 
10:10 AM Sunday School (2yr-6th gr) 
10:10 AM Youth Forum (gr 7-12) 
10:10 AM Adult Forum 

December	19	Monday	
10:00 AM Pantry 
6:00 PM Bible Study 

December	20	Tuesday	
9:00 AM Staff Meeting 
1:00 PM Prayer Shawl Group 
6:00 PM Congregation Council 

December	21	Wednesday	
11:00 AM Advent Lunch 
11:00 AM Bible Study 
12:15 PM Worship 
5:00 PM Advent Dinner 
6:30 PM Worship (in person and livestream) 

December	22	Thursday	
OFFICE CLOSED (at noon) 
4:00 PM Healing Gift Free Clinic 

December	23	Friday	
OFFICE CLOSED 

December	24	Saturday	
4:00 PM Family Worship 
7:00 PM Candlelight Worship (in person, TV, and 

Livestream) 
11:00 PM Candlelight Worship 

December	25	Sunday	
Christmas Day NOTE SERVICE TIME CHANGE 
10:00 AM (in person, TV, & Livestream)  
11:00 AM Coffee Hour 

December	26	Monday	
OFFICE CLOSED 

This	Week	at	Kountze	Memorial	

For	Your	Calendar/News	&	Notes 

Alternative	Gifts	
Today	is	the	Last	Day!	
When you give someone an Alternative Gift, you triple 
the blessings: The person who receives the gift not only 
feels your love and generosity, they will be honored that 
you gave them a gift that truly makes a difference in 

someone’s life. You will also feel the blessing of giving a 
gift that represents God’s love and compassion for all 
people and rejects the commercialization of Christmas. 
The third blessing is for the child or family who bene its 
from your gift of food, medicine, education, or a step 
toward self-suf iciency. An order sheet is in your bulletin. 

Bible	Study	
Mondays,	6:00	PM	or	
Wednesdays,	11:00	AM	
Enter through the Farman Of ice door to join with others 
and Pastor Shari for time of learning and sharing. The 
11:00 AM Wednesday Bible Study will be 30 minutes so 
you will have time to have lunch before our 12:15 Advent 
worship. We will be exploring the Lutheran World Relief 
Study with the following Advent themes: 

Dec. 19 & 21 Emmanuel, God With Us 
Dec. 26 & 28 No Study 

In January we will explore Epiphany Themes as we 
unwrap the present of Christ in our lives. 
Kountze Café 
We will be taking a break on Sundays, December 25 and 
January 1. A fellowship time of coffee and Christmas 
cookies will follow our 10 AM Worship on those days. 

	

Wednesdays	in	Advent	
December	21	
Eucharist	at	12:15	PM—Lunch	at	11:00	AM	
Vespers	at	6:30	PM—Dinner	at	5:00	PM	
Featuring Marty Haugen’s musical setting, Holden	
Evening	Prayer. The pastors’ re lections at these services 
will follow the theme “Holy Darkness.”  

December	21	Menu:		
Spaghetti with Meat Sauce or Alfredo Sauce 
Garden Salad 
Garlic Bread 
Dessert 
Vegetarian Option Available 

Middle	School	NE	Synod	Gathering	
Grades	6‐8	and	Adult	Leaders	
Saturday,	January	14,	10:00	AM	to		
Sunday,	January	15,	1:00	PM	
Held	at	First	Lutheran	Church	in	Kearney	

 



This year’s theme is “Lean on Me” with theme verses:  
Isaiah 41:13 & 1 Corinthians 12:12-20. Registration 
Rates: Last Chance registration by December	26: $68. 
Please return the registration form with payment to 
Pastor Shari to get registered. 

New	Member	Class	
January	15	&	22	
10:15	AM	
If you’re interested in learning more about Kountze 
Memorial and the possibility of becoming a member of 
our congregation, please come to the New Member 
classes. Call the church of ice if you have questions and  
to let us know you plan to attend. 

Carol	Joy	Holling	Camp	2023	
Register for camp by January 31 and receive	$50	off	and	
get	a	free	CJH	Camp	Beanie. The Early Bird $50 discount 
applies to all full-week sessions at Carol Joy Holling 
Camp. The irst 500 campers registered before January 
31 will receive a CJH Camp Beanie. 

Altar	Flowers,	Eternal	Candle	&	TV	Broadcast		
The new sign up posters are now available. Be sure to 
sign up for your special date early so it’s still available. 
Altar Flowers are provided by Janousek Florist and cost 
$20 a bouquet. The Eternal Candle is $7.50 and 
sponsoring a TV broadcast is $210. Donating altar 
lowers or the Eternal candle or providing a church 

broadcast is a simple and meaningful way to honor a 
loved one who has passed away, celebrate a special 
anniversary or milestone, or can be given in thanksgiving 
for friends or family. Their names will appear in the 
church bulletin on the weekend you select. The Altar 
Flower and Eternal Candle sign-up is located in the 
Narthex, just before you enter the Sanctuary. 

Kountze	Pantry	
Thank-you to all the volunteers who made our WOWT 
Stuff the Bus event a success! Once again, St. Michael 
Church is providing hygiene tote bags for our guests as a 
Christmas   present. They are illed with full-sized 
products and are greatly appreciated. Looking forward, 
Kountze Food Pantry is collecting gloves, especially adult 
men's gloves. We never seem to have enough! We also 
would appreciate peanut butter and canned (not jars) 
pasta sauce as these two items are dif�icult to purchase 
in quantity. If you would like to volunteer at the Pantry, 
please sign up at the following link: 

https://form.jotform.com/200834787701155 

Peace	Light	from	Bethlehem	
For the past 700 to 1,000 years, an oil lamp has burned 
continuously in Bethlehem’s Church of the Nativity, 
above the place where Jesus was believed to have been 
born. Every year since 1986, a child from Austria has 
traveled at the beginning of Advent to obtain the lame, 
and with the help of Austria Airlines, transports the 

lame –called the Peace Light from Bethlehem – across 
Europe. Since 2000, the Peace Light has also been 
making its way to North America each year, with New 
York’s JFK Airport as its transfer point. This simple but 
extraordinary project is intended to promote peace, 
harmony, and unity among all peoples of the world – of 
every race, ethnicity, and creed. Thanks to St. John’s 
Catholic Parish at Creighton University, the Peace Light 
now burns at Kountze and will continue through 
Epiphany. It will be used each time we light the Advent 
wreath. As you gather for Advent worship, may it remind 
us of the peace of Christ that we share with and receive 
from others throughout our daily lives. For more about 
the project, visit peacelightnorthamerica.org to view 
where the peace light is traveling and available across 
the US this year. Also, check out this video of last year’s 
Peace Light Arrival Ceremony at JFK Airport https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=RG0B0ILgzAs 
 and another video on its previous sharing across the US 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tz7RDj7TEO4 

Holden	Village	
July 22 – 29, 2023 
Save the date and watch the bulletin and Good News for 
more information. Contact  Pastor Duminy with any 
questions you may have or to let her know if you intend 
to go on the trip by January 1. 

Attendance	&	Giving	

Saturday: 33 
Sunday: 9:00: 173   11:00: 97 
Wednesday:	12:15:	23   6:30: 48 
Total: 376 
Streaming: 100	
Cox	Cable:	N/A 
Pantry	Guests	Served: 1,171 (inc. 395 children) 
Medical	Clinic	Guests	Served: 22 
Offering:	

$22,046.7 (Regular) $8,042.43 (Specials) 
$2,328.06 (Debt Reduction) 

Worship	with	us		this	Christmas	Season!	
	

New	Year’s	Eve  
5:00 PM Lessons and Carols 

 

New	Year’s	Day	 NOTE TIME CHANGE 
9:00 AM  (Pre-recorded for TV and 

Livestream only) 
10:00 AM  Lessons and Carols (in person) 



NEXT	WEEK’S	READINGS:   Lessons & Carols 

© 2018 Vibrant Faith Ministries. All rights reserved.  
 Wri en by Pr. Greg Priebbenow and edited by Vibrant Faith Ministries. 

Go to www.vibran aithathome.org for more faith‐forming ac vi es. 

Who	is	this	Jesus	born	of	God’s	love?	
 
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 
 
Sunday  Matthew 1:18-25  God is with us  
Monday  Isaiah 7:10-16  A son named Immanuel  
Tuesday  Romans 1:1-7  A salutation  
Wednesday  Isaiah 9:1-7  A child is born  
Thursday  1 John 4:7-12  God is love  
Friday  Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19  Israel’s restoration  
Saturday  Luke 2:1-20  The birth of Jesus  
Sunday  John 1:1-14  The Word became lesh  
 
Now	the	birth	of	Jesus	the	Messiah	took	place	in	this	way.	When	his	mother	Mary	had	been	engaged	to	Joseph,	but	
before	they	lived	together,	she	was	found	to	be	with	child	from	the	Holy	Spirit.	Matthew	1:18	(NRSV)	 
	
A	Prayer	for	the	Week:	 
Holy God, we praise you for reaching out to us and all the world with your eternal love through your Son, our Savior 
and Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.  
Mealtime	Prayer:	 
Dear God, we thank you for restoring us each day with the gift of food. Strengthen us with this meal to love others as 
you love us through Jesus Christ. Amen.  
A	Blessing	to	Give:	 
May Jesus, the Son of God and Savior of the world bless you with God’s steadfast love.  
	
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal re lections:  
 When you think of a special friend or relative, how do you describe that person to others?  
 When you think of Jesus, how do you describe him?  

	
Read:	Matthew 1:18-25.  
Since it speaks of Jesus’ birth, this is almost an odd text for the last Sunday in Advent. It could be a Christmas Eve or 
Day writing, except that the focus is less on Jesus’ birth and more on his identity: Who is this Jesus? He is divine 
(conceived by the Holy Spirit) yet also of the lineage of David (son of David, a title for the royal messiah). His role is 
seen in his name Jesus, meaning, “to save.” His entrance into history is the ful illment of scripture. Jesus’ birth is 
prophetically linked to Isaiah 7 by the name Emmanuel, God with us. This essential point is brought back at the end 
of the Gospel of Matthew when Jesus says, “I	am	with	you	always,	to	the	end	of	the	age”	(Matthew 28:20). It is worth 
re lecting on the coming of Jesus as the Son of God who comes to save and to ful ill the scriptures. This Jesus is not 
just a historical igure of the past but the very presence of God who is with us today. Jesus is present in the midst of 
our personal and community needs for salvation from sin, death, and the presence of real evil.  
Discuss:	What part of Jesus’ identity do you focus on or relate to during the Advent season?  
Pray:	Eternal	God,	help	us	to	sense	the	awe	of	Jesus’	birth	through	whom	you	have	come	to	be	with	us	as	our	
Savior	and	promise	to	be	with	us	always.	Amen.	 
	
Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings for this week, how might you help 
others experience God’s love and mercy?  
	
During the four weeks of Advent, we prepare our hearts and minds for the coming of Jesus Christ. For the fourth and 
last week of Advent, light the irst candle of hope, the second candle of peace, the third candle of joy, and the fourth 
candle of love on the Advent wreath. This week, we focus on God’s unconditional love for us and our love for one 
another.  
Say:	Come,	let	us	walk	in	the	light	of	the	Lord,	the	light	of	Christ	that	gives	us	hope,	peace,	joy,	and	love. 




