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FIFTH SUNDAY of EASTER

This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the vine. Christ the vine and we
the branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of mutual abiding described in the gospel and the first letter
of John. Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes us alive with Christ’s life. As the
vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world.

GATHERING
PRELUDE

Bruce Nissen, organ

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
(stand)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, Father, + Son, Holy Spirit, who forgives all our sin, whose
mercy endures forever.
C Amen.
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live
for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we will confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P Gracious God,
C have mercy on us.
We confess that we have turned from you
and given ourselves into the power of sin.
We are truly sorry and humbly repent.
In your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown,
things we have done
and things we have failed to do.
Turn us again to you,
and uphold us by your Spirit,
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the
+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN

“We Know that Christ is Raised”

ELW 449

1

We know that Christ is raised and dies no more.
Embraced by death, he broke its fearful hold,
and our despair he turned to blazing joy.
Hallelujah!

3

The Father's splendor clothes the Son with life.
The Spirit's fission shakes the church of God.
Baptized, we live with God the Three in One.
Hallelujah!

2

We share by water in his saving death.
Reborn, we share with him an Easter life,
as living members of our Savior Christ.
Hallelujah!

4

A new creation comes to life and grows
as Christ's new body takes on flesh and blood.
The universe restored and whole will sing:
Hallelujah!
Text: John B. Geyer, b. 1932
Text © John B. Geyer

EASTER GREETING
P Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
C And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P O God,
C you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our life in his
resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.
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WORD
(sit)

FIRST READING

Acts 8:26-40

Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to his African home after having been to Jerusalem to
worship. Philip uses their encounter to proclaim the gospel to him. Upon coming to faith in Jesus, he is baptized by Philip.

A

n angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there was an
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire
treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was
reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So
Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are
reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit
beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
33
In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
34
The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or
about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him
the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch
said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to
stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When
they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more,
and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the
region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
PSALM 22:25-31 (read responsively)
25
From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD.
26
The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever!
27
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;
all the families of nations shall bow before God.
28
For dominion belongs to the LORD,
who rules over the nations.
29
Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD.
30
Their descendants shall serve the LORD,
whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.
5

They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”

31

SECOND READING

1 John 4:7-21

We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say we love God, whom we have not seen, while hating fellow
Christians, whom we regularly see. Love toward God is to be matched by love toward others because the essence of God is love .

B

eloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and
knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was revealed
among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. 10In this is
love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our
sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen
God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.
13
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14And we
have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15God abides in those
who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we have known and believe the
love that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love has been
perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we
in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment,
and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who
say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister
whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from
him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.
L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
(stand)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John.
C Glory to you, O Lord!
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HOLY GOSPEL

John 15:1-8

On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they would have with him. Those who abide in his
word and love bear fruit, for apart from him, they can do nothing.

esus said 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every branch in me that
bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have already
been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch
cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the
vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me
you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you,
ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much
fruit and become my disciples.”
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

J

(sit)

CHILDREN’S BLESSING
SERMON

Pastor Duminy

(stand)

HYMN OF THE DAY

“Now the Green Blade Rises”

1

Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,
wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
love lives again, that with the dead has been;
love is come again like wheat arising green.

2

In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain,
thinking that he would never wake again;
laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen;
love is come again like wheat arising green.

3

Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain,
he that for three days in the grave had lain;
raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen;
love is come again like wheat arising green.

4

When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,
your touch can call us back to life again,
fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been;
love is come again like wheat arising green.

ELW 379

Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum, 1872-1958
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NICENE CREED
C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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(stand)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Response: P Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to their
needs)

Sympathy: to the family and friends of Thomas Jacobsen
Thanksgiving: for the baptism of Hazel Marie Micek, daughter of Nathan & Genevieve Micek
Illness: Lois Andresen, Richard Bock, Kristin Boe, Don Burton, Mary Cook, great-aunt of Sarah Jewell,
Sydney Dietrich, Carol Duncan, Mike Edris, Rodney Edwards, Richard Holzer, Renee Johnson, Jason
Klonglan, Marcie Lafleur, Ron Muchmore, Mary Olson, Dave Pafford, David Penning, Toby Rees, Gary
Rodene, Al Schewe, Mark Sullivan, Helen Taylor, Donovan Thorell, Sheri Tipton, Dorothy Vancaster,
Joyce Wachal, John Waterman, Darlene White
Other Prayers: Those serving in the military – Amy Dyer, Wyatt Johnson, Josh Kropenske, Michael
McNeill, Daniel Milstead, Cody Ray, Sheldon Skovgaard, Michael Vutov, Joel Woosley
Other Prayers: Those serving in mission – Rev. Chandran Paul Martin, India; Dr. Stephen & Jodi
Swanson, Tanzania; Rev. Rachel Ringlaben, Argentina; Meghan Brown Saavedra, Mexico; and Dan &
Ginny Rath, international translators
Other Prayers: Seminarians—Adam Klinker, Katie Larson, Giselle Loucks, Justin Perkins
WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

As we share the peace today – and you do so in your home – You are invited you to contact a fellow member by
phone, email or letter. You can do that today or any time during the week. Pick someone from the church directory.
We could email each other or call each other during this time when we cannot meet. Then each week select another
person to contact. Try to make it someone you don’t really know and get acquainted with them. Always be sure to
leave your address, email, and phone number on your message in case they do not have a directory. Talk to people
you know and get the names and addresses of those who might not have directories and try to contact them. By the
time we meet again we will have made many new friends.
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MEAL
(sit)

THE OFFERING IS RECEIVED
Please Support the overall ministry of Kountze Memorial during these difficult times. If you are
visiting with us today, please do not feel obligated to participate in this portion of worship. If you
would like, use the QR code scanner on your smart phone to give online. If you are able, please
mail in your offering or donate on-line. Thank you!
OFFERTORY ANTHEM

“All Things Bright and Beautiful”

arr. Catherine McMichael
Nicole Campbell, flute

THE TABLE IS PREPARED
(stand)

OFFERTORY HYMN

“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”

10

ELW 184

OFFERING PRAYER
P God of love,
C you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and the gifts we
offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

PREFACE FOR THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD
SANCTUS

11

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us all to pray:
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P The risen Christ invites us to this table.
C Come, eat and be satisfied.
DISTRIBUTION
All baptized Christians who confess Jesus Christ as Lord and his Real Presence in, with and under the bread and
wine, are welcome to the Lord’s Supper. We believe that this is the Lord’s table and is he who invites you. So you who
are strong in faith, come with gratitude. You feel weak in faith, come to be strengthened. And you who feel you have
no faith, come so that the God of steadfast love will touch your heart with hope and joy.
Gluten free bread is available; simply request it.
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(sit)

AGNUS DEI

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION
1

“Now We Join in Celebration”

Now we join in celebration
at our Savior's invitation,
dressed no more in spirit somber,
clothed instead in joy and wonder;
for the Lord of all existence,
putting off divine transcendence,
stoops again in love to meet us,
with his very life to feed us.
3

2

ELW 462

Lord, as round this feast we gather,
fill our hearts with holy rapture!
For this bread and cup of blessing
are for us the sure possessing
of your loving deed on Calv'ry,
of your living self, our vict'ry,
pledge of your unfailing presence,
foretaste here of heav'nly gladness.

Lord, we share in this communion
as one fam'ly of God's children,
reconciled through you, our brother,
one in you with God our Father.
Give us grace to live for others,
serving all, both friends and strangers,
seeking justice, love, and mercy
till you come in final glory.
Text: Joel W. Lundeen
Text © Joel W. Lundeen, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”

ELW 502

1

The King of love my shepherd is,
whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am his
and he is mine forever.

4

In death's dark vale I fear no ill,
with thee, dear Lord, beside me,
thy rod and staff my comfort still;
thy cross before to guide me.

2

Where streams of living water flow,
my ransomed soul he leadeth
and, where the verdant pastures grow,
with food celestial feedeth.

5

Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
thine unction grace bestoweth;
and, oh, what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice floweth!

3

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,
but yet in love he sought me,
and on his shoulder gently laid,
and home, rejoicing, brought me.

6

And so, through all the length of days,
thy goodness faileth never.
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
within thy house forever.
Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877

(stand)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P Wellspring of joy,
C through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, and
send us as joyful witnesses, that your love will bring joy to the hearts of all people, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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SENDING
BLESSING
P May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. The
God of life, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
THREE-FOLD AMEN
“Lord, Dismiss Us With Your Blessing”

HYMN
1

Lord, dismiss us with your blessing,
fill our hearts with joy and peace;
let us each, your love possessing,
triumph in redeeming grace.
Oh, refresh us; oh, refresh us,
trav'ling through this wilderness.
3

2

ELW 545

Thanks we give and adoration
for your gospel's joyful sound.
May the fruits of your salvation
in our hearts and lives abound.
Ever faithful, ever faithful
to your truth may we be found.

Savior, when your love shall call us
from our struggling pilgrim way,
let no fear of death appall us,
glad your summons to obey.
May we ever, may we ever

reign with you in endless day.
Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, sts. 1-2, alt.;
Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 3, alt.

DISMISSAL
P Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C Christ is risen indeed Alleluia!
P The worship has ended. The service begins.
C Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
POSTLUDE

Bruce Nissen, organ

From Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #SAS006828. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-705181. New Revised Standard Version Bible, ©1989, Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Evangelical Lutheran Worship ©2006 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26828.
CCLI License #1511530.
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Special Notice
If you plan to attend Worship in person,
please call/e-mail the church ofϐice no
later than noon on the Thursday before
the Saturday or Sunday you want to
attend. Please note that the plans set forth
are subject to immediate change. You may
still join us for Worship on Cox channel 13
or live streamed at https://
www.kmlchurch.org/live-streaming/

2650 Farnam Street
402‐341‐7761

Omaha, NE 68131
www.kmlchurch.org
May 1 & 2, 2021

Kountze Food Pantry
Volunteers Needed
Mondays, 7:30 ‐ 9:00 AM
9:00 ‐ 11:00 AM
11:00 AM ‐ 1:00 PM
Fridays, 4:00 ‐ 7:00 PM
The Kountze Food Pantry is collecting the following
items: reusable shopping bags, toilet paper, cereal,
and full-sized hygiene products. Please place your
donated items in the shopping cart as you enter for
church, in the donation box in the Fellowship Hall, or
in the church ofϐice. Your contributions are
greatly appreciated! If you are able
to volunteer, please sign up by using the link below:
https://form.jotform.com/200834787701155

Home Devotion on Generosity
for the 7 Weeks of Easter
During the Easter Season, the Live it Out resource
from the Nebraska Synod and the ELCA Generosity
Project, have provided a faith formation at home
resource for you to use. It is provided to help in
Growing God's Generous Generations. For seven
weeks, a resource for you to work through on your
own or with others in your home, will be provided. It
centers our attention on God's generosity to us and
our response to God's graciousness. Go to https://
www.elca.org/generosityproject for more
information. Go to: https://
ϐiles.constantcontact.com/8c919081201/ab1234e3011f-440f-b15a-5c7c8652d598.pdf for week 4.

Faith is Inspired at Camp!
Summer Camp is an awesome faith-inspiring and
conϐidence-building experience! Your child will
explore God’s call to live FEARLESS through Joshua
1:9. COVID-19 safety precautions will be followed. All
campers and staff will be required to wear a mask,
and physical distancing will be practiced whenever
possible. For the schedule and to register for camp, go
to https://www.caroljoyholling.org/schedule

Today at Kountze

Attendance and Giving
Saturday Attendance: 27
Sunday Attendance: 9:00: 83
Total: 110
Streaming Attendance: 133
Cox Cable Attendance: 241
Pantry Guests Served: 685
Medical Clinic Guests Served: 24
Offering:
$5,488.00 (Regular)
$1,803.01 (Specials)
$474.50 (Debt Reduction)

Thank You to Bruce Nissen for being our substitute
organist this Sunday.
Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God in honor
of Marsha Conroy, given by Melissa Conroy
Youth Forum
In‐Person & Zoom on Sundays, 10:15 ‐ 11:00 AM
All 9th – 12th Graders are invited to join us!
We will meet in person in the Youth Room and on
Zoom each week
1st Sunday: Bible Ponderings
2nd Sunday: High School Hang Out
3rd Sunday: Serving in the World
4th Sunday: Host Middle School Hangout
5th Sunday: Adventures (if on Zoom, we will
carry you along with us)
Contact Pastor Shari (402-341-7761 or
shari@kmlchurch.org if you need the Zoom Link info.
We will continue to be masked and physically
distanced for all meetings in person at the church.

Perfect love casts out fear.
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.
Sunday
John 15:1-8
Jesus the true vine
Monday
Acts 8:26-40
Phillip and the eunuch
Tuesday
1 John 4:7-21
God is love
© 2020 Vibrant Faith Ministries. All rights reserved.
Wednesday Isaiah 41:8-10
The Lord’s chosen servant
Go to www.vibrantfaithathome.org for more faith-forming activities.
Thursday
1 Peter 5:6-11
Tending the ϐlock of God
Friday
Deuteronomy 31:6-8
Joshua becomes Moses’ successor
Saturday
Psalm 22:25-31
A vow of thanksgiving
Sunday
John 15:9-17
Love one another
There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears
has not reached perfection in love. 1 John 4:18 (NRSV)
A Prayer for the Week:
God of love, free us from fear so that we may love others as you have loved us through Christ Jesus. Amen.
Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, we thank you for this gift of food. Help us to show care for others and remember that we love
because you ϐirst loved us through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. (1 John 4:19)
A Blessing to Give:
May God who loves you dearly, free you from your fears so that you may love others.
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reϐlections:

 Talk or think about a time you were afraid.
 How is fear and feeling judged closely related?
 How does God’s love for you free you from fear so that you can love others?

Read: 1 John 4:7-21.
It is so tempting to protect and defend one’s own life by judging others. Christ’s model of life and love is to
defend the cause, the needs of others, not oneself or one’s own group. The love of God in Christ is sacriϐicial, it
gives itself for others. The God of love casts out fear so that we can truly see others and care for them, knowing
that we have already been cared for and loved by God. This love is totally freeing, without fear, without anxiety.
The God of the day of judgment has already judged us with love. This is love perfected and the love we are now
free to bestow on others—all others. Love is our way to see and experience God in the world. Hating others
and loving God does not go together. Where in your life and in the world do you see that this great love needs
to be known and experienced?
Pray: Loving God, help us to see with the eyes of faith and love that we may witness to your power and glory
through our risen Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
Jesus’ model for us is to care for others, especially the helpless. There are many who are in need of food,
clothing, housing, and medical supplies. Can you think of ways you can help those in need?
In John 15:5, Jesus says, “I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much
fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.” It is by being joined to Jesus, the true vine, that we bear the
fruit of Jesus. Draw a vine and branches. Add leaves and fruit to the end of each branch. In what ways do you
show God’s love and kindness to others? Write those ways on the fruit. Look at your drawing this week and
pray that you will produce fruit and show God’s love to others.

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: Acts 8:26‐40; Psalm 22:25‐31
1 John 4:7‐21; John 15:1‐8

