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ASH WEDNESDAY

PRELUDE

Mark Jones

GATHERING
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
(stand)

HYMN

“Sing Out! We’re Made of Common Dust”

Tune - ELW 565

1

Sing out! We're made of common dust;
One day, to dust we shall return!
Yet, God, you've placed your mark on us
And so for you our spirits yearn.

3

The dust and dirt of children's play,
of youthful times, of working years
Are part of life — and life's decay;
We wash the dust with sorrow's tears.

2

This gift of ashes we receive
Reminds us we belong to you.
You call us to repent, believe,
and seek your Way in all we do.

4

We sing, O God, of what you give:
This ash reminds us we are yours.
In life we're claimed, in death we live!
In Christ our life, your love endures.

Biblical Reference: Genesis 3:19 Text: Copyright © 2018 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette.
All rights reserved. Use by permission.

INVITATION TO LENT
P Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of remembering Jesus' passover
from death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed.
We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and for God's mercy. We are
created to experience joy in communion with God, to love one another, and to live in harmony with
creation. But our sinful rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, so that we do
not enjoy the life our creator intended.
As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil and resists whatever
leads us away from love of God and neighbor. I invite you, therefore, to the discipline of Lent--selfexamination and repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love--strengthened
by the gifts of word and sacrament. Let us continue our journey through these forty days to the
great Three Days of Jesus' death and resurrection.

2

CONFESSION OF SIN
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

P Most holy and merciful God,
C we confess to you and to one another, and before the whole company of heaven, that we
have sinned by our fault, by our own fault, by our own most grievous fault, in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
P We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.
C Have mercy on us, O God.
P We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true to the
mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit.
C Have mercy on us, O God.
P Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected our lives, we
confess to you.
C Have mercy on us, O God.
P Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we confess to you.
C Have mercy on us, O God.
P Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in us, we confess
to you.
C Have mercy on us, O God.
P Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, we
confess to you.
C Have mercy on us, O God.
P Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our prejudice and
contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you.
C Have mercy on us, O God.
P Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come after us,
we confess to you.
C Have mercy on us, O God.
P Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us.
C Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.
3

IMPOSITION OF ASHES
All are welcome to come and receive ashes.
The ashes will be sprinkled over your head and the words
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return” will be said.
During the imposition of ashes we sing:
“Savior, When in Dust to You”

ELW 601

1

Savior, when in dust to you
low we bow in homage due;
when, repentant, to the skies
scarce we lift our weeping eyes;
oh, by all your pains and woe
suffered once for us below,
bending from your throne on high,
hear our penitential cry!

3

By your hour of dire despair,
by your agony of prayer,
by the cross, the nail, the thorn,
piercing spear, and torturing scorn,
by the gloom that veiled the skies
o'er the dreadful sacrifice,
listen to our humble sigh;
hear our penitential cry!

2

By your helpless infant years,
by your life of want and tears,
by your days of deep distress
in the savage wilderness,
by the dread, mysterious hour
of the insulting tempter's pow'r,
turn, oh, turn a fav'ring eye;
hear our penitential cry!

4

By your deep expiring groan,
by the sad sepulchral stone,
by the vault whose dark abode
held in vain the rising God,
oh, from earth to heav'n restored,
mighty, reascended Lord,
bending from your throne on high,
hear our penitential cry!
Text: Robert Grant, 1779-1838, alt.

P Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,
C that we may show forth your glory in the world.
P By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior,
C bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.
P Almighty God has mercy on us, forgives us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.
C Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Gracious God,
C out of your love and mercy you breathed into dust the breath of life, creating us to serve you
and our neighbors. Call forth our prayers and acts of kindness, and strengthen us to face our
mortality with confidence in the mercy of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
4

WORD
(sit)

PSALM 51:1-17 (read responsively)
1
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out my offenses.
2
Wash me through and through from my wickedness,
and cleanse me from my sin.
3
For I know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me.
4
Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.
5
Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, a sinner from my mother’s womb.
6
Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom deep within.
7
Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be purer than snow.
8
Let me hear joy and gladness;
that the body you have broken may rejoice.
9
Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness.
10
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
11
Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
12
Restore to me the joy of your salvation
and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.
13
Let me teach your ways to offenders,
and sinners shall be restored to you.
14
Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of my salvation,
and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness.
15
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.
16
For you take no delight in sacrifice, or I would give it.
You are not pleased with burnt offering.
17
The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit;
a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will not despise.

5

HOLY GOSPEL
Luke 11:1-10
1
Jesus was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, "Lord,
teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples." 2He said to them, "When you pray, say:
Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come.
3
Give us each day our daily bread.
4
And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
And do not bring us to the time of trial."
5
And Jesus said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to him,
'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before
him.' 7And he answers from within, 'Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children
are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.' 8I tell you, even though he will not get up and
give him anything because he is his friend, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him
whatever he needs. 9So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and
the door will be opened for you. 10For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and
for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.”
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ!
FROM MARTIN LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM (1529)
P In the introduction to the Lord’s Prayer we pray:
C Our Father, who art in heaven.
P What does this mean? Answer:
C Here God would encourage us to believe that he is truly our father and we are truly his
children in order that we may approach him boldly and confidently in prayer, even as
beloved children approach their dear father.
P In the First Petition we pray:
C Hallowed by thy name.
P What does this mean? Answer:
C To be sure, God’s name is holy in itself, but we pray in this petition that it may also be
holy for us.
P How is this done? Answer:
C When the word of God is taught clearly and purely and we, as children of God, lead holy lives
in accordance with it. Help us to do this, dear Father in heaven! But whoever teaches and lives
otherwise than as the word of God teaches, profanes the name of God among us. From this
preserve us, heavenly Father!

SERMON

Pastor Roynesdal

6

(stand)

HYMN OF THE DAY

“Lord, Teach Us How to Pray Aright”

(sit)

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Response:
P Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
THE PEACE IS SHARED
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

7

ELW 745

MEAL
THE OFFERING IS RECEIVED
We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this
church possible. We encourage everyone to give. If you are visiting with us today, please do not
feel obligated to participate in this portion of worship. If you would like, use the QR code
scanner on your smart phone to give online.

THE TABLE IS PREPARED
OFFERTORY ANTHEM

“A Pure Heart”

Craig Courtney

(stand)

OFFERTORY HYMN

“The Doxology”

ELW 884

OFFERING PRAYER
P Faithful God,
C you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven.
Accompany us in this meal, that we will pass over from death to life with Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

8

HOLY COMMUNION
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to
You, O Lord, holy Father, through Jesus Christ our Lord. You bid us, your people, to cleanse our
hearts and prepare with joy for the Easter celebration. Renew our zeal in faith and life, and bring us
to the fullness of grace that belongs to us as the children of God. And so with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
THE SANCTUS

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

9

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Jesus draws the whole world to himself.
C Come to this meal and be fed.
All baptized Christians who confess Jesus Christ as Lord and his Real Presence in, with and under the bread and
wine, are welcome to the Lord’s Supper. We believe that this is the Lord’s table and is he who invites you. So you who
are strong in faith, come with gratitude. You feel weak in faith, come to be strengthened. And you who feel you have
no faith, come so that the God of steadfast love will touch your heart with hope and joy.
(sit)

AGNUS DEI

“O Christ, Lamb of God”

10

ELW 196

“Blessed Assurance”

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION
1

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.

Refrain
This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior, all the day long:
this is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long.

ELW 638

2

Perfect submission, perfect delight,
visions of rapture now burst on my sight;
angels descending bring from above
echoes of mercy, whispers of love. Refrain

3

Perfect submission, all is at rest;
I in my Savior am happy and blest,
watching and waiting, looking above,
filled with his goodness, lost in his love.
Refrain
Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915

(stand)

THE BLESSING
THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P God of steadfast love,
C at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of the world. Send us in the
power of your Spirit, that our lives will bear witness to the love that has made us new in
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

11

SENDING
BENEDICTION
P You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy and
beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God the Father, + Son and Holy Spirit bless you that you
may be a blessing.
C Amen.
“Abide With Me”

HYMN

3 I need thy presence ev'ry passing hour;
what but thy grace can foil the tempter's
pow'r?
Who like thyself my guide and stay can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, oh, abide with me.

1 Abide with me, fast falls the eventide.
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide.
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
help of the helpless, oh, abide with me.
2 Swift to its close ebbs out life's little day;
earth's joys grow dim, its glories pass away;
change and decay in all around I see;
O thou who changest not, abide with me.

5

ELW 629

4 I fear no foe, with thee at hand to bless;
ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness.
Where is death's sting? Where, grave, thy
victory?
I triumph still, if thou abide with me!

Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes,
shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies;
heav'n's morning breaks,
and earth's vain shadows flee;
in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.
Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793-1847

DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Share the Good News.
C Thanks be to God
POSTLUDE

+

+

+
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