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Special	Notice	
If you plan to attend Worship in person, 
please call/e-mail the church of ice no later 
than noon on the Thursday before the 
Saturday or Sunday you want to attend. 
Please note that the plans set forth are 
subject to immediate change. You may still 
join us for Worship on Cox channel 13 or 
live streamed at https://
www.kmlchurch.org/live-streaming/  

Kountze	Food	Pantry		
Thank	You	&	Volunteers	Needed	
Mondays,	7:30	‐	9:00	AM;		
9:00	‐	11:00	AM;	
11:00	AM	‐	1:00	PM		
Fridays,	4:00	‐	7:00	PM	
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the 
Christmas hygiene bags for Pantry guests! As 
winter approaches, the pantry will be in need of 
volunteers willing to take a turn facing the elements 
while helping guests to their cars. The more people 
we have, the shorter the shift. Right now, we have 2 
or 3 people doing all the work for 4 hours. Please 
consider helping them out by volunteering at the link 
below: 

https://form.jotform.com/200834787701155 
	
Altar	Flowers,	Eternal	Candle,	Television	
Broadcast	for	2021	
You can help us beautify the altar at Kountze or 
sponsor a television broadcast if you wish. This is a 
simple and meaningful way to honor a loved one who 
has passed away, celebrate a special anniversary or 
milestone, or can be given in thanksgiving for friends 
or family. Their names will appear in the church 
bulletin on the weekend you select. You can sign up 
for a date to provide lowers, eternal candle, and/or 
television broadcast by calling the church of ice 
and/or mail your check to the church and note what 
it is for, and who it is in honor of, in memory, or 
thanksgiving of. 
 
 

Today	at	Kountze 
	
Altar	Flowers are given to the glory of God Altar 
Flowers are given to the glory of God in honor of 
Karen Bonneau on her birthday by her sister, Shirley;  
in memory of Jean Holcombe in remembrance of her 
birthday given by Tom Holcombe  
 

Eternal	Candle is given to the glory of God in 
memory of our Dad/Grandpa, David J. Carlsen given 
in remembrance of his birthday by his children and 
grandchildren, the Carlsen and Campbell families 
	
Television	Broadcast	is sponsored by Karen Bonneau 
in memory of loved ones and those who have died from 
COVID-19  
 
Online	Sunday	School	
Lessons are videotaped and posted on the KMLC 
Parents Facebook page as well as our Kountze 
Facebook Page. 
	
Youth	Forum	
Sundays	at	10:10	AM	
IN‐PERSON:	The youth group will meet in-person on 
the 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month. The 1st Sunday of 
the month will be current event Sunday. Please bring 
an article or current event to share (must be non-
COVID related). 
ZOOM:	The youth group will meet via Zoom on 
the 2nd & 4th Sundays of the month. 

Attendance	and	Giving	

Saturday	Attendance: 21 
Sunday	Attendance: 9:00: 69 
Total: 90 
Online	Attendance:	162 
Pantry	Guests	Served: 518 
Medical	Clinic	Guests	Served:  
Offering:	

$21,320.55 (Regular) $12,690.92 (Specials) 
$23,507.00 (Debt Reduction) 
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NEXT	WEEK’S	READINGS:   1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20]; Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51 

Jesus	is	God’s	beloved,	and	so	are	we. 
  
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

 
Sunday  Mark 1:4-11  The baptism of Jesus  
Monday  Genesis 1:1-5  God creates light  
Tuesday  Acts 19:1-7  Paul baptizes in Ephesus  
Wednesday  Mark 15:33-39  Death of Jesus  
Thursday  Ephesians 4:1-6  Unity in the body of Christ  
Friday  Galatians 3:19-29  The purpose of the law  
Saturday  Psalm 29  The voice of God in the storm  
Sunday  John 1:43-51  Jesus calls Philip and Nathanael  
 
And	a	voice	came	from	heaven,	“You	are	my	Son,	the	Beloved;	with	you	I	am	well	pleased.”	Mark	1:11	(NRSV)	 
	
A	Prayer	for	the	Week:	 
Dear God, we thank you for Jesus, your Beloved Son and our Savior and for claiming us in baptism as your loved 
children now and always. Amen.  
Mealtime	Prayer:	 
God of tender care, as we are given strength from this meal, may we remember with joy that we are your beloved 
children through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
A	Blessing	to	Give:	 
May the Lord give you strength and bless you with peace. (Psalm 29:11)  
	
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal re lections:  
What is a dramatic event you have witnessed or heard about?  
Have you experienced a baptism as a life-changing event? Explain.  
How was Jesus’ baptism a life-changing event for the world?  
	
Read:	Mark 1:4-11.  
Jesus’ baptism is marked by dramatic events. Not only did Jesus go out to John in the wilderness, but so did “all the 
people of Jerusalem” (v. 5). John, who has a strong following acknowledges that Jesus, the one to come after John, is 
so much more important, that John is not worthy to untie Jesus’ sandals. Jesus’ own baptizing will bring with it the 
Holy Spirit, not just the call to repentance, as was the baptism of John. The Holy Spirit will make Jesus’ baptism and 
the Christian baptism different (see Acts 19:1-7). Then, the most dramatic moment happens, the moment that 
de ines Jesus’ baptism as a cosmic shattering event: the heavens were torn apart and the Spirit of God came down, 
appearing like a dove. The tearing apart of the heavens will be matched by the tearing apart of the curtain in the 
temple at the time of Jesus death (Mark 15:38). Jesus’ baptism is linked with the cosmic shattering event of his death 
that changes for all time our relationship to God. This is something that we participate in through our own baptisms, 
another earth-shattering experience illed with love that claims us as God’s beloved children. Is being claimed by God 
in baptism earth shattering to you? Why or why not?  
Pray:	God	of	glory	and	might,	help	us	to	see	and	believe	in	your	earth‐shattering	power	and	love	for	us	and	to	
see	that	love	embrace	us	in	the	remembrance	of	our	baptisms.	Amen.	 
	
The baptism of Jesus took place using water. Water is essential to life. It is important that rivers, lakes, and oceans 
stay clean but they can get and have been contaminated by people’s actions. What are some things we can do to help 
keep our waters clean and free of pollution?  
	
The “Baptism of our Lord Sunday” is a time to recall our own baptisms. This week in your home, light a candle, 
perhaps your own baptismal candle. Dip your ingers into a bowl of water and mark the sign of the cross on your 
forehead or the foreheads of one another. As you mark the sign of the cross, give this blessing:  
Say:	You	are	God’s	beloved	child. 


