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December 20, 2020 9:00 AM 

FOURTH SUNDAY of ADVENT 

God keeps the promise made to David to give him an everlasting throne. The angel tells Mary that God will give 

David’s throne to her son Jesus. She is perplexed by Gabriel’s greeting and by the news of her coming pregnancy, 

but she is able still to say, “Count me in.” We who know that Jesus is called king only as he is executed still find it 

a mystery hard to fathom, but with Mary today we hear the news of what God is up to and say, “Count us in.” 
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GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE   Mark Jones, organ 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

(stand) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and whose steadfast 

love endures forever.  

C Amen. 
 

P Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires.  
 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 

P Loving and forgiving God, 

C we confess that we are held captive by sin. 

 In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray.  

 We have not welcomed the stranger; 

  we have not loved our neighbor; 

  we have not been Christ to one another. 

 Restore us, O God. 

 Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 

 Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen.  
   

P People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and you are 

free—free from all that holds you back and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. May you be 

strengthened in God’s love, + comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the power of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN  “Blessed Be the God of Israel” ELW 250 
 

1 Blessed be the God of Israel 

 who comes to set us free 

 and raises up new hope for us: 

 a Branch from David’s tree. 

 So have the prophets long declared  

 that with a mighty arm 

 God would turn back our enemies  

 and all who wish us harm. 
 

2 With promised mercy will God still 

 the covenant recall, 

 the oath once sworn to Abraham, 

 from foes to save us all; 

 that we might worship without fear 

 and offer lives of praise, 

 in holiness and righteousness 

 to serve God all our days. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944, based on Luke 1:68-79 

Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL60188. 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission 

  

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 

P Blessed are you, God of hosts, for you promised to send a son, Emmanuel, who brought your 

presence among us; and you promise through your Son Jesus to save us from our sin. As we light 

these candles, turn again to us in mercy; strengthen our faith in the word spoken by your prophets; 

restore us and give us life that we may be saved.  

C O house of David, come, let us rejoice, for the Son of God, Emmanuel, comes to be with us. 

Amen. 

 

  

3 My child, as prophet of the Lord 

 you will prepare the way, 

 to tell God’s people they are saved  

 from sin’s eternal sway. 

 Then shall God’s mercy from on high 

 shine forth and never cease 

 to drive away the gloom of death 

 and lead us into peace. 
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HYMN “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” ELW 240 vs. 4 

 
 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all. 

C And also with you. 

 

 

KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. 

C With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, 

that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all the world, for you live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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WORD 
 

(sit) 

FIRST READING 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
Instead of David building a house (temple) for God, God promises to establish David’s house (dynasty) forever. Centuries later, 

after the Babylonian exile, no king sat on the throne. Even then, however, the people of Israel remembered this promise and 

continued to hope for a king, the messiah, God’s anointed. 

ow when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies 

around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the 

ark of God stays in a tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is 

with you.” 

  4But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: 5Go and tell my servant David: Thus says 

the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6I have not lived in a house since the day I 

brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a 

tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with 

any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have 

you not built me a house of cedar?” 8Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says 

the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people 

Israel; 9and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; 

and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a 

place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed 

no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges 

over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you 

that the Lord will make you a house. 16Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before 

me; your throne shall be established forever. 

L The word of the Lord.     C Thanks be to God. 

  

CANTICLE  Luke 1:46b-55 (read responsively) 
46bMy soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
47my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

 48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. 

  From this day all generations will call me blessed: 
49you, the Almighty, have done great things for me 

and holy is your name. 

 50You have mercy on those who fear you, 

  from generation to generation.  
51You have shown strength with your arm 

and scattered the proud in their conceit, 

 52casting down the mighty from their thrones 

  and lifting up the lowly. 
 

  

N 



7 

 

53You have filled the hungry with good things 

and sent the rich away empty. 

 54You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, 

  to remember the promise of mercy, 
55the promise made to our forbears, 

to Abraham and his children forever.  
 

THE SECOND READING Romans 16:25-27 
Paul closes his letter to the Romans by praising God because, in the proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ, God has revealed 

the promised, divine plan of salvation for all humanity. Paul proclaims this gospel of Christ in order to bring about the 

obedience of faith among all nations. 

ejoice to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus 

Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26but is now 

disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the 

command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith—27to the only wise God, through Jesus 

Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen. 

L The word of the Lord.     C Thanks be to God 
 

(stand) 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.  

C Glory to you, O Lord! 

 

  

R 
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HOLY GOSPEL  Luke 1:26-38 
In this annunciation, Luke makes clear that God comes with good news for ordinary people from little known places. This king 

will not be born to royalty in a palace, but to common folk in a stall. Here Luke highlights the role of the Spirit, a special 

emphasis in this gospel. 

n the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin 

engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And 

he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she was much perplexed 

by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 

Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 

and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the 

Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob 

forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a 

virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 

will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, 

your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who 

was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the 

servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
P The Gospel of the Lord.     C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

(sit)  
CHILDREN’S BLESSING  

 

SERMON Pastor Hall 
 

(stand) 

HYMN OF THE DAY “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness”       ELW 251 
 

1 My soul proclaims your greatness, Lord; 

 I sing my Savior's praise! 

 You looked upon my lowliness, 

 and I am full of grace. 

 Now ev'ry land and ev'ry age 

 this blessing shall proclaim— 

 great wonders you have done for me, 

 and holy is your name. 

 

2 To all who live in holy fear 

 your mercy ever flows. 

 With mighty arm you dash the proud, 

 their scheming hearts expose. 

 The ruthless you have cast aside, 

 the lowly throned instead; 

 the hungry filled with all good things, 

 the rich sent off unfed. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I 

3 To Israel, your servant blest, 

 your help is ever sure; 

 the promise to our parents made 

 their children will secure. 

 Sing glory to the Holy One, 

 give honor to the Word, 

 and praise the Pow'r of the Most High, 

 one God, by all adored. 
Text: With One Voice, 1995, based on the Magnificat 

Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. 
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THE NICENE CREED  

P With the whole church, let us confess our faith.  

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth,  

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

  the only Son of God,  

  eternally begotten of the Father,  

  God from God, Light from Light,  

  true God from true God,  

  begotten, not made,  

  of one Being with the Father.  

  Through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation  

  he came down from heaven;  

  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

  and became truly human.  

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

  he suffered death and was buried.  

  On the third day he rose again  

  in accordance with the Scriptures;  

  he ascended into heaven  

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  

  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  

  He has spoken through the prophets.  

  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

  We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

  

From Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 

Annual License #SAS006828. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-705181.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, ©1989, Division of 

Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved.  Evangelical Lutheran Worship ©2006 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 

License #26828. CCLI License #1511530. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Response:   P Lord, in your mercy,  

 C hear our prayer. 
 

(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to their needs) 
 

Sympathy: to the family and friends of Harlan Kirkvold, father of Steve Kirkvold 

Illness: Richard Bock, Don Burton, Larry Camenzind, Sydney Dietrich, Carol Duncan, sister of Debbie 

Robinson, Mike Edris, Rodney Edwards, Samuel Garrett, Richard Holzer, father of James Holzer, Renee 

Johnson, daughter-in-law of Ken & Linda Johnson, Marcie Lafleur, Mary Olson, Gary Rodene, Phoebe 

Stanga, niece of Karen & Shirley Bonneau, Sheri Tipton, Dorothy Vancaster, Charlie Wachholtz, Darlene 

White, Robert Whitehead, Kimberly Wilson, Joanne Worm, Marianne Zinnecker, mother of Don 

Zinnecker 

Other Prayers: Those serving in the military – Amy Dyer, Brennan Hron, Wyatt Johnson, Josh 

Kropenske, Michael McNeill, Daniel Milstead, Cody Ray, Sheldon Skovgaard, Michael Vutov, Joel 

Woosley 

Other Prayers: Those serving in mission –  Rev. Chandran Paul Martin, India; Dr. Stephen & Jodi 

Swanson, Tanzania; Rev. Rachel Ringlaben, Argentina; Meghan Brown Saavedra, Mexico;  and Dan & 

Ginny Rath, international translators 
 

Other Prayers: Seminarians—Adam Klinker, Katie Larson, Giselle Loucks, Justin Perkins 

 

WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE 

 P  The peace of Christ be with you always.   
  C  And also with you. 

 

As we share the peace today – and you do so in your home – You are invited you to contact a fellow member by 

phone, email or letter. You can do that today or any time during the week. Pick someone from the church directory. 

We could email each other or call each other during this time when we cannot meet.  Then each week select another 

person to contact. Try to make it someone you don’t really know and get acquainted with them. Always be sure to 

leave your address, email, and phone number on your message in case they do not have a directory.  Talk to people 

you know and get the names and addresses of those who might not have directories and try to contact them. By the 

time we meet again we will have made many new friends. 
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MEAL 
 

(sit)  
THE OFFERING IS RECEIVED 

Please Support the overall ministry of Kountze Memorial during these difficult times. If you are 

able, please mail in your offering or donate on-line. Thank you!  
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” by Sandra Eithun 

Kountze Bells 

Judi Bergjord, Gail Bunge, Jenniger Bunge, Lynn & John Schneiderman 

   

THE TABLE IS PREPARED 
 

(stand) 

OFFERTORY HYMN  
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OFFERING PRAYER 

P Generous God, 

C  you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every season. Bless all that we offer, 

that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, 

we pray. Amen.  
 

HOLY COMMUNION 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE FOR ADVENT 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 

praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted us, your 

people, with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the 

day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so with the church on earth and the 

hosts of heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS 
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   

 P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us all to pray: 

 C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here. 

C Come, eat and drink.  
 

(sit) 

AGNUS DEI 
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HYMNS DURING COMMUNION  “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”  ELW 272 
 

1 Lo, how a rose e'er blooming 

 from tender stem hath sprung! 

 Of Jesse's lineage coming 

 as seers of old have sung, 

 it came, a flow'r so bright, 

 amid the cold of winter, 

 when half-spent was the night. 
 

2 Isaiah had foretold it, 

 the rose I have in mind; 

 with Mary we behold it, 

 the virgin mother kind. 

 To show God's love aright, 

 she bore to us a Savior, 

 when half-spent was the night. 

 

3 This flow'r, whose fragrance tender 

 with sweetness fills the air, 

 dispels with glorious splendor 

 the darkness everywhere. 

 True man, yet very God, 

 from sin and death he saves us 

 and lightens ev'ry load. 
 

4 O Savior, child of Mary, 

 who felt our human woe; 

 O Savior, king of glory, 

 who dost our weakness know: 

 bring us at length, we pray, 

 to the bright courts of heaven 

 and into endless day. 

Text: German carol, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, sts. 1-2;  

Harriet R. Krauth, 1845-1925, st. 3; John C. Mattes, 1876-1948, st. 4 

 
 “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” ELW 295 
 

1 Of the Father's love begotten 

 ere the worlds began to be, 

 he is Alpha and Omega, 

 he the source, the ending he, 

 of the things that are, that have been, 

 and that future years shall see, 

 evermore and evermore. 
 

2 Oh, that birth forever blessed, 

 when the virgin, full of grace, 

 by the Holy Ghost conceiving, 

 bore the Savior of our race, 

 and the babe, the world's redeemer, 

 first revealed his sacred face, 

 evermore and evermore. 
 

3 This is he whom seers in old time 

 chanted of with one accord, 

 whom the voices of the prophets 

 promised in their faithful word; 

 now he shines, the long-expected; 

 let creation praise its Lord 

 evermore and evermore. 

 

4 Let the heights of heav'n adore him; 

 angel hosts, his praises sing; 

 pow'rs, dominions, bow before him 

 and extol our God and King; 

 let no tongue on earth be silent, 

 ev'ry voice in concert ring 

 evermore and evermore. 
 

5 Christ, to thee, with God the Father, 

 and, O Holy Ghost, to thee, 

 hymn and chant and high thanksgiving 

 and unwearied praises be: 

 honor, glory, and dominion, 

 and eternal victory 

 evermore and evermore! Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348-413; 

 tr. composite 



(stand) 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

P Gracious and abundant God,  

C you have done great things for us, and we rejoice. In this bread and cup you give us life 

forever. In your boundless mercy, strengthen us and open our hearts to the world’s needs, for 

the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

 SENDING 
 

BLESSING 

P The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected Savior fill you with love, the 

unexpected Spirit guide your journey, + now and forever.  
 

THREE-FOLD AMEN 

 

HYMN “Savior of Nations, Come” ELW 263 
 

1 Savior of the nations, come; 

 virgin's son, make here your home. 

 Marvel now, O heav'n and earth: 

 God has chosen such a birth. 
 

2 Not by human flesh and blood, 

 but the mystic Breath of God, 

 was the Word of God made flesh, 

 fruit of woman, blossom fresh. 
 

3 Wondrous birth—oh, wondrous child— 

 from his throne, a virgin mild! 

 Very God, and Mary's son, 

 eager now his race to run! 

 

4 From God's heart the Savior speeds, 

 back to God his pathway leads; 

 out to vanquish death's command, 

 back to reign at God's right hand. 
 

5 Now your manger, shining bright, 

 hallows night with newborn light. 

 Night cannot this light subdue; 

let our faith shine ever new. 
 

6 Praise we sing to Christ the Lord, 

 virgin's son, incarnate Word! 

 To the holy Trinity 

 praise we sing eternally! 

Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397;  

Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. hymnal version 

Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 

 

DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE  Mark Jones, Organist 
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Special	Notice	
If you plan to attend Worship in person, 
please call/e-mail the church of ice no later 
than noon on the Thursday before the 
Saturday or Sunday you want to attend. 
Please note that the plans set forth are 
subject to immediate change. You may still 
join us for Worship on Cox channel 13 or 
live streamed at https://
www.kmlchurch.org/live-streaming/  

Kountze	Food	Pantry		
Thank	You	&	Volunteers	Needed	
Mondays,	7:30	‐	9:00	AM;		
9:00	‐	11:00	AM;	
11:00	AM	‐	1:00	PM		
Fridays,	4:00	‐	7:00	PM	
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Christmas 
hygiene bags for Pantry guests! Between products 
collected and monetary contributions, we will be able to 
hand out 250 gift bags which include: 
shampoo/conditioner, soap, razor, shaving cream, 
deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrush, and loss. We will 
distribute the bags on December 21. On December 14, we 
distributed 250, 30 lbs. extra boxes, provided by the 
government and Food Bank, which contained 
canned goods and pantry items. It was a welcome surprise 
for our guests! 
More good news is Kountze received $1,370.82 from 
Family Fare receipts! Please keep them coming! As 
winter approaches, the pantry will be in need of 
volunteers willing to take a turn facing the elements while 
helping guests to their cars. The more people we have, the 
shorter the shift. Right now, we have 2 or 3 people doing 
all the work for 4 hours. Please consider helping them out 
by volunteering at the link below: 

https://form.jotform.com/200834787701155 
	
Mid‐Week	Advent	Worship	Services	

December 23  “Joseph”	
Paul Rath will serve as Cantor for Holden Evening Prayer. 
These services will be in-person and livestreamed. Those 
wishing to be in-person should register by the Tuesday 
prior to the service and again enter through the west 
Kountze Commons doors. 
 
Christmas	Eve,	4:00	PM	or	7:00	PM	
Christmas	Day,	10:00	AM	
Make	Your	Reservations	by	12/22.	
The 7:00 PM Christmas Eve Service will be televised on 
Christmas Eve at 7:00 PM on Cox Cable channel 13 and 
will also be livestreamed. A bulletin will be posted online. 
For in‐person	worship, seating will be limited so you 
must register	with the church by	Tuesday,	December	
22. Enter through the west Kountze Commons doors.  
 

Church	Of ice	Hours 
The church of ice will be closed at noon on Christmas Eve 
and all day on Christmas Day and Monday, December 28.  
Voicemail messages and the info@kmlchurch.org email 
will be checked periodically throughout the long weekend 
in case of emergencies. 
	

Today	at	Kountze 
	

Altar	Flowers	are given to the glory of God in memory of 
Jean Holcombe given by Tom Holcombe 
 
Eternal	Candle is given to the glory of God in memory of 
Jean Holcombe given by Tom Holcombe  
 
Television	Broadcast	on Christmas Eve is anonymously 
sponsored to the glory of God and the great things He has 
done. For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son. 
 
Online	Sunday	School	
Lessons are videotaped and posted on the KMLC Parents 
Facebook page as well as our Kountze Facebook Page. 
	
Youth	Forum	
Sundays	at	10:10	AM	
No Youth Forum this Sunday, 12/20, but join us again next 
Sunday, 12/27 via Zoom 
IN‐PERSON:	The youth group will meet in-person on the 
1st & 3rd Sundays of the month. The 1st Sunday of the 
month will be current event Sunday. Please bring an 
article or current event to share (must be non-COVID 
related). 
ZOOM:	The youth group will meet via Zoom on the 2nd & 
4th Sundays of the month.  

Attendance	and	Giving	

Saturday	Attendance: 16 
Sunday	Attendance: 9:00: 57 
Total: 73 
Online	Attendance:	209 
Pantry	Guests	Served: 806 
Medical	Clinic	Guests	Served: 32 
Offering:	

$11,025.00 (Regular) $6,008.88 (Specials) 
$1,432.00 (Debt Reduction) 



© 2020 Vibrant Faith Ministries. All rights reserved.  
Go to www.vibrantfaithathome.org for more faith-forming activities. 

NEXT	WEEK’S	READINGS:   Isaiah 61:10--62:3; Psalm 148 
Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40 

God	favors	the	peasant	girl	Mary. 
  
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 
Sunday  Luke 1:26-38  The birth of Jesus foretold  
Monday  2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16  The Lord’s message to David  
Tuesday  Romans 16:25-27  Paul’s closing prayer  
Wednesday  Luke 1:46b-55  Mary’s song of praise  
Thursday  Luke 2:1-20  The birth of Jesus  
Friday  John 3:11-16  For God so loved the world  
Saturday  Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26  God’s promise to David  
Sunday  Luke 2:22-40  Jesus presented in the temple  
	
The	angel	said	to	her,	“Do	not	be	afraid,	Mary,	for	you	have	found	favor	with	God.	And	now,	you	will	conceive	in	your	womb	
and	bear	a	son,	and	you	will	name	him	Jesus.”	Luke	1:30‐31	(NRSV)	 
	
A	Prayer	for	the	Week:	 
Lord God, just as you favored your servant Mary, grant all of us faith and trust in your power to bring salvation to all 
through Jesus Christ. Amen.  
Mealtime	Prayer:	 
With this food we receive your steadfast love, O Lord; with our mouths we proclaim your faithfulness to all generations 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. (Psalm 89:1)  
A	Blessing	to	Give:	 
May the love of God bless you with the good news of Jesus’ birth.  
	
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal re lections:  
When have you received special attention from friends or family?  
Think of someone you have valued as a friend. In what ways do you value them?  
The angel Gabriel describes Mary as favored. What does it mean to you that God has given the world our Savior and 

Lord Jesus through Mary, a young peasant girl?  
	
Read:	Luke 1:26-38.  
In verses 28 and 30 the angel Gabriel says that Mary is favored, that is, Mary experiences the undeserved kindness of 
God. In Luke 2:40 and 52 the child Jesus is also described as favored. Divine attention comes to a young virgin to deliver 
Jesus, the Son of the Most High. The beginning of the Gospel of Luke tells of Elizabeth, a barren woman who gives birth, 
Mary, a peasant girl who gives birth to the future king in the lineage of David, and of shepherds in the ield who will be 
the irst evangelists of the good news of Jesus’ birth (Luke 2:18). The message is clear: with God all things are possible, 
and as with Mary, our faithful response is, “let it be with me according to your word” (v. 38). Mary is the model of the 
life of faith that acknowledges that God has done great things for her. As we prepare to enter the season of Jesus’ birth, 
we are met with God’s favor and blessings for us as well. How has God come to you with divine favor?  
Pray:	God	of	undeserved	kindness,	give	us	faith	to	trust	that	with	you	all	things	are	possible	through	Christ	Jesus	
our	Lord,	Son	of	the	Most	High	God.	Amen.	 
	
During this Advent season think of those who are not favored in our society. For example, the homeless are poor, 
hungry, and in need. In what ways can you show God’s love to them through an act of kindness?  
	
From your nativity set, hold each piece in silence for a moment. Then place the pieces back in the scene. Have Mary and 
Joseph arrive irst, followed by the shepherds and then the wise men. Wait to place Jesus in the manger until Christmas 
Eve. On your Advent wreath, light the irst candle of hope, the second one of peace, the third one of joy, and the fourth 
one of love. Say	this	Bible	verse:	For	God	so	loved	the	world	that	he	gave	his	only	Son,	so	that	everyone	who	
believes	in	him	may	not	perish	but	may	have	eternal	life.	(John 3:16) Pray: Lord	God,	thank	you	for	showing	us	
love	even	when	we	are	afraid	like	Mary,	the	mother	of	Jesus.	Give	us	hope,	peace,	joy,	and	love	as	we	prepare	to	
celebrate	the	birth	of	Jesus.	Amen. 



Kountze Alternative Gifts 2020

Alternative Gifts have been a tradition at Kountze for 16 years, carrying out 
God’s love to the world with over $170,000 in donations. Not only does 
Alternative Gifts feed the hungry and heal the sick, this program also helps 
us to give gifts that avoid materialism and honor the true meaning of 
Christmas. Alternative Gifts will again be available this year during Advent, 
although as with most things in this time of pandemic, we will need to get 
creative. Instead of setting up a table in Fellowship Hall, we will take your 
“orders” through the mail. We will need to scale back the number of choices 
available to manage the workflow. The options for your gifts this year are 
the Kountze Pantry and the Weber Healing Gift Free Clinic. These two have 
always been the most popular options in the Alternative Gift program and 
they are central to our mission at Kountze. For those of you who still want 
to donate towards goats and chicks and other causes, you may do so 
directly through the ELCA at their website: https://goodgifts.elca.org/

If you would like to support Alternative Gifts this year, this is the procedure 
beginning November 29 through December 20:

.Complete the Alternative Gift Wish List 

.Write your check to Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church

.Mail your list and your check to :
Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church
2650 Farnam Street
Omaha, NE 68131
4. We will process the wish lists each week and mail you the cards and 
inserts for you to share as gifts.

If you have questions about this, please call or email Jonna Holland at
402-669-4575 or jholland@unomaha.edu

Kountze Pantry
Provide one bag of food for a family in Omaha $15
Provide two bags of food for a family in Omaha $25
Provide a week’s groceries for a family in Omaha $50

Kountze Free Clinic
Provide supplies for the free Clinic $10
Provide medicine for the free Clinic $25



Alternative Gift Wish List 2020

Kountze Pantry
Price Quantity Total

Provide one bag of food
for a family in Omaha $15 _________ $_________
Provide two bags of food
for a family in Omaha $25 _________ $_________
Provide a week’s groceries
for a family in Omaha $50 _________ $_________

Kountze Free Clinic
Provide supplies for the free Clinic $10 _________

$_________
Provide medicine for the free Clinic $25 _________

$_________
Total _________ $_________

Do you want cards mailed to you that describe your donation so that you 
can give this as a gift to someone?

No __________     Yes __________

Please provide your name and your mailing address.  We will do our best to 
get these mailed to you within a week.

Name: 

Address:
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