
 
 
 
 
 

  

KOUNTZE MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

A CITY-WIDE CHURCH WITH A WORLD-WIDE MINISTRY 

Olaf Roynesdal, Senior Pastor 2650 Farnam Street 

H. Ashley Hall, Associate Pastor Omaha, NE  68131-3616 

Inba Inbarasu, Visitation Pastor 402-341-7761 

 www.kmlchurch.org 

  
  
  
 

August 18, 2019 9:00 & 11:00 AM 

TENTH SUNDAY after PENTECOST 

The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in human history. He invites our undivided 

attention and devotion. Today, in the assembly, we are surrounded by “so great a cloud of witnesses.” In 

the word and in the holy communion we are invited yet again to look to Jesus, “the pioneer and 

perfecter of our faith.” 
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GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE   
  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

(stand) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – who forgives all 

our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, let us remember the gift of baptism and 

confess our sin. 
   

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P God of mercy, 

C we confess that we have sinned against you, 

against one another, 

and against the earth entrusted to our care. 

We are worried and distracted by many things, 

and we fail to love you above all else. 

We store up treasures for ourselves 

and turn away from our neighbors in need. 

Forgive us, that we may live in the freedom of your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
   

P When we were laid low by sin and guilt, God made us alive together with Christ, forgiving 

us + all our trespasses by taking our sins to the cross. For freedom Christ has set us free: 

Rejoice in this good news! 

C Amen. 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  “Holy God, We Praise Your Name” ELW 414 
  

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the Communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P O God, judge eternal, 

C you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to share your zeal for truth. Give 

us courage to take our stand with all victims of bloodshed and greed, and, following 

your servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
 

WORD 
 

(sit) 

FIRST
 
READING  Jeremiah 23:23-29 

Because Jeremiah preaches the unpopular message of God’s judgment, he suffers rejection. Today’s reading 

distinguishes between the true prophet, like Jeremiah, who speaks God’s word, and the false prophet who misleads 

the people through dreams. One is like wheat; the other like worthless straw.  
m I a God near by, says the Lord, and not a God far off? 

24
Who can hide in secret places so 

that I cannot see them? says the Lord. Do I not fill heaven and earth? says the Lord. 
25

I 

have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, “I have dreamed, 

I have dreamed!” 
26

How long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn back—those who 

prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart? 
27

They plan to make my people 

forget my name by their dreams that they tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot my name 

for Baal. 
28

Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let the one who has my word 

speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? says the Lord. 
29

Is not my 

word like fire, says the Lord, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces? 

L The word of the Lord.     C Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 82 (read responsively) 
1
God stands to charge the divine council assembled, 

giving judgment in the midst of the gods: 

 
2
“How long will you judge unjustly, 

  and show favor to the wicked? 
3
Save the weak and the orphan; 

defend the humble and needy; 

 
4
rescue the weak and the poor; 

  deliver them from the power of the wicked.  
 

 

(continued on next page)  

A 
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5
They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander about in darkness; 

all the foundations of the earth are shaken. 

 
6
Now I say to you, ‘You are gods, 

  and all of you children of the Most High; 
7
nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, 

and fall like any prince.’ ” 

 
8
Arise, O God, and rule the earth, 

  for you shall take all nations for your own.  
 

SECOND READING Hebrews 11:29—12:2 
The author of Hebrews presents us with rich stories of faith. In a long list of biblical heroes, we find examples of trust in 

God that enabled them to face the trials of life faithfully. In addition to this “cloud of witnesses,” we have Jesus, the perfect 

model of faithful endurance. 

y faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the Egyptians 

attempted to do so they were drowned. 30By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been 

encircled for seven days. 31By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were 

disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace. 

  32And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, 

Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—33who through faith conquered kingdoms, 

administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, 34quenched raging fire, escaped the 

edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to 

flight. 35Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, 

in order to obtain a better resurrection. 36Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and 

imprisonment. 37They were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were killed by the sword; 

they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented—38of whom the world 

was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. 

  39Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was 

promised, 40since God had provided something better so that they would not, apart from us, be made 

perfect. 

 
12:1

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside 

every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is 

set before us, 
2
looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy 

that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the 

right hand of the throne of God. 

L The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 

 

  

B 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.  

C Glory to you, O Lord! 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 12:49-56 
Jesus delivers harsh words about the purifying and potentially divisive effects of obedience to God’s call. The way of 

the cross often leads followers to encounter hostility and rejection, even from those they love. 

esus said:  49
“I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! 

50
I 

have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is 

completed! 
51

Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather 

division! 
52

From now on five in one household will be divided, three against two and two against 

three; 
53

they will be divided:  

 father against son 

  and son against father, 

 mother against daughter 

  and daughter against mother, 

 mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law 

  and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 

  
54

He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you immediately say, 

‘It is going to rain’; and so it happens. 
55

And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, 

‘There will be scorching heat’; and it happens. 
56

You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the 

appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?” 

P The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
  

J 
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 (sit)  
CELEBRATION AND AFFIRMATION OF THE CHIRSTIAN EDUCATIONAL 

MINISTRIES OF KOUNTZE MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH (9:00 AM) 

Pastor: By the waters of Holy Baptism we are claimed as God’s own and brought 

into a new community. Today we gather to celebrate the nurturing and 

teaching of our faith community. 

  

Parents, 

Grandparents, 

and Sunday 

School Leaders: 

In the words of the Great Commission Jesus called us to go and to teach. 

Do you hear the word of God and do you accept the responsibility to use 

your talents and gifts to nurture the faith of all God’s people?  Do you 

intend to model a faithful lifestyle and to continue in the promises you 

made at baptism? 

Response: I do and I ask God to guide me. 

  
Children: Will you bring ears to listen, eyes to see, voices to praise, minds to learn 

and hearts to love, as you come to be with your teachers and friends and 

learn more about God’s Love? 

Response: Yes 
  

Congregation: It is God’s intent that we are drawn into a deeper relationship with Jesus 

Christ and that we support each other as disciples in the world. Will you 

remember our educational leaders and all those involved in our education 

ministry in your prayers and support and encourage them in their spiritual 

well-being? 

Response: We will and we ask God to help us. 
 

SERMON      Pastor Hall 
 

(stand)  

HYMN OF THE DAY “How Firm a Foundation”      ELW 796 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED  

P God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. 

 Living together in trust and hope, we confess  our faith.  

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
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 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
  
(stand) 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Response:   P Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 
 

(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to 

their needs) 
 

Illness: Richard Bock, Don Burton, Joe Doremus, Rev. Harry Fink, Junior & Marvel Green, Eunice 

Grunberg, Dolores Hiatt, Mae Johnston, Marcie Lafleur, Joan Nelson, Jean Nippert, Gary Rodene, Al 

Schewe, Jerry Warner, family of Shirley Dietrich, Ed & Darlene White, Pr. David Zellmer  

Other Prayers: Those serving in the military – Amy Dyer, Brennan Hron, Wyatt Johnson, Michael 

McNeill, Daniel Milstead, Cody Ray, Sheldon Skovgaard, Michael Vutov, and Joel Woosley 

Other Prayers: Those serving in mission –  Rev. Chandran Paul Martin, India; Dr. Stephen & Jodi 

Swanson, Tanzania; Krystle Moraska & Ignacio Madrussan, Argentina; Meghan Brown Saavedra, 

Mexico; Our sister congregation, the American Church in Berlin; the Wittenberg Center and Dan & 

Ginny Rath, international translators 

 

WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE 

 P  The peace of Christ be with you always.   
 C  And also with you. 
 

MEAL 
 
(sit) 

THE OFFERING IS RECEIVED 
We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this 

congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. If you are visiting with us today, please do 

not feel obligated to participate in this portion of worship. If you would like, use the QR code 

scanner on your smart phone to give online.  



8 

 

 
MUSICAL OFFERING  “Thy Word” Grant & Smith/ arr. Bettcher 

     Kountze Bells 
 

THE TABLE IS PREPARED 

 
 (stand) 

OFFERTORY HYMN “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” ELW 184 

 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

P Blessed are you, Lord God, 

C  for the greening earth given for all, for the talents we are given to share, and for this 

bread and wine. Transform us to be the body of Jesus Christ, that, feasting on this 

food and drink, our lives will reflect your generosity; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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HOLY COMMUNION 

 
 

PREFACE FOR SUNDAYS 

 

SANCTUS 
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us all to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

  

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P God invites you to this table of bounty. 

C Come, the banquet is ready. 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION 
All baptized Christians who confess Jesus Christ as Lord and his Real Presence in, with and under the bread and 

wine, are welcome to the Lord’s Supper. We believe that this is the Lord’s table and is he who invites you. So you who 

are strong in faith, come with gratitude. You who feel weak in faith, come to be strengthened. And you who feel you 

have no faith, come so that the God of steadfast love will touch your heart with hope and joy. The form of 

distribution is intinction, you will receive the consecrated bread and you may then dip it in the wine. Gluten free 

bread is available; simply request it. 

 
HYMNS DURING COMMUNION  “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Youur Word” ELW 517 

 “Eat This Bread” ELW 472 

   
(stand) 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P Gracious God, 

C in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, nourished us with 

words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to 

love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and honor the 

earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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SENDING 
 

BLESSING 

P Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in him, and abound in thanksgiving; and the 

blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon you and remain with you forever. 

 

THREE-FOLD AMEN 
 

(See special note, below) 
 

HYMN  “Let the Whole Creation Cry”  ELW 876

DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace. Christ is sending you. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE  
 

 
 
 

+     +     + 
 
 
 
 
At the 9:00 a.m. liturgy, the Dismissal will occur before the closing hymn. During the closing 

hymn, all children, their families, and all members who desire are invited to join the 

procession out of the nave up to the Sunday School Rooms for the inauguration of the new 

Sunday School year. The processional cross and torches will lead us out of the doors to the 

sidewalk along Farnam Street, process down the sidewalk to the main office doors, then up the 

stairs to the Joyful Sounds Room. All are welcome! 
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KOUNTZE	STAFF	
		
Pr.	Olaf	Roynesdal	 Senior	Pastor	
Pr.	Ashley	Hall	 Associate	Pastor	
Pr.	Inba	Inbarasu	 Visitation	Pastor	
Kristin	Boe	 Christian	Ed	Coordinator	
Debbie	Bogue	 Of ice	Manager	
Sarah	Jewell	 Administrative	Assistant	
Noni	Cambridge	 Staff	Treasurer	
Judi	Boe	 Financial	Secretary	
Jim	Smejkal	 Bldg.	Super./Dir.	of	Cong.	
	 Activities	
Søren	Johnson	 Custodian	
Barbara	Carlsen	 Dir.	of	Music	&	Fine	Arts	
Donna	Moessner	 	Dir.	of	Children’s	Music	
Mark	Jones	 Organist	
David	Gerard	 Saturday	Accompanist	
Sheri	Lynn	Tipton	 Night	Security	Manager	
Norma	Pafford	 Nursery	Superintendent	
Joyce	Palmer	 Director	of	the	Weber	Clinic	
Susann	Henry	 Food	Pantry	Director	

	
WORSHIP	ASSISTANTS		

	
SATURDAY, 5:00 PM 
Lector  Debra Kelly 
Ushers  Duane Hovendick 
  Penny Hovendick 
Comm. Set‐up  Penny Hovendick 

SUNDAY, 9:00 AM 
Comm. Asst.  Giselle Loucks  
  Mark Oldaker 
  Marylin Oldaker 
  Sco  Henneman 
Lector  Colleen Lenners 
Ushers  Rodney Nord 
  Donna Crouse 
  Brad Madison 
  Dan Troxel 
  Sharon West 
  Dean Winther 
  Bob Johnson 
Greeters  Bev Troxel 
  Lois Sorensen 
  Colleen Lenners 
Crucifer  Bri en Johnson 
Acolytes  Rahn Johnson 
  Kaitlyn Munguia 

SUNDAY, 11:00 AM 
Comm. Asst.  Ann Miller 
  Lowell Harms 
Lector  Jacob Rump 
Ushers  Norm Sack 
  Ken Johnson 
  Linda Johnson 
  Lee Johnson 
Greeters  Barb Chrisman 
  Jo Kayton 
Crucifer  Charlie Campbell 
Acolytes  Hadley Rief 
  Henry Rief 

oin	us	each	Sunday	for	a	hot	breakfast	buffet	
served	from	8:00‐11:00	AM	prepared	by	Jim	West	and	the	
kitchen	crew.	The	suggested	donation	for	the	hot	breakfast	is	
$5	adults,	$2.50	children	12	and	younger.	

BLOOD	PRESSURE	CHECKS	Trained	volunteers	provide	blood	
pressure	checks	free	of	charge	on	the	3rd	Sunday	of	each	month	
(Sunday,	August	18)	from	10:00—11:00	AM	in	the	Fellowship	
Lounge.	Blood	pressure	checks	are	also	done	on	the	1st	Saturday	
of	each	month	in	the	Bride’s	Room	near	the	Sanctuary	from	
4:30—5:00	PM.

Join	us	on	Sunday	mornings	in	the	Fellowship	
Hall	from	10:10‐10:50	AM.	THIS	WEEK:	Rally	Sunday	NEXT	
WEEK:	Congregational	Meeting		

ALTAR	FLOWERS	are	given	to	the	glory	of	God	in	honor	of	
their	52nd	anniversary	given	by	Patt	&	Joe	Councill;	in	memory	
of	Renae	Kovar	given	by	Marvin	Kovar	

ETERNAL	CANDLE	is	given	to	the	glory	of	God	in	memory	of	
Anne	Forslund's	100th	birthday	on	August	20	given	by	Christine	
Forslund;	in	memory	of	Renae	Kovar	given	by	Marvin	Kovar	

JOIN	US	IN	SONG	AND	FUN!	The	Joyful	Sounds	Children’s	Choir	
will	gear	back	up	for	our	new	season	of	singing,	this	Sunday,	
August	18,	from	9	–	9:30	AM	in	the	Joyful	Sounds	Studio	on	the	
2nd	 loor	of	the	Sunday	School	wing.		Calling	all	children,	
kindergarten	through	sixth	grade	who	love	to	sing	and	praise	
God,	to	please	join	us!		

RALLY	SUNDAY	The	2019/2020	Sunday	School	year	begins	
August	18!	Join	us	for	prayers	and	a	procession	to	the	Upper	
Rooms	for	a	blessing	on	our	new	year.	Blessing	of	students,	
teachers,	and	parents	at	9:00	AM.	

August	17	&	18,	2019	
	

Kountze	Memorial	Lutheran	Church	is	a	vibrant,	historic	faith	
community	that	welcomes	all	and	provides	ministries	for	all	
ages	and	walks	of	life.		We	are	a	“City‐wide	Church	with	a	

World‐wide	Ministry”	and	have	been	worshiping,	growing,	
and	serving	in	downtown	Omaha	for	over	160	years.	If	you	are	
new	to	Kountze	Memorial,	we	invite	you	to	visit	the	Welcome	
Desk	in	Fellowship	Hall	for	more	information	about	who	we	are	

and	what	we	do.	

2650 Farnam Street Omaha, NE 68131 
402-341-7761 www.kmlchurch.org 



August	18	Sunday	
8:00	AM	‐	11:00	AM	Breakfast	
9:00	AM	&	11	AM	Worship	
9:00	AM	Nursery	(0‐2	yrs)	
9:00	AM	Joyful	Sounds	Children’s	Choir	(gr	K‐6th	gr)	
9:00	AM	Blessing	of	Students,	Teachers,	Parents		
10:00	AM	Blood	Pressure	Checks	
10:10	AM	Rally	Day/1st	Day	of	Sunday	School	(2yr‐
8th	gr)	

10:10	AM	Adult	Forum	
10:30	AM	Executive	Committee	
August	19	Monday	
10:00	AM	Pantry	
6:00	PM	Clinic	Board	
August	20	Tuesday	
9:00	AM	Staff	Meeting	
1:00	PM	Prayer	Shawl	Group	
6:00	PM	Congregation	Council	

August	21	Wednesday	
12:15	PM	Worship	
August	22	Thursday	
1:30	PM	Circle	4	
4:00	PM	Healing	Gift	Free	Clinic	
6:00	PM	Worship	&	Music	
August	24	Saturday	
5:00	PM	Worship	
August	25	Sunday	
8:00	AM	‐	11:00	AM	Breakfast	
9:00	AM	&	11	AM	Worship	
9:00	AM	Nursery	(0‐2	yrs)	
9:00	AM	Joyful	Sounds	Children’s	Choir	(gr	K‐6th	gr)	
10:10	AM	Sunday	School	(2yr‐8th	gr)	
10:10	AM	Congregational	Meeting	
12:00	PM	Stephen	Ministry	
	

HOLY	COMMUNION	All	who	are	baptized	and	trust	in	Christ's	presence	in	Holy	Communion	are	invited	to	
commune	at	the	Lord's	Table.	Children	not	yet	communing	will	receive	a	blessing.	Instructions	will	be	provided	
during	worship.	It	is	the	understanding	of	the	universal	Church	that	those	who	wish	to	commune	with	bread	
only	(especially	for	health	reasons)	have	communed	fully.	

CHILDREN	IN	WORSHIP	We	believe	that	all	are	welcome	in	worship	and	encourage	families	to	worship	
together.	Quiet	activity	bags,	children’s	bibles,	and	bulletins	are	available,	as	well	as	a	Quiet	Room,	just	off	the	
west	side	of	the	main	sanctuary,	that	includes	a	TV	and	a	variety	of	toys,	games,	and	books	for	young	children.	

ATTENDANCE	CARDS	All	those	attending	worship	are	encouraged	to	 ill	out	the	card	included	in	your	bulletin	
and	place	in	the	offering	plate.	

LARGE	PRINT	BULLETINS	AND	LISTENING	DEVICES	Please	speak	to	an	usher	if	you	would	like	a	large	print	
bulletin	or	an	assisted	listening	device.	

E‐NEWS	&	SOCIAL	MEDIA	If	you	would	like	to	receive	our	weekly	e‐news	and	monthly	e‐newsletter,	add	your	
e‐mail	address	to	the	card	in	your	bulletin	or	text	your	e‐mail	address	to	22828.	

NEW	MEMBER	CLASS	If	you	are	interested	in	joining	our	congregation,	the	next	class	will	be	Sundays,	
September	29	&	October	6	from	12:15—2:00	PM.	Please	plan	to	attend	both	sessions.	Lunch	will	be	served	and	
childcare	is	provided.	New	members	will	be	received	on	October	13.	Please	indicate	your	attendance	plans	on	
your	attendance	card	or	call	the	church	of ice	by	September	22	and	let	us	know	if	you	will	need	childcare	when	
you	register.	

KOUNTZE	FOOD	PANTRY	The	Food	Pantry	is	experiencing	record	numbers;	so	much	so	that	the	faithful	
volunteers	are	exhausted.	Please	consider	helping	on	Monday	mornings.	We	can	really	use	people	to	set	up	
before	the	pantry	opens	at	10:00	AM,	and	we	have	great	need	of	door	monitors	from	11:00	AM—1:00	PM.	
These	volunteers	control	the	 low	of	traf ic	and	assist	guests	with	carrying	their	bags	to	their	cars.	Please	
contact	Susie	Henry	at	402‐596‐9397	if	you	would	like	to	get	involved.	We	would	love	to	have	you!		

SUNDAY	SCHOOL	VOLUNTEERS	NEEDED!	The	children	of	Kountze	are	in	need	of	your	leadership,	
enthusiasm,	and	time.	We	are	looking	for	volunteers	in	the	pre‐school	room	on	the	2nd,	3rd,	and	5th	Sundays	of	
the	month,	between	9:00	and	10:50	AM.	Sunday	School	leaders	are	also	needed.	We	are	looking	for	a	
commitment	of	one	Sunday	each	month	for	the	school	year.	The	lessons	are	scripted	and	all	the	materials	are	
provided	ahead	of	time.	Sunday	School	is	from	10:10	to	10:50	AM.		Thank	you	for	considering	giving	your	time	
to	the	children	of	Kountze.	No	matter	what	your	experience	or	expertise,	we	have	a	spot	for	you!	To	join	our	
program,	please	contact	Kristin	Boe	at	kristin@kmlchurch.org.	



PRAYER	SHAWL	GROUP		This	group	meets	on	the	3rd	Tuesday	of	each	month	(August	20)	at	1:00	PM	to	knit	
or	crochet	prayer	shawls.	The	Prayer	Shawl	Ministry	is	a	world‐wide	group	of	people	in	churches	of	all	
denominations	that	make	prayer	shawls.		These	shawls	are	distributed	to	people	who	need	the	comfort	of	
God’s	love	and	to	give		the	recipient	a	tangible	example	of	God’s	love	and	care.	If	you	knit	or	crochet,	please	feel	
free	to	join	the	group	in	their	ministry.		

PROJECT	HOPE	is	having	an	inaugural	“Bread	for	Life”	brunch	including	a	silent	auction	on	Sunday,	
September	8	at	the	Omaha	Scottish	Rite	Masonic	Center	(202	S	20th	St).	Dave	&	Karen	Coker	will	serve	as	
honorary	brunch	chairs.	Mimosas	&	silent	auction	are	at	noon	with	brunch	and	program	beginning	at	1:00	PM.	
Reservations	are	$50	per	person	($25	tax	deductible).	Reservations	are	due	by	August	23.	To	pay	with	debit/
credit	card,	call	or	text	Veda	at	402‐881‐1165	or	email	projecthope.execdirector@gmail.com.	 
KMLC	CHURCH	PICNIC	Save	the	date.	We’re	having	a	picnic	and	we	hope	you’ll	be	there!	Sunday,	
September	22,	12:00	to	3:00	PM	in	the	KMLC	green	space.	A	fun	time	will	be	had	by	all!	

LUTHERAN	CAMPUS	MINISTRY	NETWORK	"If	you	know	of	someone	attending	college	this	fall	please	go	to	
this	link	to	 ind	out	if	there	is	a	Lutheran	Campus	Ministry	outreach	at	their	campus.	If	there	is,	please	refer	the	
student's	name	to	us	so	we	can	reach	out	and	invite	them	into	our	community	(www.luminelca.org).	If	you	have	
students	attending	any	colleges	or	universities	in	the	Omaha	metro	area,	please	contact	Pastor	Jim	Holthus	at	
lootrn@hotmail.com	or	text	him	at	218‐760‐2028.	Thank	you	for	helping	us	minister	to	your	young	adults!"	

ATTENDANCE	&	GIVING		
Saturday	Attendance:	45	
Sunday	Attendance:	9:00:	186			11:00:	97	
Midweek	‐	Noon:	7						Evening:	0	
Total:	335	
Pantry	Guests	Served:	278	
Medical	Clinic	Guests	Served:	22	
Offering:	
$29,726.50	(Regular)		$690.50	(Specials)	
$2,285.00	(Phase	2)		

WHY 
NOT     FOR 

SUNDAY SCHOOL? 
AUGUST 18 10:10 AM 

JOIN US 



NEXT	WEEK’S	READINGS:		Isaiah	58:9b‐14;	Psalm	103:1‐8		
Hebrews	12:18‐29;	Luke	13:10‐17		
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The	gospel	brings	division,	not	just	peace.		
		
These	passages	are	related	to	the	Lectionary	texts	for	this	Sunday.	
Sunday		 Luke	12:49‐56		 Following	Jesus	causes	division		
Monday		 Jeremiah	23:23‐29		 God’s	word	is	like	 ire		
Tuesday		 Hebrews	11:29–12:2		 Faith	in	God		
Wednesday		 2	Chronicles	33:1‐17		 The	reign	of	Manasseh		
Thursday		 Matthew	24:15‐27		 The	desolating	sacrilege		
Friday		 Hebrews	10:19‐39		 Encouragement	and	warning		
Saturday		 Psalm	82		 Justice	to	the	weak		
Sunday		 Luke	13:10‐17		 Jesus	heals	on	the	Sabbath		
	
“Do	you	think	that	I	have	come	to	bring	peace	to	the	earth?	No,	I	tell	you,	but	rather	division!”	Luke	12:51	(NRSV)		
	
A	Prayer	for	the	Week:		
Dear	God,	give	us	the	courage	to	face	hostility	with	peace	and	conviction	that	comes	from	following	Jesus,	our	Savior	
and	Lord.	Amen.		
Mealtime	Prayer:		
Dear	Lord	Jesus,	strengthen	us	with	this	food	to	be	your	people	of	faith	and	good	courage.	Amen.		
A	Blessing	to	Give:		
May	our	Lord	Jesus,	the	pioneer	and	perfecter	of	our	faith,	 ill	you	with	joy	and	good	courage.	(Hebrews	12:2)		
	
Discuss	in	your	home,	small	group,	or	use	for	personal	re lections:		
What	happens	when	you	disagree	with	someone?		
When	you	feel	stressed	from	con lict,	how	do	you	handle	it?		
How	does	your	faith	help	you	to	face	con lict	in	daily	life?		
	
Read:	Luke	12:49‐56. 	
We	love	to	say	to	others,	especially	our	children,	“Jesus	loves	you.”	Yes,	this	is	true.	However,	the	Jesus	who	loves	us	
stands	for	something	opposed	to	the	world	that	is	 illed	with	sin	and	destructive	forces.	The	love	Jesus	brings	is	a	
powerful	love	that	does	not	tolerate	sin,	death,	and	the	devil.	To	follow	Jesus	means	turning	ones	back	on	ruinous	
and	unfaithful	ways,	and	that	leads	to	the	demise	of	some	relationships,	even	in	one’s	own	home.	To	be	a	Christian	
means	not	being	any	other	religious	identity.	That	means	for	some	homes	and	some	relationships	that	a	Christian	
will	not	be	accepted.	Christians,	even	today	are	on	occasion	shunned	from	their	own	families.	Christians	are	called	
upon	to	reject	behaviors	and	creeds	that	speak	against	God’s	reign	of	forgiveness,	peace,	and	reconciliation.	Jesus	
knows	this	and	repeatedly	the	church	has	to	learn	this.	The	present	times—whether	in	Jesus’	day	or	ours—require	
us	to	read	the	events	around	us	and	to	know	that	God’s	kingdom	will	not	accept	the	powers	of	the	world	that	lead	to	
domination,	control,	hate,	and	death.	Thanks	be	to	God	for	that.	What	relationships	have	you	encountered	that	are	
strained	because	of	your	faith	in	Jesus?		
Pray:	Almighty	and	merciful	God,	help	us	to	trust	the	power	of	peace	and	love	that	will	not	accept	the	powers	of	sin	and	
death,	through	Christ	our	Lord,	amen.		
	
Psalm	82:2‐4	is	a	plea	for	justice.	Justice	is	treating	others	fairly	and	showing	respect.		
Christian	service	honors	the	God	of	mercy	who	lifts	up	the	lowly.	Who	is	it	that	you	can	lift	up	this	week	with	an	act	
of	kindness?		
	
In	Hebrews	11‐12,	we	are	surrounded	by	a	“cloud	of	witnesses.”	These	are	faithful	people	in	our	lives	who	guided	us	
in	our	faith	lives.	Fill	a	bowl	with	cotton	balls	to	symbolize	clouds.	Remove	one	at	a	time	and	as	you	do	so,	name	a	
person,	current	or	past,	who	has	helped	strengthen	you	in	your	life	of	faith.	Draw	a	circle	on	a	sheet	of	paper	and	
write	your	name	in	the	center	of	the	circle.	Place	each	cotton	ball	you	have	removed	somewhere	on	the	circle.	Place	
this	sheet	in	a	visible	place	this	week	as	a	reminder	you	are	always	surrounded	by	God’s	love.	


