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July 28, 2019 9:00 & 11:00 AM 

SEVENTH SUNDAY after PENTECOST 

Persistence in prayer evoked the admiration of Jesus and wins the attention of the Lord when Abraham 

intercedes for Sodom. The life of the baptized—to be rooted and built up in Christ Jesus the Lord—is to 

be rooted in prayer. God hears and answers prayer and so strengthens God’s own. “When I called, you 

answered me; you increased my strength within me.”  
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GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE   
  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

(stand) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – who forgives all 

our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, let us remember the gift of baptism and 

confess our sin. 
   

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P God of mercy, 

C we confess that we have sinned against you, 

against one another, 

and against the earth entrusted to our care. 

We are worried and distracted by many things, 

and we fail to love you above all else. 

We store up treasures for ourselves 

and turn away from our neighbors in need. 

Forgive us, that we may live in the freedom of your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
   

P When we were laid low by sin and guilt, God made us alive together with Christ, forgiving 

us + all our trespasses by taking our sins to the cross. For freedom Christ has set us free: 

Rejoice in this good news! 

C Amen. 
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN  “Dearest Jesus, at Your Word” ELW 520 
  

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the Communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Almighty and ever-living God, 

C you are always more ready to hear than we are to pray, and you gladly give more 

than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us your abundant mercy. Forgive us 

those things that weigh on our conscience, and give us those good things that come 

only through your son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 
WORD 

 
(sit) 

FIRST
 
READING  Genesis 18:20-32 

In today’s reading, Abraham undertakes the role of a mediator between God and sinful humanity. Appealing to 

God’s Justice, Abraham boldly asks for mercy for the city of Sodom, for the sake of the few righteous people who are 

in it, including Abraham’s nephew, Lot. 
hen the Lord said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and how very 

grave their sin! 
21

I must go down and see whether they have done altogether according to 

the outcry that has come to me; and if not, I will know.” 

  
22

So the men turned from there, and went toward Sodom, while Abraham remained standing 

before the Lord. 
23

Then Abraham came near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the 

righteous with the wicked? 
24

Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city; will you then 

sweep away the place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in it? 
25

Far be it from you 

to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! 

Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” 
26

And the Lord said, 

“If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will forgive the whole place for their 

sake.” 
27

Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord, I who am but dust 

and ashes. 
28

Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the whole city for 

lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” 
29

Again he spoke to 

him, “Suppose forty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do 

it.” 
30

Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” 

T 
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He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” 
31

He said, “Let me take it upon myself to 

speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty I will 

not destroy it.” 
32

Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak just once more. 

Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.” 

L The word of the Lord.     C Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 138 (read responsively) 
1I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; 

before the gods I will sing your praise. 

 2I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name,  

 because of your steadfast love and faithfulness; 

 for you have glorified your name and your word above all things.  
3When I called, you answered me; 

you increased my strength within me. 

 4All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD, 

 when they have heard the words of your mouth. 
5They will sing of the ways of the LORD, 

that great is the glory of the LORD. 

 6The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly, 

 perceiving the haughty from afar.  
7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; 

you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me. 

 8You will make good your purpose for me; 

 O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your hands.  
 

SECOND READING Colossians 2:6-19 
Paul warns his congregation in Colossae about “the empty lure” of philosophies and traditions that compromise his 

faith. Through the gift of faith, the church is mystically connected with Christ in his death and resurrection, which is 

enacted in baptism. 
s you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in 

him, 
7
rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, 

abounding in thanksgiving. 

  
8
See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, according to 

human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and not according to 

Christ. 
9
For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 

10
and you have come to fullness in 

him, who is the head of every ruler and authority. 
11

In him also you were circumcised with a 

spiritual circumcision, by putting off the body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; 
12

when 

you were buried with him in baptism, you were also raised with him through faith in the power 

A 
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of God, who raised him from the dead. 
13

And when you were dead in trespasses and the 

uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive together with him, when he forgave us all our 

trespasses, 
14

erasing the record that stood against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, 

nailing it to the cross. 
15

He disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public example of 

them, triumphing over them in it.  

  
16

Therefore do not let anyone condemn you in matters of food and drink or of observing 

festivals, new moons, or sabbaths. 
17

These are only a shadow of what is to come, but the 

substance belongs to Christ. 
18

Do not let anyone disqualify you, insisting on self-abasement and 

worship of angels, dwelling on visions, puffed up without cause by a human way of 

thinking, 
19

and not holding fast to the head, from whom the whole body, nourished and held 

together by its ligaments and sinews, grows with a growth that is from God. 

L The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.  

C Glory to you, O Lord! 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 11:1-13 
In teaching his disciples this prayer, Jesus also reminds them to focus on God’s coming reign, God’s mercy, and the 

strengthening of the community. Jesus encourages his disciples to child-like trust and persistence in prayer. 

esus was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, 

“Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”
2
He said to them, “When you pray, say:  

 Father, hallowed be your name. 

  Your kingdom come. 

  
3
Give us each day our daily bread. 

  
4
And forgive us our sins, 

   for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. 

  And do not bring us to the time of trial.” 

J 
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5
And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and 

say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 
6
for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have 

nothing to set before him.’ 
7
And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has 

already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you 

anything.’ 
8
I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his 

friend, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs. 

  
9
“So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door 

will be opened for you. 
10

For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and 

for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 
11

Is there anyone among you who, if your 

child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? 
12

Or if the child asks for an egg, will give 

a scorpion? 
13

If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 

more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 

P The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 (sit) 

CHILDREN’S BLESSING (9:00 AM) 
Children (aged 3 years through 5

th
 grade) are invited to come forward for a blessing. Then, they may either follow 

the teacher upstairs for an extended children’s sermon (joining us again later in time for Communion) or they 

may return to their seat and use the Spark Bible and/or activity bags during the regular sermon. 

 

SERMON      Pastor Hall 
 

(stand)  

HYMN OF THE DAY “Lord, Teach Us How to Pray Aright”      ELW 745 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED  

P God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. 

 Living together in trust and hope, we confess  our faith.  

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
  

(stand) 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Response:   P Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 
 

(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to 

their needs) 
 

Illness: Richard Bock, Don Burton, Joe Doremus, Rev. Harry Fink, Junior & Marvel Green, Eunice 

Grunberg, Dolores Hiatt, Mae Johnston, Marcie Lafleur, Joan Nelson, Jean Nippert, Gary Rodene, 

Jerry Warner, family of Shirley Dietrich, Ed & Darlene White,  

Other Prayers: Those serving in the military – Amy Dyer, Brennan Hron, Wyatt Johnson, Michael 

McNeill, Daniel Milstead, Cody Ray, Sheldon Skovgaard, Michael Vutov, and Joel Woosley 

Other Prayers: Those serving in mission –  Rev. Chandran Paul Martin, India; Dr. Stephen & Jodi 

Swanson, Tanzania; Krystle Moraska & Ignacio Madrussan, Argentina; Meghan Brown Saavedra, 

Mexico; Our sister congregation, the American Church in Berlin; the Wittenberg Center and Dan & 

Ginny Rath, international translators 
 

WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE 

 P  The peace of Christ be with you always.   
 C  And also with you. 
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MEAL 
 
(sit) 

THE OFFERING IS RECEIVED 
We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this 

congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. If you are visiting with us today, please do 

not feel obligated to participate in this portion of worship. If you would like, use the QR code 

scanner on your smart phone to give online.  

 
MUSICAL OFFERING  “This is My Father’s World” Trad./Arr. Carol Tornquist 

     Barb Carlsen, soloist 
 

THE TABLE IS PREPARED 

 
 (stand) 

OFFERTORY HYMN “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” ELW 184 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

P Blessed are you, Lord God, 

C  for the greening earth given for all, for the talents we are given to share, and for this 

bread and wine. Transform us to be the body of Jesus Christ, that, feasting on this 

food and drink, our lives will reflect your generosity; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 

 
 

PREFACE FOR SUNDAYS 
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SANCTUS 

 

 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us all to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P God invites you to this table of bounty. 

C Come, the banquet is ready. 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION 
All baptized Christians who confess Jesus Christ as Lord and his Real Presence in, with and under the bread and 

wine, are welcome to the Lord’s Supper. We believe that this is the Lord’s table and is he who invites you. So you who 

are strong in faith, come with gratitude. You who feel weak in faith, come to be strengthened. And you who feel you 

have no faith, come so that the God of steadfast love will touch your heart with hope and joy. The form of 

distribution is intinction, you will receive the consecrated bread and you may then dip it in the wine. Gluten free 

bread is available; simply request it. 

 
HYMNS DURING COMMUNION  “For the Bread Which You Have Broken” ELW 494 

 “Where Charity and Love Prevail” ELW 359 

   
(stand) 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P Gracious God, 

C in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, nourished us with 

words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to 

love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and honor the 

earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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SENDING 
 

BLESSING 

P Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in him, and abound in thanksgiving; and the 

blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon you and remain with you forever. 

 

THREE-FOLD AMEN 

 

HYMN  “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”  ELW 543

 

DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace. Christ is sending you. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

+     +     + 
 





July	28	Sunday	
8:00	AM	‐	11:00	AM	Breakfast	
9:00	AM	&	11	AM	Worship	
9:00	AM	Nursery	(0‐2	yrs)	
10:10	AM	Adult	Forum	
10:10	AM	deFreese	Manor	Board	
12:00	PM	Stephen	Ministry	

July	29	Monday	
10:00	AM	Pantry	

July	30	Tuesday	
9:00	AM	Staff	Meeting	

July	31	Wednesday	
12:15	PM	Worship	

August	1	Thursday	
4:00	PM	Healing	Gift	Free	Clinic	
August	3	Saturday	
Homebound	Communion	
4:30	PM	Blood	Pressure	Checks	
5:00	PM	Worship	
August	4	Sunday	
Homebound	Communion	
8:00	AM	‐	11:00	AM	Breakfast	
9:00	AM	&	11	AM	Worship	
9:00	AM	Nursery	(0‐2	yrs)	
10:10	AM	Adult	Forum	

HOLY	COMMUNION	All	who	are	baptized	and	trust	in	Christ's	presence	in	Holy	Communion	are	invited	to	
commune	at	the	Lord's	Table.	Children	not	yet	communing	will	receive	a	blessing.	Instructions	will	be	provided	
during	worship.	It	is	the	understanding	of	the	universal	Church	that	those	who	wish	to	commune	with	bread	
only	(especially	for	health	reasons)	have	communed	fully.	

CHILDREN	IN	WORSHIP	We	believe	that	all	are	welcome	in	worship	and	encourage	families	to	worship	
together.	Quiet	activity	bags,	children’s	bibles,	and	bulletins	are	available,	as	well	as	a	Quiet	Room,	just	off	the	
west	side	of	the	main	sanctuary,	that	includes	a	TV	and	a	variety	of	toys,	games,	and	books	for	young	children.	

ATTENDANCE	CARDS	All	those	attending	worship	are	encouraged	to	 ill	out	the	card	included	in	your	bulletin	
and	place	in	the	offering	plate.	

LARGE	PRINT	BULLETINS	AND	LISTENING	DEVICES	Please	speak	to	an	usher	if	you	would	like	a	large	print	
bulletin	or	an	assisted	listening	device.	

E‐NEWS	&	SOCIAL	MEDIA	If	you	would	like	to	receive	our	weekly	e‐news	and	monthly	e‐newsletter,	add	your	
e‐mail	address	to	the	card	in	your	bulletin	or	text	your	e‐mail	address	to	22828.	

NEW	MEMBER	CLASS	If	you	are	interested	in	joining	our	congregation,	the	next	class	will	be	Sundays,	
September	29	&	October	6	from	12:15—2:00	PM.	Please	plan	to	attend	both	sessions.	Lunch	will	be	served	and	
childcare	is	provided.	New	members	will	be	received	on	October	13.	Please	indicate	your	attendance	plans	on	
your	attendance	card	or	call	the	church	of ice	by	September	22	and	let	us	know	if	you	will	need	childcare	when	
you	register.	

KOUNTZE	FOOD	PANTRY	With	July	upon	us	the	time	for	vacations	has	arrived,	at	least	for	the	Pantry	
volunteers.	Unfortunately,	most	of	our	guests	do	not	get	a	break.	Having	an	adequate	number	of	volunteers	is	
essential	to	the	Food	Pantry	operation,	and	allows	us	to	serve	over	400	guests	per	week.	If	you	can	sign‐up	for	a	
shift,	your	service	would	be	greatly	appreciated.	Pantry	is	open	every	Monday.		You	can	choose	between	9:00—	
11:00	AM,	or	11:00	AM	to	1:00	PM,	or	both.	You	do	not	need	to	have	prior	experience,	just	a	willingness	to	put	
faith	into	action!	Sign‐up	book	is	located	in	Meeting	room	A	of	the	Fellowship	Hall.		

YESTERDAY’S	YOUTH	Please	join	us	for	a	delightful	musical	program	on	Tuesday,	August	6,	12:00	PM	with	the	
very	talented	Kountze	member,	Nicole	Campbell.	A	delicious	lunch	will	be	served.	The	cost	for	lunch	is	$4.	All	
ages	welcome.	This	is	certain	to	be	a	lovely	afternoon!	Please	RSVP	to	the	church	of ice	no	later	than	Friday,	
August	2.	If	you	have	any	questions,	please	call	Sheri	Tipton	(402‐415‐6033).	We're	looking	forward	to	seeing	
everyone	there!	

SAVE	THE	DATE—YESTERDAY’S	YOUTH	IN	SEPTEMBER	Tuesday,	September	12*	(time	TBD).	All	ages	
welcome.	Please	join	us	for	a	spectacular	opportunity!	We	will	be	going	to	Camp	Carol	Joy	Holling	for	fun	and	
relaxation.	We	will	travel	by	bus	/(car	if	needed).	Our	day	will	include:	•Bus	tour	of	the	beautiful	campus,	
•Buffet	lunch	at	the	lovely	Swanson	Center	(cost	$10.50),	•A	fun	craft	with	the	camp	counselors,	•Fishing	and	
swimming,	and		•Fellowship,	relaxing,	and	observing	the	beauty	of	the	scenic	lake	and	surrounding	area.	We	
will	depart	from	camp	at	4:00	PM.	Your	non‐refundable	payment	for	lunch	is	due	at	the	time	of	sign‐up.	You	



won’t	want	to	miss	out	on	this	memorable	experience.	Please	note:	sign‐up	deadline	is	Friday,	August	16	–	no	
exceptions!	*Please	note	date	change	for	Yesterday’s	Youth.	

SUNDAY	SCHOOL	VOLUNTEERS	NEEDED!	As	the	Director	of	Children’s	Ministries,	I	deeply	appreciate	all	who	
have	considered	how	to	help	the	children	of	Kountze,	whether	through	teaching,	organizing	events,	or	offering	
to	volunteer	with	our	Sunday	school	classes.	The	children	of	Kountze	are	a	valuable	part	of	our	congregation;	
they	are	the	future.	The	children	of	Kountze	are	in	need	of	your	leadership,	enthusiasm,	and	time.	We	are	
looking	for	volunteers	in	the	pre‐school	room	on	the	2nd,	3rd,	and	5th	Sundays	of	the	month,	between	9:00	and	
10:50.	Sunday	School	leaders	are	also	needed.	We	are	looking	for	a	commitment	of	one	Sunday	each	month	for	
the	school	year.	The	lessons	are	scripted	and	all	the	materials	are	provided	ahead	of	time.	Sunday	School	is	
from	10:10	to	10:50.		Thank	you	for	considering	giving	your	time	to	the	children	of	Kountze.	No	matter	what	
your	experience	or	expertise,	we	have	a	spot	for	you!	To	join	our	program,	please	contact	Kristin	Boe	at	
kristin@kmlchurch.org.	

BLESSING	OF	THE	BACKPACKS	We	are	sending	our	teachers	and	students	back	to	school	with	prayers	and	
blessings.		We	welcome	students	and	teachers	of	all	ages	to	bring	their	backpacks,	book	bags,	or	briefcases	to	
church	on	Sunday,	August	11.	Let’s	begin	the	new	school	year	in	prayer	to	celebrate	God’s	gift	of	learning	and	
bless	those	in	their	academic	endeavors.		In	addition,	we	will	have	a	school	supply	drive	for	schools	in	the	
community.	Please	bring	notebooks,	pens,	pencils,	rulers,	glue,	crayons,	markers,	colored	pencils,	and	folders	
to	church	and	place	them	in	the	bins	provided.	With	a	few	supplies	we	can	show	the	love	of	Jesus	and	help	area	
youth	begin	the	school	year	with	con idence.		

RALLY	SUNDAY	August	18,	2019,	9:00	service.	The	2019/2020	Sunday	School	year	begins	August	18th!	Join	us	
for	prayers	and	a	procession	to	the	Upper	Rooms	for	a	blessing	on	our	new	year.		In	this	Sunday	School	year,	
we	will	be	focusing	on	the	Scared	Stories	of	the	Bible.	A	Sacred	Story	is	one	in	which	God	has	the	primary	role.	
Using	the	Godly	Play	curriculum,	we	will	tell	the	stories	of	how	people	met	God	in	Creation,	with	the	patriarchs,	
in	the	Exodus,	at	Sinai,	in	the	Temple,	in	the	Prophets’	visions,	by	encountering	Jesus,	and	more.		To	register	for	
the	Sunday	School	year,	please	go	online	to	https://form.jotform.com/91873872615165	to	get	registered.	In	
addition,	please	join	our	Facebook	page,	KMLC	Parent	Group,	for	the	latest	information	on	Sunday	School	
events.	You	can	also	 ind	a	link	to	the	registration	there.	Please	contact	Kristin	Boe	at	kristin@kmlchurch.org	
with	any	questions.		

CREIGHTON	CAMPUS	MINISTRY	UPDATE	The	Of ice	of	Campus	Ministry	at	Creighton	University	will	soon	
announce	a	position	for	a	part‐time	campus	minister	for	Protestant	ministry.	The	University	has	seen	the	value	
and	the	need	to	provide	a	communal	and	liturgical	space	on	campus	for	mainline	Protestant	students.	This	
means	that	Protestant	campus	ministry	at	Creighton	will	be	further	integrated	in	the	structures,	resources,	and	
events	on	campus.	Pr.	Hall	will	serve	in	an	advisory	capacity	as	this	person	is	hired	and,	perhaps,	continue	to	
serve	on	an	advisory	board	for	what	may	develop.	Thank	you	for	your	support	over	the	years	as	we	built	this	
ministry	and	we	ask	for	your	continued	prayers	as	this	ministry	takes	the	next	steps	in	its	development.	

ATTENDANCE	&	GIVING		
	

Saturday	Attendance:	62	
Sunday	Attendance:	9:00:	140			11:00:	84	
Midweek	‐	Noon:	7						Evening:	0	
Total:	293	
Pantry	Guests	Served:	428	
Medical	Clinic	Guests	Served:	36	
Offering:	
$12,177.54	(Regular)		$1,966.96	(Specials)	
$790.00	(Phase	2)		



NEXT	WEEK’S	READINGS:		Ecclesiastes	1:2,	12‐14;	2:18‐23;	Psalm	49:1‐12		
Colossians	3:1‐11;	Luke	12:13‐21		

© 2018 Vibrant Faith Ministries. All rights reserved.  
 Wri en by Pr. Greg Priebbenow and edited by Vibrant Faith Ministries. 
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Jesus teaches his followers to pray.  
  
These passages are related to the Lec onary texts for this Sunday. 
Sunday   Luke 11:1‐13   Jesus teaches about prayer  
Monday   Genesis 18:20‐32   Abraham haggles with God  
Tuesday   Colossians 2:6‐19   Fullness of life in Christ  
Wednesday   Exodus 32:7‐14   Moses appeals to God  
Thursday   James 5:13‐20   The prayer of faith  
Friday   Ma hew 6:5‐15   Jesus on prayer  
Saturday   Psalm 138   Praise and thanksgiving  
Sunday   Luke 12:13‐21   Parable of the rich fool  
 
 He [Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and a er he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to 
pray, as John taught his disciples.” Luke 11:1 (NRSV)  
 
A Prayer for the Week:  
Loving God, you who welcome our prayers, praise, ques ons, and our fears and frustra ons, help us to come to you 
with confidence, hope, and love. Amen.  
Meal me Prayer:  
Dear God, you who hunger for our a en on, thank you for giving us each day our daily bread. Amen. (Luke 11:3)  
A Blessing to Give:  
May the God who cares for you with the love of a parent, feed you, forgive you, and preserve you now and always.  
 
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflec ons:  

When do you pray? What do you pray for?  
How has praying made a difference in your life?  

A life of prayer is not easy. What does it take to make prayer part of our daily lives?  
 
Read: Luke 11:1‐13.  
Jesus teaches his followers to pray by giving a model prayer, a parable about perseverance, and simple words of 
wisdom on pursuing what we want with vigor. The gi  we most want is a rela onship to God, what is granted to us 
through the gi  of the Holy Spirit (v. 13). Seen this way, prayer does not disappoint. We are given an in mate 
rela onship of a parent caring for a child seen in verses 11‐13 and introduced by the first word of Jesus’ model prayer: 
“Father.” We are to ask for the essen als of life: food, forgiveness, and preserva on. Jesus’ teaching on prayer is not 
lengthy. It focuses on the essen als of life grounded in the confidence of an in mate rela onship with God. Now, just as 
Jesus is portrayed praying throughout the Gospel of Luke (3:21; 5:16; 6:12; 9:18; 9:28; 10: 21‐22; 11:1; 22:41‐44; and 
23:46), it is  me for us to do as Jesus did: pray. Look these verses up and highlight them in your Bible.  
Pray: Our Father, by your holy name give us the faith to trust in you and to seek everything in life that is part of your 
kingdom of grace, mercy, and peace. In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.  
 
James 5:13‐20 is about the prayer of faith. This scripture reading provides an example of how we are to pray for others, 
for those who are suffering, those who are sick, and those who need forgiveness. Is there someone you know who is 
need of a prayer of praise or one for healing? Find  me to be with them and pray with them.  
 
Jesus taught the disciples how to pray. He taught them the Lord’s Prayer. Nearly 2,000 years later, this same Lord’s 
Prayer is a prayer said in both our congrega ons and in our homes. Who taught you to pray the Lord’s Prayer? Pray the 
Lord’s Prayer in your home and think of hand signs or use sign language for key words as you pray. Using hand signs 
when you pray embeds the prayer in your heart and mind. Who would benefit learning this prayer from you? 	
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