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SEVENTH SUNDAY of EASTER

It is possible to hear in Jesus’ high priestly prayer, a prayer he offered shortly before his death, the petitions of the
ascended Lord for his own throughout history—to our day—and beyond. Jesus prays for us. In holy baptism we
become believers in God, have our robes washed in the flood of Christ’s forgiveness, and receive the gift of life
forever with all the saints

GATHERING
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
(stand)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – who forgives all our
sin, whose mercy endures forever.
C Amen.
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we will confess our sin, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.
P Gracious God,
C have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness
of life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
PROCESSIONAL HYMN

“Earth and All Stars!”
“Rise, O Sun of Righteousness”

ELW 423 (9AM)
ELW 657 (11AM)

EASTER GREETING
P Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the Communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
C And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Almighty God,
C form the minds of your faithful people into your one will. Make us love what you
command and desire what you promise, that, amid all the changes of this world, our
hearts will be fixed where true joy is found, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
(sit)

FIRST READING
Acts 16:16-34
The owners of a slave-girl who used her powers to tell fortunes threw Paul and Silas into jail for “healing” her and,
consequently, ruining their business. In prison, Paul and Silas bring the good news of the gospel to the jailer and his
family.
ne day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had a spirit of
divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. 17While she
followed Paul and us, she would cry out, “These men are slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim
to you a way of salvation.” 18She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very much annoyed,
turned and said to the spirit, “I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it
came out that very hour.
19
But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas
and dragged them into the marketplace before the authorities. 20When they had brought them before
the magistrates, they said, “These men are disturbing our city; they are Jews 21and are advocating
customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe.” 22The crowd joined in attacking
them, and the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and ordered them to be beaten with
rods. 23After they had given them a severe flogging, they threw them into prison and ordered the
jailer to keep them securely. 24Following these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and
fastened their feet in the stocks.
25
About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were
listening to them. 26Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the foundations of the prison
were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were
unfastened. 27When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and
was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. 28But Paul shouted in a
loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” 29The jailer called for lights, and rushing in,
he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30Then he brought them outside and said, “Sirs, what
must I do to be saved?” 31They answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you
and your household.” 32They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his
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house. 33At the same hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then he and his entire
family were baptized without delay. 34He brought them up into the house and set food before them;
and he and his entire household rejoiced that he had become a believer in God.
L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
PSALM 97
(read responsively)
1
The LORD reigns; let the earth rejoice;
let the multitude of the isles be glad.
2
Clouds and darkness surround the LORD,
righteousness and justice are the foundations of God’s throne.
3
Fire goes before the LORD,
burning up enemies on every side.
4
Lightnings light up the world;
the earth sees and trembles.
5
The mountains melt like wax
before the Lord of all the earth.
6
The heavens declare your righteous ness, O LORD,
and all the peoples see your glory.
7
Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in false gods!
Bow down before the LORD, all you gods.
8
Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice,
because of your judgments, O LORD.
9
For you are the LORD, most high over all the earth;
you are exalted far above all gods.
10
You who love the LORD, hate evil!
God guards the lives of the saints and rescues them from the hand of the wicked.
11
Light dawns for the righteous,
and joy for the honest of heart.
12
Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous,
and give thanks to God’s holy name.
SECOND READING
Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21
The ascended Christ, hidden from our sight, promises to come again. We eagerly pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,”
with all who respond to this invitation.
ee I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to everyone’s work. 13I am
the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.”
14
Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they will have the right to the tree of life and
may enter the city by the gates. …
16
“It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I am the root and
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the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”
17
The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.”
And let everyone who hears say, “Come.”
And let everyone who is thirsty come.
Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift. …
20
The one who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.”
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!
21
The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen.
L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
“Be Not Afraid”

GOSPEL RESPONSE FOR EASTER

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John.
C Glory to you, O Lord!
HOLY GOSPEL
John 17:20-26
Jesus prays that the life of his followers will be characterized by an intimate unity of identity with God. To be so
identified with God means also to share in God’s mission: to proclaim the word that will bring others into this
same unity.
esus prayed:] 20“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in
me through their word, 21that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may
they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22The glory that you have
given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, 23I in them and you in me, that
they may become completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved
them even as you have loved me. 24Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be
with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the
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foundation of the world.
25
“Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know that you have
sent me. 26I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love with which
you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.”
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
(sit)

CHILDREN’S BLESSING (9:00 AM)
Children (aged 3 years through 5th grade) are invited to come forward for a blessing. Then, they may either follow
the teacher upstairs for an extended children’s sermon (joining us again later in time for Communion) or they
may return to their seat and use the Spark Bible and/or activity bags during the regular sermon.

SERMON

Pastor Roynesdal

(stand)

HYMN OF THE DAY

“Blest Be the Tie That Binds”

HOLY BAPTISM (9:00 AM)

ELW 656
see page 227 in ELW

THE NICENE CREED (11:00 am)
C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
6

We believe in the Holy spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and he Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

CELELBRATION OF 2019 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES
Lydia Baum
Keelan Edwards
Tyler Hiatt
Madelyn Hinrichs
Anna Kotula
Ben Lampman

Robert Lampman
Kenyon Martis
Lillian O’Kane
Grace Penrod
Rachel Stouffer
Carter Wachholtz

P Today we celebrate those who are taking another step in their vocation. We ask those High School
graduates who are present, along with their parents and immediate family, to please come forward.
P Parents, in Christian love you presented your children for Holy Baptism. As these young women
and men journey further in their God-given calling, we now ask you to reaffirm the promises you
made at Baptism. Will you continue to pray for your children and to nurture their faith?
Parents: I do and I ask God to continue to help and guide me.
P Graduates, do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in Holy Baptism,
to live among God's faithful people,
to hear God's Word and share in his supper
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of our Lord Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
Graduates: I do, and I ask God to continue to help and guide me.
P People of God, as fellow members of this congregation, do you promise to continue to support and
encourage these parents and their now adult children in keeping the covenant of their baptism?
C We will with God’s help and guidance.
P Faithful God, we ask your blessing on these women and men as they enter a new season in their
lives. Bless them and grant them your gifts: joy as they live among your faithful people; openness
in hearing your Word and thankfulness in sharing your supper; eagerness in sharing the good news
of Christ through their words and actions; dedication in serving all people following the example of
the Lord Jesus; and a hunger for justice and peace.
C Amen.
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PRESENTATION OF THE QUILTS:
P Dear Friends in Christ, there was a day when your parents held you in their arms and rocked you to
sleep. They cuddled you in a blanket to keep you warm, safe and comforted. Very soon you will be
launching a new life, away from the safety and security of this home, family, church and
community. As you go out into the world, may this quilt be a reminder of your parent’s love and the
nurture of Kountze Memorial. Where ever you go, when the night is cold and you feel alone, may
it help you remember you are never alone.
P Gracious God, we bless you and thank you for giving our lives meaning and vocation. Through
you, we receive the gifts of love, joy, and forgiveness. May these quilts remind these graduates of
our love, the warmth of this faith community and the power of the Holy Spirit. And on those nights
when parents and other loved ones cannot wrap them in their arms, may they wrap themselves in
these quilts and know that in God’s family they are and never will be alone.
C Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Response: L Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer
(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to their needs)

Thanksgvivng: for the bapstism of Addison Grace Russell, daughter of Isaac and Allison Russell;
for the marriage of Layne and Alex (Clatterbuck) Jenson; for the birth of Ezra Ray Holland, son of
Nate and Kayci Holland, grandson of Tim and Jonna Holland
Sympathy: to the family and friends of Robert Mullins
Illness: Don Burton, Ralph Diggins, Rev. Harry Fink, Jr. & Marvel Green, Dolores Hiatt, Mae
Johnston, Marcie Lafleur, Joan Nelson, Jean Nippert, Bob Ringo, Gary Rodene, Merlyn Ulrich, Ed &
Darlene White
Other Prayers: Those serving in the military – Amy Dyer, Brennan Hron, Michael McNeill, Daniel
Milstead, Cody Ray, Sheldon Skovgaard, Michael Vutov, and Joel Woosley
Other Prayers: Those serving in mission – Rev. Chandran Paul Martin, India; Dr. Stephen & Jodi
Swanson, Tanzania; Krystle Moraska & Ignacio Madrussan, Argentina; Meghan Brown Saavedra,
Mexico; Our sister congregation, the American Church in Berlin
WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
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MEAL
(sit)

THE OFFERING IS RECEIVED
We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this
congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. If you are visiting with us today, please do
not feel obligated to participate in this portion of worship. If you would like, use the QR code
scanner on your smart phone to give online.
MUSICAL OFFERING

“Make Us One With You”

Mary McDonald

THE TABLE IS PREPARED
(stand)

OFFERTORY HYMN

“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”

ELW 184

OFFERING PRAYER
P Risen One,
C as you broke bread with the disciples on the shore, meet us now in this meal. Nourish us
to follow you, using our gifts to feed the hungry and tend the weary, and for all your
love’s sake. Amen.
9

HOLY COMMUNION

PREFACE FOR THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD
SANCTUS
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us all to pray:
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, gives everyone a place at the welcome table.
C Alleluia! Come to the feast.
THE DISTRIBUTION
All baptized Christians who confess Jesus Christ as Lord and his Real Presence in, with and under the bread and
wine, are welcome to the Lord’s Supper. We believe that this is the Lord’s table and is he who invites you. So you who
are strong in faith, come with gratitude. You who feel weak in faith, come to be strengthened. And you who feel you
have no faith, come so that the God of steadfast love will touch your heart with hope and joy. The form of
distribution is intinction, you will receive the consecrated bread and you may then dip it in the wine. Gluten free
bread is available; simply request it.
HYMNS DURING COMMUNION

“One Bread, One Body”
“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!”

ELW 496
ELW 634

(stand)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P Living God,
C you have greeted us in our brokenness and nourished us with the body of Christ, broken
for us. Risen to new life with you, send us now to bear your healing love into the wounded
world, in the name of our risen Savior and Lord. Amen.

11

SENDING
BLESSING
P The blessing of the living God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, surround and sustain you, keep
you from harm, and fill you with courage.
THREE-FOLD AMEN
HYMN

“O Living Bread from Heaven”

ELW 542

DISMISSAL
P Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share the Easter news.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

+

+

+
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Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church is a vibrant, historic faith
community that welcomes all and provides ministries for all
ages and walks of life. We are a “City‐wide Church with a
World‐wide Ministry” and have been worshiping, growing,
and serving in downtown Omaha for over 160 years. If you are
new to Kountze Memorial, we invite you to visit the Welcome
Desk in Fellowship Hall for more information about who we are
and what we do.

Join us each Sunday for a hot breakfast buffet
served from 8-11 AM prepared by Jim West and the kitchen
crew. The suggested donation for the hot breakfast is $5 adults,
$2.50 children 12 and younger.
Join us on Sunday mornings in the Fellowship
Hall from 10:10-10:50 AM. THIS WEEK: Recognition of
Seniors NEXT WEEK: No Forum; Fellowship time
Pastor Olaf will lead two new member
classes on Sundays, June 2 and 9. Classes will be held in the
Fellowship Lounge at 12:15 PM. Lunch will be served. Anyone
desiring to become a member of Kountze Memorial is welcome
to attend.
LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE U.S. TORNADOES A series
of powerful and destructive tornadoes ripped through parts of
the central U.S., leaving destruction in its wake. In Missouri, at
least three people were killed, homes and businesses have
been destroyed, and rescues are still underway. Tornadoes
were also reported in Oklahoma, Iowa, Texas, Louisiana and
Arkansas. Lutheran Disaster Response is working with those in
the impacted states, including partnering with local synods,
congregations and social ministry organizations to respond
with immediate relief. Gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response
designated for “U.S. tornadoes” will be used entirely (100%) to
help those affected by tornadoes until the response is
complete. If you would like to help, you may give through
Kountze or make your check out to Lutheran Disaster
Response and send to: Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, ELCA Gifts Processing Center, P.O. Box 1809,
Merri ield, VA 22116-8009. Be sure to write “U.S. tornadoes” or
“Where needed most” on your check’s memo line.

June 2 Sunday
Homebound Communion
7:45 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir Rehearsal
8:00 AM - 11:00 AM Breakfast
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs)
9:00 AM Senior Recognition
10:10 AM Recognition of Seniors Reception
12:15 PM New Member Class
June 3 Monday
10:00 AM Pantry
June 4 Tuesday
9:00 AM Staff Meeting
12:00 PM Yesterday's Youth
June 5 Wednesday
12:15 PM Worship

June 6 Thursday
4:00 PM Healing Gift Free Clinic
June 8 Saturday
5:00 PM Worship
June 9 Sunday
Pentecost
7:45 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir Rehearsal
8:00 AM - 11:00 AM Breakfast
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship
9:00 AM Nursery (0-2 yrs)
10:10 AM Adult Forum
12:00 PM Book Group
12:15 PM New Member Class

HOLY COMMUNION All who are baptized and trust in Christ's presence in Holy Communion are invited to
commune at the Lord's Table. Children not yet communing will receive a blessing. Instructions will be provided
during worship. It is the understanding of the universal Church that those who wish to commune with bread only
(especially for health reasons) have communed fully.
CHILDREN IN WORSHIP We believe that all are welcome in worship and encourage families to worship
together. Quiet activity bags, children’s bibles, and bulletins are available, as well as a Quiet Room, just off the
west side of the main sanctuary, that includes a TV and a variety of toys, games, and books for young children.
ATTENDANCE CARDS All those attending worship are encouraged to ill out the card included in your bulletin
and place in the offering plate.
LARGE PRINT BULLETINS AND LISTENING DEVICES Please speak to an usher if you would like a large print
bulletin or an assisted listening device.
E‐NEWS & SOCIAL MEDIA If you would like to receive our weekly e-news and monthly e-newsletter, add your email address to the card in your bulletin or text your e-mail address to 22828.
GREETERS NEEDED When arriving for Worship on Sunday mornings, it’s great to be greeted by a friendly “good
morning” and a smile! If you can smile and tell people “good morning” you already know how to be a Greeter and
we’d like to be able to add you to our Greeter list. You can also greet as a family if you’d like to. Kids love taking
part in this kind of Ministry! Contact the church of ice (402-341-7761) or Jim Smejkal (jim@kmlchurch.org) if
you’d like to be a Sunday morning Greeter.
KOUNTZE FOOD PANTRY The Food Pantry is in need of volunteers for the second shift (that is 11:00 am-1:00
pm, Mondays). We could use a friendly face to sign people in, and another to help the guests out and monitor the
door. Also, between 8:00 am and 10:00 am we can always use strong hearts and stronger backs for unloading the
trucks and stocking shelves. The Food Pantry is an excellent opportunity for community service hours! The green
sign up book is in the fellowship hall, room A. Thank-you for your continued support!
MEN’S LUNCHEON The Kountze men’s luncheon is held the third Thursday of every month (June 20) @ 11:30
AM. Suggested donation for lunch is $10.00. In June, Jim will give a brief update on progress in the attic space.
Please call the church of ice to sign up by June 18 so we can plan for lunch.
NEIGHBORHOOD GATHERING Mark your calendars for the 21st Annual Neighborhood Gathering on June 23 at
11:30 AM. Come enjoy food, fellowship and a really good time. The Neighborhood Gathering will take place on
the North side of the Church in the green space from 11:30 AM to 1:30 PM. All are invited - friends, neighbor’s,
anyone that wants to have a good time, are welcome to stop by and have a hot dog, popcorn or take a trolley ride
and of course the Jazz Band will be providing music for the event. We can always use volunteers so please use the
insert in the weekly bulletin to sign up or contact the Church of ice.

DISCOVERY TRIP | July 16–27, 2019 | Moshi, Tanzania In November Jonna Holland and Carol Stoltenberg
shared their Tanzania experiences with us at a Sunday morning Forum. Even though both of hem had traveled
quite a bit before, this was a special kind of trip, different and more meaningful than anything they had so far
experienced. The people they met were so poor and yet so joyful and generous. If you would like to participate in
the 2019 Discovery Trip to Tanzania, check out the details at https:// iles.constantcontact.com/8c919081201/
da73c243-3f82-4e78-8696-03d37afe9824.pdf. But BEWARE! This is a life changing adventure! Consider joining
Carol on this trip of a lifetime and get the chance to see the “big 5” African animals on a Serengeti safari as well.
SOUND BOARD & TV MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED Volunteers are needed to assist with sound at the
11:00 AM worship service as well as special services throughout the year. Training is provided and experience is
not necessary. If you are interested, please contact Mike or Julie Bratcher in the TV studio (on the north side of
the Youth Center) or call the church of ice at 402-341-7761.
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY RESTORE ‘Tidying Up’ and Decluttering Your Home. ‘Spark joy’ & ‘tidying up’ have
become coin phrases for organizing & decluttering your home, thanks to Marie Kondo. Donating items to
organizations with a good cause might make letting go of an item a little easier. Donating items to the ReStore
gives those items an opportunity to ‘spark joy’ and purpose to another family’s home. All sales pro it the local
community and provides suf icient housing to those who need it. You'll also save the land ill and can feel even
better about your decluttering process when you donate it.
ROOM AT THE INN? We are in need of two host homes for the Nebraska Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Day Camp
Counselors. They will be needing a place to stay from
Mark your calendar for these exciting summer
June 16th-June 20th . If you are able to help out please
ministry opportunities!
contact Kristin Boe.

CAROL JOY HOLLING CAMP EVENTS
40TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION on Saturday,
July 13. Enjoy old and new camp activities like
archery, zipline, making friends, boating, and much
more from 10:00 AM until 4:00 PM. We will end the
day with a community worship service at 4:00 PM. All
those who register at CarolJoyHolling.org/
anniversary before June 26 will receive an exclusive
40th Anniversary cuppie.
ANNUAL QUILT AUCTION will be held on Saturday,
July 27. We want friends like you to come and
support CJH Camp programs through this event. The
350+ quilts will be on display and the silent auction
starts at 9:00 AM. Th live auction starts at 9:30 AM.

ATTENDANCE & GIVING
Saturday Attendance: 47
Sunday Attendance: 9:00: 169 11:00: 85
Midweek ‐ Noon: 5 Evening:
Total: 306
Pantry Guests Served: Closed for Memorial Day
Medical Clinic Guests Served: 34
Offering: Not available at time of printing

Lutheran Youth Serve Omaha (LYSO)
June 10 – 14, 2019
8:30 AM – Noon
Grades K – 12th
At Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church
Chain Reaction Day Camp at Kountze
June 17 – 21
9:00 AM to 3:00 PM, Monday – Thursday
9:00AM to 1:00PM on Friday
*After care is available from 3:00 to 5:30 PM,
Monday through Thursday.
Save the Date for Vacation Bible School!
Who: All members of Kountze are
welcome. There will be
activities for everybody!
(Children must be
accompanied by an adult.)
What:
Worship, singing, crafts, service,
fellowship, and more.
When:
Friday, July 19th, 6:00 to 8:00. Saturday,
July 20th, 9:00 to noon.
Where: Kountze Fellowship Hall
Dinner will be served Friday evening and a
Continental breakfast served in the morning.
RSVP to the church of ice by calling 402-341-7761,
or email Kristin Boe at Kristin@kmlchurch.org.

Jesus prays for us and the world.
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.
Sunday
John 17:20-26
Jesus prays for his disciples
Monday
Acts 16:16-34
Paul and Silas in prison
Tuesday
Revelation 22:12-21
Christ is coming soon
Wednesday Exodus 33:12-23
Moses’ intercession
Thursday
2 Corinthians 5:16-21 The ministry of reconciliation
Friday
Luke 11:1-4
The Lord’s Prayer
Saturday
Psalm 97
The Lord brings justice
Sunday
John 14:8-17, 25-27
Jesus promises the Holy Spirit
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“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through their word, that they
may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe
that you have sent me.” John 17:20-21 (NRSV)
A Prayer for the Week: Lord Jesus, you have come into our world and our lives to love us with the love of the
Father. Heal our divisions and unite our witness to you in the world. Amen.
Mealtime Prayer: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest, and let these gifts to us be blessed. And may there be a goodly
share on every table everywhere. Amen. (Traditional German table prayer)
A Blessing to Give: May the grace of the Lord Jesus be with you and all the saints. (Revelation 22:21)
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal re lections:
 What does it mean to be a follower?
 What does it mean to be a follower of Jesus?
 In John 17:23, Jesus prays that his followers become one. As a follower of Jesus, what does this mean to you?
Read: John 17:20-26.
This concludes Jesus’ farewell address to his disciples. It immediately precedes his return to a familiar garden
where he will be met by Judas and the of icials who will take him away to die. In the Gospel of John, those who are
opposed to God are described as “the world.” At the same time Jesus prays for his followers, he prays for the
world so that the world may believe that Jesus’ Father has sent him. Even as his own suffering and death was
about to happen, he prayed for his followers and for those who would oppose him and his followers. God’s work
in Christ is the work of reconciliation that gives us the ministry of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:17-21). Jesus
prays for unity and reconciliation even while the forces of sin and destruction are closing in on him.
Understanding and resolving differences will require the love of the Father and of Jesus to be in us as disciples.
Jesus prays for us to have a loving and empowering relationship to God. How would you, as a follower of Jesus,
describe your relationship with God? With others? Pray: Loving God, come to me that I may love the world as you
have loved me, through Christ our Lord. Amen.
In John 17:20-26, Jesus prayed that the love of God may be in his followers and that their lives as disciples would
also reveal his love for others. In this passage, Jesus prayed not only for his disciples but for all future disciples.
He prayed for us. Disciples serve God through acts of kindness towards all people whether rich, poor, in need,
from a different background, or non-believers. How do you respond to Jesus praying for you? In what ways do
you show love towards others?
The disciples asked Jesus to teach them to pray in Luke 11:1-4. He taught them the Lord’s Prayer, a prayer that is
used during worship and one of the irst prayers we, as followers, teach our children at a young age. In Luke 11:2
we pray, “Your kingdom come.” After praying the Lord’s Prayer, pause and think about how God’s kingdom has
come into your life through faith in Christ and a life lived to please God.

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Romans 8:14-17; John 14:8-17 [25-27]

