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FIFTH SUNDAY in LENT

The Lord our God makes all things new. In the first reading God promises it. In the gospel Mary anticipates it,
anointing Jesus’ feet with costly perfume in preparation for the day of his burial. In the second reading we recall
the transformation of Saul, the persecutor, into Paul, the apostle. In baptism, God’s new person (you!) rises daily
from the deadly mire of trespasses and sins.

GATHERING
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
(stand)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – who gathers us in the
wilderness to redeem us, anoint us, and make us new.
C Amen.
P In these forty days, let us be honest, confess our sin, and receive God’s promise of mercy.
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.
P God at the margins,
C We have wandered far from your home; again and again, we lose our way. We turn inward,
afraid of the world around us. We forget that you have saved your people before and promise
to do so again. Do not remember the deeds of our past, but turn our faces toward the future,
where your forgiveness is sure, your welcome is clear, and your love overflows. Amen.
P Like a hen who gathers her chicks, God embraces you in tender care. Like manna in the desert, God
feeds you with surprising mercy. Like a loving parent, God runs to meet you again this day,
forgiving your sins for the sake of ☩ Christ, leading you from death into life.
C Amen.
PROCESSIONAL HYMN

“Holy God, We Praise Your Name”
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APOSTOLIC GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
C And also with you.
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KYRIE
P In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C

P For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord .
C

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord.
C

P For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
C

P Help, save comfort and defend us gracious Lord.
C
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Creator God,
C you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace waters our desert. Open our hearts
to be transformed by the new thing you are doing, that our lives may proclaim the
extravagance of your love given to all through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
(sit)

FIRST READING

Isaiah 43:16-21

The prophet declares that long ago the Lord performed mighty deeds and delivered Israel from Egyptian bondage through the
waters of the sea. Now, the Lord is about to do a new thing, bringing the exiles out of Babylon and through the wilderness in a
new exodus.

hus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, 17who brings out chariot
and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, they are extinguished, quenched like a
wick: 18Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. 19I am about to do a new
thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the
desert. 20The wild animals will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches; for I give water in the wilderness,
rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people, 21the people whom I formed for myself so that they
might declare my praise.
L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

T

PSALM 126
(read responsively)
1
When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion,
then were we like those who dream.
2
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy.
Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.”
3
The LORD has done great things for us,
and we are glad indeed.
4
Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
like the watercourses of the Negeb.
5
Those who sowed with tears
will reap with songs of joy.
6
Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed,
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.
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SECOND READING

Philippians 3:4b-14

Writing to Christians in Philippi, Paul admits that his heritage and reputation could give him more reason than most people to
place confidence in his spiritual pedigree. But the overwhelming grace of God in Jesus calls Paul to a new set of values.

P

aul writes: 4bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the
eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as
to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.
7
Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8More than that, I
regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I
have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through
faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10I want to know Christ and the power of his
resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11if somehow I may
attain the resurrection from the dead.
12
Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my
own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own;
but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on
toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.
L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
(stand)

LENTEN VERSE

“Thy Word”

Chorus:

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet And a light unto my path
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet And a light unto my path

Verse 1:

When I feel afraid And I think I've lost my way
Still You're there right beside me
Nothing will I fear As long as You are near
Please be near me to the end

Verse 2:

I will not forget Your love for me and yet
My heart forever is wandering
Jesus be my guide And hold me to Your side
I will love You to the end

CCLI Song # 14301 Amy Grant | Michael W. Smith ©1984 Meadowgreen Music Company (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)Word Music, LLC (Admin. by
Word Entertainment, LLC) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1511530.

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John.
C Glory to you, O Lord!
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HOLY GOSPEL

John 12:1-8

Judas willfully misinterprets as waste Mary’s extravagant act of anointing Jesus’ feet with costly perfume. Jesus recognizes that
her lavish gift is both an expression of love and an anticipation of his burial.

S

ix days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised from
the dead. 2There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table
with him. 3Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them
with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4But Judas Iscariot, one of his
disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, 5“Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred
denarii and the money given to the poor?” 6(He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because
he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) 7Jesus said, “Leave her
alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. 8You always have the poor with
you, but you do not always have me.”
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
(sit)

CHILDREN’S BLESSING (9:00 AM)
Children (aged 3 years through 5th grade) are invited to come forward for a blessing. Then, they may either follow
the teacher upstairs for an extended children’s sermon (joining us again later in time for Communion) or they
may return to their seat and use the Spark Bible and/or activity bags during the regular sermon.

SERMON

Pastor Hall

(stand)

HYMN OF THE DAY

“Christ, the Life of All the Living”

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
P God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ.
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Response:
L Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer
(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to their needs)
Illness: Don Burton, Dwaine Carlson, Ralph Diggins, Rev. Harry Fink, Jr. Green, Marvel Green, Dolores
Hiatt, Marcie Lafleur, Chris Meyer, Joan Nelson, David Penning, Bob Ringo, Gary Rodene, Joanna
Sauder, sister of Donna Crouse & Norma Pafford, Jeff Perkins, Merlyn Ulrich, Ed & Darlene White
Other Prayers: Those serving in the military – Amy Dyer, Brennan Hron, Michael McNeill, Daniel
Milstead, Cody Ray, Sheldon Skovgaard, Michael Vutov, and Joel Woosley
Other Prayers: Those serving in mission – Rev. Chandran Paul Martin, India; Dr. Stephen & Jodi
Swanson, Tanzania; Krystle Moraska & Ignacio Madrussan, Argentina; Meghan Brown Saavedra,
Mexico; Our sister congregation, the American Church in Berlin
WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

MEAL
(sit)

THE OFFERING IS RECEIVED
We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this
congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. If you are visiting with us today, please do
not feel obligated to participate in this portion of worship. If you would like, use the QR code
scanner on your smart phone to give online.
MUSICAL OFFERING

“Wondrous Love”

THE TABLE IS PREPARED
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arr. Pooler

(stand)

OFFERTORY HYMN

OFFERING PRAYER
P Generous God,
C you feed us with the harvest of the land, and you provide for our every need. Receive our gifts
of money, imagination, and labor, and transform them into a feast that welcomes all, in Jesus
Christ, our host and our guest. Amen.
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HOLY COMMUNION

PREFACE FOR LENT
SANCTUS

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
9

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us all to pray:
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.
C Lord, I am not worthy to receive you but only say the word and I shall be healed.
THE DISTRIBUTION
All baptized Christians who confess Jesus Christ as Lord and his Real Presence in, with and under the bread and wine, are
welcome to the Lord’s Supper. We believe that this is the Lord’s table and is he who invites you. So you who are strong in faith,
come with gratitude. You who feel weak in faith, come to be strengthened. And you who feel you have no faith, come so that the
God of steadfast love will touch your heart with hope and joy. The form of distribution is intinction, you will receive the
consecrated bread and you may then dip it in the wine. Gluten free bread is available; simply request it.

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION

“Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart”
“Lord, Who the Night You Were Betrayed”
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(stand)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

“The Nunc Dimittis”
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SENDING
DISMISSAL OF EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
BLESSING
P Almighty God the Father, who fills the creation with abundance, Jesus Christ, who spreads his arms
in forgiveness, and the Holy Spirit, who draws ever near to us, + bless you and bring you to life
everlasting.
THREE-FOLD AMEN
HYMN

“Take My Life, That I May Be”

ELW 685

DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Remember the poor.
C Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE

+

+

+
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Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church is a vibrant, historic faith
community that welcomes all and provides ministries for all
ages and walks of life. We are a “City‐wide Church with a
World‐wide Ministry” and have been worshiping, growing,
and serving in downtown Omaha for over 160 years. If you are
new to Kountze Memorial, we invite you to visit the Welcome
Desk in Fellowship Hall for more information about who we are
and what we do.

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
SATURDAY, 5:00 PM
Lector
Kathy Englert
Ushers
Kathy Englert
Theresa Gruber
Comm. Set‐up Donna Reinig
SUNDAY, 9:00 AM
Comm. Asst.
Dan Collett
Lorie Groenjes
Scott Henneman
Lector
Ruth Henneman
Ushers
John Georgeson
Jim Comfort
Joe Councill
Dave Forrest
Jeff Perkins
Fred Wachal
Chad Wachholtz
Janice Falk
Greeters
Vickie Wichert
Darlene Anderson
Crucifer
Clara Kidder
Acolytes
Anna Kidder
Kaitlyn Munguia
SUNDAY, 11:00 AM
Comm. Asst.
Deb Hinrichs
June Anderson
Lector
Jacob Rump
Ushers
Lee Johnson
Linda Johnson
Ken Johnson
Norm Sack
Greeters
Peggy Johnson
Myrna Carter
Crucifer
Torin Edwards
Acolytes
Abby Rigas
Communion Assistant

ADULT FORUM Join us on Sunday mornings in the Fellowship Hall
from 10:10‐10:50 AM. THIS WEEK: What’s New In Lutheran‐Catholic
Dialogue? NEXT WEEK: No Forum (Palm Sunday)
CHURCH PHOTO DIRECTORY We are getting ready to create a new
photo directory and we need you to help make it complete! Our
directory will showcase our families, provide contact information, and
become a useful resource to keep us connected. By participating, you
will receive a printed and electronic version of the new directory at no
cost to you. Sign up today for your professional photography session. 1.
Schedule your appointment online on our website
(www.kmlchurch.org) 2. Look for sign‐up tables on
weekends, located in the Fellowship Hall 3. Use the QR
code in this announcement page 4. or call (Susie: 402‐596
‐9397; Darlene: 402‐558‐0772; Cookie: 402‐593‐0429;
Liz: 402‐957‐4775) for assistance. Our directory won’t be
complete without you. Photos will be taken May 14‐18,
21‐25, and 28‐June 1. Sign up today!

JOYFUL SOUNDS CHILDREN’S CHOIR Join us each Sunday from 9:00—
9:30 AM. All children (K— 5th grade) who want to praise our Lord by
(ConƟnued on page 2)

April 7 Sunday
Homebound Communion
7:45 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir Rehearsal
8:00 AM ‐ 11:00 AM Breakfast
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship
9:00 AM Nursery (0‐2 yrs)
9:00 AM Joyful Sounds Children's Choir (gr K‐5)
10:10 AM Adult Forum
10:10 AM Youth Forum (gr 9‐12)
10:10 AM Sunday School (2yr‐8th gr)
10:10 AM deFreese Manor Board
12:15 PM 1st Communion Class
6:00 PM Youth Choir Rehearsal
April 8 Monday
10:00 AM Pantry
5:30 PM Congregational Activities Committee
April 9 Tuesday
9:00 AM Staff Meeting
April 10 Wednesday
9:00 AM Sewing Group
11:00 AM Lenten Lunch
12:15 PM Worship
5:00 PM Youth Choir Rehearsal
5:45 PM Lenten Dinner

7:00 PM Worship
April 11 Thursday
Council Reports Due
9:30 AM WELCA Board Meeting
11:30 AM Property Committee
4:00 PM Healing Gift Free Clinic
April 12 Friday
Wedding Rehearsal
April 13 Saturday
2:30 PM Conroy & McDermott Wedding & Reception
5:00 PM Worship
April 14 Sunday
Palm Sunday
7:45 AM & 10:00 AM Adult Choir Rehearsal
8:00 AM ‐ 11:00 AM Breakfast
April 14 Sunday
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Worship
9:00 AM Nursery (0‐2 yrs)
9:00 AM Joyful Sounds Children's Choir (gr K‐5)
10:10 AM Youth Forum (gr 9‐12)
10:10 AM Sunday School (2yr‐8th gr)
10:30 AM Executive Committee
12:00 PM Book Group

singing, meet in the Joyful Sounds Studio on the 2nd loor.
Our Youth Forums this winter and
spring will focus on vocations. Kountze Members will speak to you about their profession, the education
necessary to attain the profession, and the work involved. They will also speak about how their faith in God
impacts their vocation. Most important, there will be time for you to ask questions about the work they do.
April 7
Engineering—Tarna Kidder, Construction Manager, Kiewit Building Group, Inc.
April 14
Banking & Finance: Micah Fannin, Mercer Investment Consulting
April 21
Easter—No Youth Forum
April 28
Agriculture/Natural Sciences
FIRST COMMUNION CLASS An introduction to Holy Communion for those children and youth receiving their
First Communion on Maundy Thursday, will continue this Sunday, April 7 from 12:15‐1:00 PM.
LUTHERAN YOUTH CHOIR OF THE OMAHA AREA rehearsal this Sunday afternoon, April 7, at 6:00 PM. This
ensemble welcomes Middle School/High School singers and instrumentalists from all denominations. Join us as
we Sing a New Song to the Lord! Contact Janet Campbell with questions by email (Janet@kmlchurch.org) or call
402‐880‐0155. We will also rehearse on Wednesday, April 10 at 5:00 PM.
NEBRASKA FLOODS Individuals and congregations wanting to support the future cleanup
efforts, can send donations to the Nebraska Synod Disaster Fund. You can make the check out to
Kountze and we'll make sure it gets to them. Please include "Nebraska Floods" in the memo line of
your check or on your giving envelope. You may also mail your check to: Nebraska Synod ELCA, 6757
Newport Avenue, Suite 200, Omaha, NE 68152.
HOLY COMMUNION All who are baptized and trust in Christ's presence in Holy Communion are
invited to commune at the Lord's Table. Children not yet communing will receive a blessing. Instructions will be

provided during worship. It is the understanding of the
universal Church that those who wish to commune with
bread only (especially for health reasons) have
communed fully.
CHILDREN IN WORSHIP We believe that all are welcome
in worship and encourage families to worship together.
Quiet activity bags, children’s bibles, and bulletins are
available, as well as a Quiet Room, just off the west side of
the main sanctuary, that includes a TV and a variety of
toys, games, and books for young children.
ATTENDANCE CARDS All those attending worship are
encouraged to ill out the card included in your bulletin
and place in the offering plate.
LARGE PRINT BULLETINS AND LISTENING DEVICES
Please speak to an usher if you would like a large print
bulletin or an assisted listening device.
E‐NEWS & SOCIAL MEDIA If you would like to receive
our weekly e‐news and monthly e‐newsletter, add your
e‐mail address to the card in your bulletin or text your
e‐mail address to 22828.
FOOT CARE CLINIC Trinity Episcopal Cathedral (113 N.
18th Street) Thursday, April 18, 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM. Our
friends at Trinity Episcopal Cathedral are offering a foot
care clinic for all in need. If you would like to volunteer to
offer podiatry care (if you have a medical background or
pedicure experience) or to help with set up and
interacting with guests, please contact Fr. Steven King at
Trinity Cathedral (402‐342‐7010;
sking@trinityepiscopal.org) or Pr. Hall. If you would like
to donate new socks and/or shoes, please also contact Fr.
King or Pr. Hall.
YOU ARE INVITED to a recital given by our own Janet
Carlsen Campbell, Mezzo‐soprano, on Sunday, May 5,
2:00–3:00 PM entitled “Rise Heart; Thy Lord is Risen”
which will feature songs of Love, Light, and Life. Be sure
to invite your family & friends.

Mark your calendar for these exciting summer
ministry opportunities!
Lutheran Youth Serve Omaha (LYSO)
June 10 – 14, 2019
8:30 AM – Noon
Grades K – 12th
At Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church
Chain Reaction Day Camp at Kountze
June 17 – 21
9:00 AM to 3:00 PM, Monday – Thursday
9:00AM to 1:00PM on Friday
*After care is available from 3:00 to 5:30 PM,
Monday through Thursday.

LENT AT KOUNTZE
Wednesdays: April 10 and Thursday,
April 18 (Maundy Thursday)
Lunch:
11:00 AM ‐ 12:00 PM
Dinner:
5:45 ‐6:45 PM
Worship:
12:15 PM and 7:00 PM
Cost:
Free‐will Offering
All KMLC children, youth, friends, and families are
invited to join us for lunch and/or dinner
Wednesdays during Lent. Come and celebrate your
Lenten journey at Kountze Memorial this year!
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED to help prepare the
meals. If you can help for one or more meals, please
speak with Marlys Duin or Pastor Olaf.
MENU FOR APRIL 10
Potato Soup and Lasagna Soup
Italian Sliders
Come hungry and join us!
We have the Spirit, yes we do! We have the Spirit,
how about you?
This play on words with the popular cheer
reminds us of our Nebraska Synod’s 2019 Lenten
Theme, We are Church Together. The Holy Spirit
uses us all in ways we haven’t dreamed or imagined
to be the Church Together.
Since one of the goals is to unite congregations
across the Nebraska Synod in common conversation
during Lent 2019. It is a wonderful opportunity for
us as individual disciples and as a congregation
(together with the rest of the Synod) to explore what
it means that we are the Church Together.
Our inal topic will be:
April 10: “We Are Connected”
ATTENDANCE & GIVING
Saturday A endance: 45
Sunday A endance: 9:00: 206 11:00: 119
Midweek ‐ Noon: 62 Evening: 90
Total: 522
Pantry Guests Served: 407
Medical Clinic Guests Served: 35
Oﬀering:
$39,087.54 (Regular) $13,774.98 (Specials)
$2,497.00 (Phase 2) $ (Me

Mary shows Jesus extravagant love.
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.
Sunday
John 12:1‐8
Mary anoints Jesus at Bethany
Monday
Isaiah 43:16‐21
The Lord will prepare the way
Tuesday
Philippians 3:4b‐14
Running toward the goal
Wednesday
Deuteronomy 15:7‐11
How to treat the poor
Thursday
2 Corinthians 2:14‐17
Aroma of Christ
Friday
Isaiah 43:1‐15
God promises restoration
Saturday
Psalm 126
A harvest of joy
Sunday
Luke 19:28‐40
Blessed is the king who comes
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Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house
was illed with the fragrance of the perfume. John 12:3 (NRSV)
A Prayer for the Week:
Dear God, through Christ you touch us with lavish love and care. Help us to respond with reverence and joy for all that
you do for us. Amen.
Mealtime Prayer:
God of the harvest, we thank you for illing our bodies with good things and our hearts with joy. Amen.
A Blessing to Give:
May the Lord give you a heart to dream and a mouth illed with laughter and shouts of joy. (Psalm 126:1‐2)
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal re lections:
How do you show others that you care for them?
Mary anointed Jesus’ feet with expensive perfume. Why do you think she did that?
God’s love is extravagant. How do you experience God’s abundant love?





Read: John 12:1‐8.
A wise adage says, “Take time to smell the roses.” Life is to be experienced and enjoyed. Sometimes in the midst of our
daily schedules and pressures, we forget to slow down and experience the joy of life in God’s presence. Mary didn’t. In
fact, at great cost and with grand gestures she does the unthinkable. She used expensive perfume on Jesus’ feet and
wiped them with her hair. She broke the norm in her day of contact between men and women but not the norm of faith
and love. The room was illed with a wonderful aroma. In the Gospel of John, Mary is the irst person to act out her
devotion to Jesus. As Jesus approaches Jerusalem and his impending death, there is a preciousness about life and God’s
saving work that Mary captures, a preciousness we are all called to capture and experience with deep reverence. It
identi ies a sensation that ills an entire room with the fragrance of the good news of Jesus Christ. How do you slow
down to enjoy the beauty of God’s presence and saving work in your life?
Pray: Lord Jesus, you who gave everything to love us and save us from our sins, help us to pause, give thanks, and
experience the joy of life in your presence. Amen.
When Jesus says in John 12:8, “You always have the poor with you,” some see it as an insensitive slight to the needs of
the poor. However, Jesus was possibly referring to Deuteronomy 15:11, which commands generosity toward the poor
“since there will never cease to be some in need on the earth.” Mary’s act of washing Jesus’ feet with costly perfume was
an extravagant act of kindness. In what ways can you show extravagant love for Jesus by caring for the poor with acts of
kindness?
In John 12:1‐8, we learn that Mary [sister of Martha and Lazarus] spread on Jesus’ feet expensive perfume (imported
from the Himalayas). By anointing Jesus, Mary was pointing forward to his sufferings and death soon thereafter. Part of
the Christian tradition is to lavish worship space with fragrances to represent the beautiful aroma of Christ in the world
(2 Corinthians 2:15). Use perfume or scented oil to “anoint” your hands or those of another and then pray: Lord Jesus,
thank you for dying on the cross for us. Make our lives like a sweet perfume, attracting others to you. Amen.

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: Isaiah 50:4‐9a; Psalm 31:9‐16
Philippians 2:5‐11; Luke 22:14‐23:56

