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March 17, 2019 9:00 & 11:00 AM 

SECOND SUNDAY in LENT 

Though we sometimes doubt and often resist God’s desire to protect and save us, our God persists. In 

holy baptism, God’s people have been called and gathered into a God-initiated relationship that will 

endure. Lent provides the church with a time and a tradition in which to seek the face of the Lord again. 

Lent provides another occasion to behold the God of our salvation in the face of the Blessed One who 

“comes in the name of the Lord.” 
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GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE    
  

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

(stand) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – who gathers us in 

the wilderness to redeem us, anoint us, and make us new. 

C Amen. 
 

P In these forty days, let us be honest, confess our sin, and receive God’s promise of mercy. 
   

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P God at the margins, 

C We have wandered far from your home; again and again, we lose our way. We turn 

inward, afraid of the world around us. We forget that you have saved your people 

before and promise to do so again. Do not remember the deeds of our past, but turn 

our faces toward the future, where your forgiveness is sure, your welcome is clear, 

and your love overflows. Amen. 
 

P Like a hen who gathers her chicks, God embraces you in tender care. Like manna in the 

desert, God feeds you with surprising mercy. Like a loving parent, God runs to meet you 

again this day, forgiving your sins for the sake of ☩ Christ, leading you from death into 

life. 

C Amen. 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  “God Is Here!” ELW 526 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord.  
 

C  
 

 

 
 

 
P For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord . 
 

C  
 

 

 
 

 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity 

of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

C  
 

 

 
 

 
P For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord. 
 

C  
 

 

 
 

 
P Help, save comfort and defend us gracious Lord. 
 

C  
 

 

 

 

 

  



4 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Almighty God, 

C in the mystery of the cross you promise everlasting life to the world. Gather all 

peoples into your arms, and shelter us with your mercy, that we will rejoice in the life 

we share in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 

WORD 
 

(sit) 

FIRST
 
READING  Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 

God promises a childless and doubting Abram that he will have a son, that his descendants will be as numerous as 

the stars, and that the land of Canaan will be their inheritance. Abram’s trust in God is sealed with a covenant-

making ceremony, a sign of God’s promise. 

fter  these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, 

Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 
2
But Abram said, 

“O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer 

of Damascus?” 
3
And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my 

house is to be my heir.” 
4
But the word of the Lord came to him, “This man shall not be your 

heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 
5
He brought him outside and said, 

“Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, 

“So shall your descendants be.” 
6
And he believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as 

righteousness. 

   
7
Then he said to him, “I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give 

you this land to possess.” 
8
But Abram said, “O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall possess 

it?” 
9
He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram 

three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 
10

He brought him all these and cut them in 

two, laying each half over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. 
11

And when birds 

of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 

  
12

As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying 

darkness descended upon him. 

  
17

When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed 

between these pieces. 
18

On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your 

descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates.” 

L  The word of the Lord.     C  Thanks be to God. 

A 
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PSALM 27    (read responsively) 
1
The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? 

The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 

   
2
When evildoers close in against me to devour my flesh, 

 they, my foes and my enemies, will stumble and fall. 
3
Though an army encamp against me, my heart will not fear. 

Though war rise up against me, my trust will not be shaken. 

 
4
One thing I ask of the LORD; one thing I seek; 

 that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life;  

to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek God in the temple. 
5
For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter, 

hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high upon a rock. 

 
6
Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me. 

 Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing;  

I will sing and make music to the LORD. 
7
Hear my voice, O LORD, when I call; 

have mercy on me and answer me. 

 
8
My heart speaks your message— “Seek my face.” 

 Your face, O LORD, I will seek. 
9
Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger. 

Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of my salvation. 

 
10

Though my father and my mother forsake me, 

 the LORD will take me in. 
11

Teach me your way, O LORD; 

lead me on a level path, because of my oppressors. 
12

Subject me not to the will of my foes,  

 for they rise up against me, false witnesses breathing violence. 
13

This I believe—that I will see the goodness of the LORD 

in the land of the living! 

 
14

Wait for the LORD and be strong. 

 Take heart and wait for the LORD! 

 

SECOND READING Philippians 3:17—4:1 
Although Paul’s devotion to Christ has caused him to be persecuted, he does not regret the course he has taken. 

Writing from prison, he expresses confidence in a glorious future and encourages other Christians to follow in his 

footsteps. 

rothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the 

example you have in us. 
18

For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often told 

you of them, and now I tell you even with tears. 
19

Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; 

and their glory is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. 
20

But our citizenship is in 

B 
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heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
21

He will 

transform the body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the 

power that also enables him to make all things subject to himself. 
4:1

Therefore, my brothers and 

sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my 

beloved. 

L  The word of the Lord.     C  Thanks be to God. 
 

(stand)  

LENTEN VERSE “Thy Word”  
 

 Chorus:  Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet  And a light unto my path 

 Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet  And a light unto my path 
 

 Verse 1: When I feel afraid  And I think I've lost my way 

 Still You're there right beside me 

 Nothing will I fear  As long as You are near 

 Please be near me to the end 
 

 Verse 2: I will not forget  Your love for me and yet 

 My heart forever is wandering 

 Jesus be my guide  And hold me to Your side 

 I will love You to the end 
 

CCLI Song # 14301 Amy Grant | Michael W. Smith ©1984 Meadowgreen Music Company (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)Word Music, LLC (Admin. by Word Entertainment, LLC) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1511530. 

 

 P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.   

 C  Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 13:31-35 
Neither Herod’s plotting nor Jerusalem’s resistance to maternal love will deter Jesus from his sacrificial mission. 

t, that very hour some Pharisees came and said to Jesus, “Get away from here, for Herod 

wants to kill you.” 
32

He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out 

demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. 
33

Yet 

today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to 

be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ 
34

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and 

stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a 

hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! 
35

See, your house is left to 

you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one 

who comes in the name of the Lord.’” 

P The Gospel of the Lord.    C Praise to you, O Christ. 
  

A 
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(sit) 

CHILDREN’S BLESSING (9:00 AM) 

Children (aged 3 years through 5
th

 grade) are invited to come forward for a blessing. Then, they may either follow 

the teacher upstairs for an extended children’s sermon (joining us again later in time for Communion) or they 

may return to their seat and use the Spark Bible and/or activity bags during the regular sermon. 
 

SERMON      Pastor Roynesdal 
 

(stand)  
HYMN OF THE DAY “On My Heart Imprint Your Image”       ELW 811 

  (sung twice) 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

  P  God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. 

  Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

 C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, 

  God's only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

   I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  

  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Response:   L  Lord, in your mercy,    

 C  hear our prayer 
 

(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to their needs) 
 

Sympathy: to the family and friends of Val Gene Splittgerber, father of Julie Milks 
 

Illness:  Don Burton, Ralph Diggins, Rev. Harry Fink, father of Stacy Martin, Jr. Green, Marvel 

Green, Dolores Hiatt, Marcie Lafleur,  Alan Larsen,  Chris Meyer, son of Lynn and Nancy 
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Meyer, Joan Nelson, David Penning, Bob Ringo, Gary Rodene, Dorothy Stanzel, Sheri 

Tipton, Marlys Thomas, Merlyn Ulrich, Ed & Darlene White 
 

Other Prayers: Those serving in the military – Amy Dyer, Brennan Hron, Michael McNeill, 

Daniel Milstead, Cody Ray, Sheldon Skovgaard, Michael Vutov, and Joel Woosley 
 

Other Prayers: Those serving in mission –  Rev. Chandran Paul Martin, India; Dr. Stephen & 

Jodi Swanson, Tanzania; Krystle Moraska & Ignacio Madrussan, Argentina; Meghan Brown 

Saavedra, Mexico; Our sister congregation, the American Church in Berlin 

 

WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE 

P  The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C  And also with you. 

 

 
MEAL 

 
 
(sit) 

THE OFFERING IS RECEIVED 
We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this 

congregation possible. We encourage everyone to give. If you are visiting with us today, please do 

not feel obligated to participate in this portion of worship. If you would like, use the QR code 

scanner on your smart phone to give online.  
 

MUSICAL OFFERING  “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross ”  Gilbert M. Martin 
 

THE TABLE IS PREPARED 
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(stand) 

OFFERTORY HYMN 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

P Generous God, 

C  you feed us with the harvest of the land, and you provide for our every need. Receive 

our gifts of money, imagination, and labor, and transform them into a feast that 

welcomes all, in Jesus Christ, our host and our guest. Amen.  
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HOLY COMMUNION 

 

 

PREFACE FOR LENT 

 

SANCTUS 
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us all to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen. 
  

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Christ has prepared the feast. 

C Come to the table where all are welcomed home. 

THE DISTRIBUTION 
All baptized Christians who confess Jesus Christ as Lord and his Real Presence in, with and under the bread and 

wine, are welcome to the Lord’s Supper. We believe that this is the Lord’s table and is he who invites you. So you who 

are strong in faith, come with gratitude. You who feel weak in faith, come to be strengthened. And you who feel you 

have no faith, come so that the God of steadfast love will touch your heart with hope and joy. The form of 

distribution is intinction, you will receive the consecrated bread and you may then dip it in the wine. Gluten free 

bread is available; simply request it. 

 

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION  “Thy Holy Wings”  ELW 613 

 “Around You, O Lord Jesus”  ELW 468 

 “O Bread of Life from Heaven”  ELW 480 
 

 (stand) 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION “The Nunc Dimittis” 
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SENDING 
 

BLESSING 

P Almighty God the Father, who fills the creation with abundance, Jesus Christ, who spreads 

his arms in forgiveness, and the Holy Spirit, who draws ever near to us,  + bless you and 

bring you to life everlasting. 

 

THREE-FOLD AMEN 

 

HYMN  “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”  ELW 618 

     

DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace. Serve Jesus Christ. 

C Thanks be to God!  

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

+     +     + 



KOUNTZE	STAFF	
		
Pr.	Olaf	Roynesdal	 Senior	Pastor	
Pr.	Ashley	Hall	 Associate	Pastor	
Pr.	Inba	Inbarasu	 Visitation	Pastor	
Kristin	Boe	 Christian	Ed	Coordinator	
Debbie	Bogue	 Of ice	Manager	
Sarah	Jewell	 Administrative	Assistant	
Steve	Jacobson	 Staff	Treasurer	
Judi	Boe	 Financial	Secretary	
Jim	Smejkal	 Bldg.	Super./Dir.	of	Cong.	
	 Activities	
Søren	Johnson	 Custodian	
Barbara	Carlsen	 Dir.	of	Music	&	Fine	Arts	
Donna	Moessner	 	Dir.	of	Children’s	Music	
Danny	Bos	 Custodian	
Mark	Jones	 Organist	
David	Gerard	 Saturday	Accompanist	
Sheri	Lynn	Tipton	 Night	Security	Manager	
Norma	Pafford	 Nursery	Superintendent	
Joyce	Palmer	 Urban	Ministries	Coordinator	
		

WORSHIP	ASSISTANTS		
	

SATURDAY, 5:00 PM 
Lector Debra Kelly 
Ushers Duane Hovendick 
 Penny Hovendick 
Comm. Set‐up Penny Hovendick 
SUNDAY, 9:00 AM 
Comm. Asst. Steve Jacobson 
 Susie Henry 
 Rhonda Wachholtz 
Lector Rick Kolkman 
Ushers Glenn Anderson 
 Dan Colle  
 Ted Kaasch 
 Mark Mahaffey 
 Gary Westerman 
 Bob Woodworth 
 Marcy Madison 
Greeters Sharon Anderson 
 Carole Meilahn 
 Karen Wolf 
Crucifer Clara Kidder 
Acolytes Anna Kidder 
 John Groenjes 
SUNDAY, 11:00 AM 
Comm. Asst. Ann Miller 
 Norm Sack 
Lector Bruce Anderson 
Ushers Adam Klinker 
 Linda Hoagland 
 Julie O'Doherty 
Greeters Julie King 
Crucifer Torin Edwards 
Acolytes Anna Kotula 
 Communion Assistant 

ADULT	FORUM	Join	us	on	Sunday	mornings	in	the	Fellowship	Hall	from	
10:10‐10:50	AM.	THIS	WEEK:	No	Forum	NEXT	WEEK:	What	is	a	‘Theology	
of	the	Cross’?	

NEW	MEMBER	CLASS	If	you	are	interested	in	joining	our	congregation,	
join	us	this	Sunday	and	next,	March	17	&	24,	from	12:15—2:00	PM.	Plan	to	
attend	both	sessions.	Lunch	will	be	served	and	childcare	is	provided.	

CHURCH	PHOTO	DIRECTORY	We	are	getting	ready	to	
create	a	new	photo	directory	and	we	need	you	to	help	
make	it	complete!	Our	directory	will	showcase	our	
families,	provide	contact	information,	and	become	a	useful	
resource	to	keep	us	connected.	By	participating,	you	will	
receive	a	printed	and	electronic	version	of	the	new	
directory	at	no	cost	to	you.	Sign	up	today	for	your	professional	
photography	session.	1.	Schedule	your	appointment	online	on	our	
website	(www.kmlchurch.org)	2.	Look	for	sign‐up	tables	on	weekends,	
located	in	the	Fellowship	Hall	3.	Use	the	QR	code	in	this	announcement	
page	4.	or	call	(Susie:	402‐596‐9397;	Darlene:	402‐558‐0772;	Cookie:	
402‐593‐0429;	Liz:	402‐957‐4775)	for	assistance.	Our	directory	won’t	
be	complete	without	you.	Sign	up	today!		

PASTOR	HALL	is	not	here	this	weekend	because	he	is	participating	in	
the	most	recent	round	of	U.S.	Lutheran‐Roman	Catholic	dialogue	at	St.	
Mary’s	Seminary	in	Baltimore,	MD.	The	group	is	reviewing	a	 inal	draft	of	
the	summary	report	for	dialogue’s	work	on	the	topic	of	“Faithful	Teaching.”	
Pr.	Hall	will	return	next	week.		

(Con nued on page 2) 

	 March	16	&	17	2018	
	

Kountze	Memorial	Lutheran	Church	is	a	vibrant,	historic	faith	
community	that	welcomes	all	and	provides	ministries	for	all	
ages	and	walks	of	life.		We	are	a	“City‐wide	Church	with	a	

World‐wide	Ministry”	and	have	been	worshiping,	growing,	
and	serving	in	downtown	Omaha	for	over	160	years.	If	you	are	
new	to	Kountze	Memorial,	we	invite	you	to	visit	the	Welcome	
Desk	in	Fellowship	Hall	for	more	information	about	who	we	are	

and	what	we	do.	

2650 Farnam Street Omaha, NE 68131 
402-341-7761 www.kmlchurch.org 



March	17	Sunday	
7:45	AM	&	10:00	AM	Adult	Choir	Rehearsal	
8:00	AM	‐	11:00	AM	Breakfast	
9:00	AM	&	11:00	AM	Worship	
9:00	AM	Nursery	(0‐2	yrs)	
9:00	AM	Joyful	Sounds	Children's	Choir	(gr	K‐5)	
10:00	AM	Blood	Pressure	Checks	
10:10	AM	Adult	Forum	
10:10	AM	Youth	Forum	(gr	9‐12)	
10:10	AM	Sunday	School	(2yr‐8th	gr)	
10:30	AM	Executive	Committee	
12:15	PM	New	Member	Class		

March	18	Monday	
10:00	AM	Pantry	
6:00	PM	Clinic	Admin	Meeting	

March	19	Tuesday	
9:00	AM	Staff	Meeting	
1:00	PM	Prayer	Shawl	Group	
6:00	PM	Congregational	Council	

March	20	Wednesday	
11:00	AM	Lenten	Lunch	
12:15	PM	Worship	

5:45	PM	Lenten	Dinner	
7:00	PM	Worship	

March	21	Thursday	
11:30	AM	Men's	Luncheon	
4:00	PM	Healing	Gift	Free	Clinic	
6:00	PM	Christian	Education	Committee	
7:00	PM	Circle	5	

March	23	Saturday	
5:00	PM	Worship	

March	24	Sunday	
7:45	AM	&	10:00	AM	Adult	Choir	Rehearsal	
8:00	AM	‐	11:00	AM	Breakfast	
9:00	AM	&	11:00	AM	Worship	
9:00	AM	Nursery	(0‐2	yrs)	
9:00	AM	Joyful	Sounds	Children's	Choir	(gr	K‐5)	
10:10	AM	Adult	Forum	
10:10	AM	Youth	Forum	(gr	9‐12)	
10:10	AM	Sunday	School	(2yr‐8th	gr)	
12:00	PM	Stephen	Ministry	
12:15	PM	New	Member	Class	
6:00	PM	Youth	Choir	Rehearsal	

HOLY	COMMUNION	All	who	are	baptized	and	trust	in	Christ's	presence	in	Holy	Communion	are	invited	to	
commune	at	the	Lord's	Table.	Children	not	yet	communing	will	receive	a	blessing.	Instructions	will	be	provided	
during	worship.	It	is	the	understanding	of	the	universal	Church	that	those	who	wish	to	commune	with	bread	
only	(especially	for	health	reasons)	have	communed	fully.	

CHILDREN	IN	WORSHIP	We	believe	that	all	are	welcome	in	worship	and	encourage	families	to	worship	
together.	Quiet	activity	bags,	children’s	bibles,	and	bulletins	are	available,	as	well	as	a	Quiet	Room,	just	off	the	
west	side	of	the	main	sanctuary,	that	includes	a	TV	and	a	variety	of	toys,	games,	and	books	for	young	children.	

ATTENDANCE	CARDS	All	those	attending	worship	are	encouraged	to	 ill	out	the	card	included	in	your	bulletin	
and	place	in	the	offering	plate.	

LARGE	PRINT	BULLETINS	AND	LISTENING	DEVICES	Please	speak	to	an	usher	if	you	would	like	a	large	print	
bulletin	or	an	assisted	listening	device.	

E‐NEWS	&	SOCIAL	MEDIA	If	you	would	like	to	receive	our	weekly	e‐news	and	monthly	e‐newsletter,	add	your	
e‐mail	address	to	the	card	in	your	bulletin	or	text	your	e‐mail	address	to	22828.	

	

JOYFUL	SOUNDS	CHILDREN’S	CHOIR		Join	us	each	Sunday	from	9:00—9:30	AM.	All	children		(K—	5th	grade)	who	
want	to	praise	our	Lord	by	singing,	meet	in	the	Joyful	Sounds	Studio	on	the	2nd	 loor.		

Our	Youth	Forums	this	winter	and	
spring	will	focus	on	vocations.	Kountze	Members	will	speak	to	you	about	their	profession,	the	education	necessary	
to	attain	the	profession,	and	the	work	involved.	They	will	also	speak	about	how	their	faith	in	God	impacts	their	
vocation.	Most	important,	there	will	be	time	for	you	to	ask	questions	about	the	work	they	do.		
March	17	 Pharmacology—Larry	Camenzind	
March	24	 Information	Technology	or	Computer	Programming	—Speaker	TBD	
March	31	 Food	Industry—Speaker	TBD	



KMLC	MEN’S	LUNCHEON	Thursday,	March	21,	11:30	
AM	(Please	RSVP	by	March	19).	Please	join	us	at	
Kountze	Memorial	for	the	Men’s	Luncheon.	We	will	
have	a	presentation	from	ENOA	(Eastern	Nebraska	
Of ice	on	Aging).	Mary	Ann	Eusebio,	who	is	their	
Division	Director;	Information	&	Assistance/ADRC	
Program	Coordinator,	will	share	with	us	their	different	
programs	that	help	seniors	in	our	communities.	Please	
RSVP	to	the	church	of ice	by	Tuesday	March	19	or	to	
jim@kmlchurch.org	

LUTHERAN	YOUTH	CHOIR	OF	THE	OMAHA	AREA	
Join	this	new	creative,	spiritual,	musical,	joyful,	soulful,	
vibrant	ensemble	in	sharing	the	Good	News	of	God's	
abundant	Love!	This	ensemble	welcomes	Middle	
School/High	School	singers	and	instrumentalists	from	
all	denominations.	Join	us	as	we	Sing	a	New	Song	to	the	
Lord!	Rehearsals	are	March	24,	April	7,	10,	28,	and	May	
25	with	the	concert	on	May	29	at	Kountze	Memorial.	
Please	email		to	let	us	know	that	you	will	joining	us!!		

ORDER	OF	SAINT	JOHN	COMMISSIONING	AND	
APPRECIATION	LUNCH		Sunday,	March	31.	
Commissioning:	11:00	AM	Worship	Service	Luncheon:	
12:15	PM	in	the	Fellowship	Hall	Cost:	Free.	The	OSJ	
Sponsors	are	hosting	an	appreciation	luncheon	for	all	
current	OSJ	members,	alums,	and	parents.	Acolytes	will	
take	part	in	a	special	commissioning	during	the	11:00	
AM	worship	service.	Then,	we	will	gather	in	the	
Fellowship	Hall	at	12:15	PM	for	an	appreciation	
luncheon	and	present	the	2019	Outstanding	Acolyte	
Award.	A	group	photo	will	also	be	taken.	Please	plan	to	
attend	this	event	as	we	honor	all	those	who	serve	in	
this	very	meaningful	ministry.	Make	your	reservations	
by	calling	or	texting	Jeff	and	Robin	Perkins	at	402‐917‐
2461	by	Sunday,	March	24.	

FIRST	COMMUNION	CLASS	An	introduction	to	Holy	
Communion	for	those	children	and	youth	receiving	
their	First	Communion	on	Maundy	Thursday,	will	be	
held	in	a	two‐part	session,	on	Sundays,	March	31	&	
April	7	from	12:15‐1:00	PM.	More	details	to	follow.	
Please	register	with	the	church	of ice.	For	more	
information,	contact	Pr.	Hall	or	Kristin	Boe.	

HELP	DELIVER	ALTAR	FLOWERS	TO	THE	SICK	&	
HOMEBOUND	After	the	11:00	AM	service	on	Sundays,	
donated	altar	 lower	bouquets	are	taken	to	
hospitalized	members,	nursing	homes	or	care	centers.	
This	is	a	great	way	to	brighten	someone’s	day	and	to	
grow	friendships!	Please	contact	the	church	of ice	at	
402‐	341‐7761	or	via	email	at	info@kmlchurch.org	if	
you	are	interested	in	volunteering.	

ATTENDANCE	&	GIVING	

(	Saturday	Attendance:	57	
Sunday	Attendance:	9:00:	166			11:00:	165	
Midweek	‐	Noon:	48						Evening:	100	
Total:	536	
Pantry	Guests	Served:	395	
Medical	Clinic	Guests	Served:	Snow	Day	
Offering:	
$18,006.37	(Regular)		$4,340.67	(Specials)	
$2,809.00	(Phase	2)	$	(		

	
	

LENT	AT	KOUNTZE	

Wednesdays:	 March	20,	27,		
	 April	3,	10	and	Thursday,		
	 April	18	(Maundy	Thursday)	
Lunch:	 	 11:00	AM	‐	12:00	PM	
Dinner:	 	 5:45	‐6:45	PM	
Worship:	 	 12:15	PM	and	7:00	PM	
Cost:	 	 Free‐will	Offering	

All	KMLC	children,	youth,	friends,	and	families	are	in‐
vited	to	join	us	for	lunch	and/or	dinner	Wednesdays	dur‐
ing	Lent.	Come	and	celebrate	your	Lenten	journey	at	
Kountze	Memorial	this	year!	VOLUNTEERS	ARE	NEEDED	
to	help	prepare	the	meals.	If	you	can	help	for	one	or	more	
meals,	please	speak	with	Marlys	or	Pastor	Olaf.	

MENU	FOR	MARCH	20	
Baked	Potato	Bar	with	lots	of	toppings	including	ham,	

chili,	cheese	and	more...	
Tomato	Soup	and	Caesar	Salad	
Come	hungry	and	join	us!	

We have the Spirit, yes we do! We have the Spirit, 
how about you? 

This	play	on	words	with	the	popular	cheer	reminds	us	
of	our	Nebraska	Synod’s	2019	Lenten	Theme,	We	are	
Church	Together.	The	Holy	Spirit	uses	us	all	in	ways	we	
haven’t	dreamed	or	imagined	to	be	the	Church	Together.		
Since	one	of	the	goals	is	to	unite	congregations	across	

the	Nebraska	Synod	in	common	conversation	during	Lent	
2019.	It	is	a	wonderful	opportunity	for	us	as	individual	
disciples	and	as	a	congregation	(together	with	the	rest	of	
the	Synod)	to	explore	what	it	means	that	we	are	the	
Church	Together.	

The	schedule	of		Wednesday	topics	will	be:	

March	20:		“Shaped	by	Word	and	Sacrament”	

March	27:	“Diversity	and	Challenges”	

April	3:	“Joys	and	Burdens”	

April	10:	“We	Are	Connected”	



NEXT	WEEK’S	READINGS:		Isaiah	55:1‐9;	Psalm	63:1‐8		
1	Corinthians	10:1‐13;	Luke	13:1‐9		
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Stand	 irm	in	the	Lord.	
	
Sunday		 Luke	13:31‐35		 Jesus’	sorrow	over	Jerusalem		
Monday		 Genesis	15:1‐12,	17‐18		 God’s	covenant	with	Abram		
Tuesday		 Philippians	3:17–4:1		 Stand	 irm	in	the	Lord		
Wednesday		 Matthew	23:37‐39		 Lament	over	Jerusalem		
Thursday		 Joshua	1:1‐9		 Be	strong	and	courageous		
Friday		 1	Thessalonians	5:12‐22		 Paul’s	exhortations		
Saturday		 Psalm	27		 A	song	of	trust		
Sunday		 Luke	13:1‐9		 Parable	of	the	 ig	tree		
	
Therefore,	my	brothers	and	sisters,	whom	I	love	and	long	for,	my	joy	and	crown,	stand	 irm	in	the	Lord	in	this	way,	my	
beloved.		
Philippians	4:1	(NRSV)		
	
A	Prayer	for	the	Week:		
Almighty	and	everlasting	God,	bless	us	with	faith	and	con idence	to	trust	your	word	and	serve	in	your	kingdom	of	
healing	and	mercy.	Through	Christ	our	Lord,	amen.		
Mealtime	Prayer:		
Dear	God,	may	this	food	help	us	to	see	your	goodness	in	the	land	of	the	living.	Amen.	(Psalm	27:14)		
A	Blessing	to	Give:		
May	the	Lord	give	you	strength	and	good	courage	as	you	wait	for	the	Lord.	(Psalm	27:13)		
	
Discuss	in	your	home,	small	group,	or	use	for	personal	re lections:		
Tell	or	think	about	a	time	you	have	lacked	con idence	in	yourself.		
We	all	doubt	ourselves,	our	abilities,	and	our	decisions	at	times.	What	helps	you	to	be	con ident	of	who	you	are	and	
what	you	are	doing?		

 In	Genesis	15:9‐18,	God	provided	a	promise	and	a	covenant	act	that	committed	God	to	Abram	and	his	descendants.	
What	promise	has	God	made	to	you?	How	does	God	keep	the	promise	alive	for	you?		

	
Read: Luke 13:31‐35.  
In	a	surprising	twist,	Pharisees	warn	Jesus	of	Herod’s	threats	on	his	life.	In	a	very	candid	moment,	Jesus	brushes	aside	
the	threat	of	an	earthly	empire.	Jesus’	work	is	utterly	too	serious	to	be	concerned	with	“that	fox,”	King	Herod.	Jesus	
characterizes	his	work	as	a	hen	caring	for	her	brood	of	chicks	while	they	resist	her	protection.	The	focus	of	his	concern	
is	the	deeper	needs	of	people	for	“the	one	who	comes	in	the	name	of	the	Lord”	(Luke	13:35),	not	the	powers	of	an	
empire.	As	the	Apostle	Paul	wrote,	“…	our	citizenship	is	in	heaven,	and	it	is	from	there	that	we	are	expecting	a	Savior,	
the	Lord	Jesus	Christ”	(Philippians	3:20).	The	threat	of	earthly	powers	is	not	as	important	as	Jesus’	(and	our)	mission	to	
bring	hope	and	protection	to	those	who	remain	in	darkness.	Our	texts	this	week	challenge	us	to	trust	and	believe	this	
(Genesis	15:6;	Psalm27;	and	Philippians	3:20–4:1).	The	Bible	is	 illed	with	encouragement	to	trust	God	precisely	
because	we	can	so	easily	turn	away	from	God.	How	do	you	stand	 irm	in	God’s	promise	and	love?		
Pray:	Almighty	God,	help	us	to	trust	you	alone	and	not	to	give	in	to	the	threats	of	those	who	would	claim	power	over	us.	In	
the	name	of	Jesus	Christ,	the	one	who	came	to	protect	us,	amen.		
	
We	can	be	scared	by	those	who	threaten	our	sense	of	safety	in	daily	life.	Our	own	fears	can	make	the	threats	even	
worse.	Be	a	servant	of	peace	and	hope	for	those	you	meet	this	week	by	taking	time	for	a	caring	conversation,	listening	
to	concerns,	and	praying	with	them.	Offer	a	spirit	of	calm	and	trust	expressed	in	Psalm	27:1:	“The	LORD	is	my	light	and	
my	salvation;	whom	shall	I	fear?	The	LORD	is	the	stronghold	of	my	life	of	whom	shall	I	be	afraid?”		
	
Lent	is	a	season	of	waiting.	Psalm	27:14	states:	“Wait	for	the	LORD;	be	strong,	and	let	your	heart	take	courage;	wait	for	
the	LORD!”	The	Hebrew	word	for	“wait”	also	means	“hope.”	Plant	amaryllis	or	paperwhite	narcissus	bulbs	in	a	shallow	
pot	 illed	with	soil.	Add	water	and	keep	them	in	a	place	with	indirect	sunlight	for	about	two	weeks.	Then	place	them	in	a	
warm	spot.	These	plants	will	begin	to	bloom	in	about	four	weeks.	As	you	wait	and	hope	for	the	plants	to	bloom,	think	
about	Psalm	27:14	daily	in	observance	of	Lent.	


