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LESSONS and CAROLS SUNDAY

Is Christmas over? Perhaps your life has returned to normal after Christmas. Perhaps year end business—
effects from new tax laws—has you scurrying about. Perhaps expectations of a picture perfect holiday have left
you more burdened with frustration and guilt.
May this time of worship remind us that Christmas is God's gift of Emmanuel, God-with-us. Thus, in every
moment, in every circumstance may we breath the Angels's declaration: Glory to God in the highest!

PRELUDE

GATHERING
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
(stand)

“Angels, from the Realms of Glory”

GATHERING CAROL

ELW 275

Verses 1 & 4

OUR NEED for a SAVIOR
LESSON

Genesis 3:1-15

N

ow the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made.
He said to the woman, "Did God say, 'You shall not eat from any tree in the garden'?" 2The
woman said to the serpent, "We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; 3but God said,
'You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it,
or you shall die.'" 4But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not die; 5for God knows that
when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and
evil." 6So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the
eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she
also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were
opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made
loincloths for themselves.
8
They heard the sound of the Lord GOD walking in the garden at the time of the evening
breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord GOD among the
trees of the garden. 9But the Lord GOD called to the man, and said to him, "Where are
you?" 10He said, "I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked;
and I hid myself." 11He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree
of which I commanded you not to eat?" 12The man said, "The woman whom you gave to be with
me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate." 13Then the Lord GOD said to the woman, "What
is this that you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent tricked me, and I ate." 14The Lord
GOD said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and
among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your
life. 15I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he
will strike your head, and you will strike his heel."
A The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
3

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Almighty God,
C you created us to live in fellowship with you and in harmony with all of your creation,
but we have turned away from you. Sometimes we feel hatred of you. At times we
want to love you but cannot find it in ourselves to do so. Forgive us. By your Holy
Spirit draw us to yourself, that we can worship again your Son, our Savior. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
P God has not forgotten our abandoned us in our need. God has sent to us a Savior. In him
we are forgiven. Through him we serve so our broken world can be restored. Let us
believe this good news of Christmas.
C In Christ we are forgiven and made new. Amen.
CAROL

“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”

ELW 288

APOSTOLIC GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Almighty God,
C you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more wonderfully
restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to share our
humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

4

THE PROMISES of a SAVIOR
(sit)

LESSON

A Just Lawmaker

Deuteronomy 18:15-19

T

he LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people;
you shall heed such a prophet. 16This is what you requested of the LORD your God at Horeb
on the day of the assembly when you said: "If I hear the voice of the LORD my God any more,
or ever again see this great fire, I will die." 17Then the LORD replied to me: "They are right in
what they have said. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own people; I
will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I
command. 19Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I
myself will hold accountable.
A The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
“Joy to the World”

CAROL

ELW 267

Verses 1 & 4

LESSON

A Righteous King

Isaiah 11:1-9

A

shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 2The
spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3His delight shall be in the
fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 4but
with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he
shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the
wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his
loins. 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the
lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 7The cow and the bear shall
graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8The nursing
child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's
den. 9They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.
A The word of the Lord.
CAROL

C Thanks be to God.

“It Came upon the Midnight Clear”
Verses 1 & 4

5
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The Lord’s Servant

LESSON

Isaiah 42:1-10a

H

ere is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my
spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2He will not cry or lift up his
voice, or make it heard in the street; 3a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick
he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 4He will not grow faint or be
crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his
teaching. 5Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who
spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to
those who walk in it: 6I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by
the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, 7to
open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those
who sit in darkness. 8I am the LORD, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise
to idols. 9See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they
spring forth, I tell you of them. 10Sing to the LORD a new song, his praise from the end of the
earth! Let the sea roar and all that fills it, the coastlands and their inhabitants.
A The word of the Lord.
CAROL

C Thanks be to God.

“Let All Together Praise Our God”
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Verses 1-3 & 5

THE GIFT of a SAVIOR
LESSON

God with us…

Matthew 1:18-25

N

ow the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the
Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public
disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of
the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take
Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son,
and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." 22All this took place
to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
23
"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, "God is with us." 24When Joseph awoke
from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no
marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.
A The word of the Lord.
CAROL

C Thanks be to God.
“Away in a Manger”
6
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… in humility …

LESSON

Luke 2:1-7

I

n those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended
from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was
engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver
her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid
him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn..
A The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

CAROL
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Verses 1 & 3

… making us children …

LESSON

Galatians 4:4-7

B

ut when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the
law, 5in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as
children. 6And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts,
crying, "Abba! Father!" 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir,
through God.
A The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

CAROL

“Love Has Come”

LESSON

… of God.

ELW 292
John 3:16-17

F

or God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but may have eternal life.
17
Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the
world might be saved through him.
A The word of the Lord.
CAROL

C Thanks be to God.

“All My Heart Again Rejoices”
Verses 1 & 3

7
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OUR RESPONSE to the SAVIOR
LESSON

Colossians 3:12-17

A

s God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint
against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must
forgive. 14Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect
harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the
one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one
another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs
to God. 17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him.
A The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

(stand)

“From Heaven Above”

CAROL

ELW 268

Verses 1 & 3

HOLY BAPTISM (5:00 PM)

Lila Stone Fogleman

(see page 227)

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Response:

P Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to their needs)

Thanksgiving: For the baptism of Lila Stone Fogleman, daughter of Nick & Katie; for the
marriage of Nathan Hagge & Amanda Filler
Illness: Marvin Andersen, Donna Crouse, Jr Green (husband of Marvel), Eunice Grunberg,
Virginia Jensen, Sheri Tipton, Ed White
Other Prayers: Those serving in the military – Amy Dyer, Brennan Hron, Michael McNeill,
Daniel Milstead, Sheldon Skovgaard, Michael Vutov, and Joel Woosley
Other Prayers: Those serving in mission – Rev. Chandran Paul Martin, India; Dr. Stephen &
Jodi Swanson, Tanzania; Krystle Moraska & Ignacio Madrussan, Argentina; Lindsay Mack,
Mexico; Our sister congregation, the American Church in Berlin
THE PEACE IS SHARED
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
8

MEAL
(sit)

THE OFFERING IS RECEIVED
Advent is an annual reminder that God is patient with us – patiently forgiving us
again and again; while giving us – again and again – all we need to live as his
disciples. In response, Sunday after Sunday – again and again – we give our offerings
in thankfulness to God. Thank you for your faithful giving!

THE TABLE IS PREPARED
(stand)

OFFERTORY HYMN

“From Heaven Above”

ELW 268

Verses 10 & 12

10 Were earth a thousand times as fair
and set with gold and jewels rare,
still such a cradle would not do
to rock a prince so great as you.

12 Ah, dearest Jesus, holy child,
prepare a bed, soft, undefiled,
a quiet chamber in my heart,
that you and I may never part.

OFFERING PRAYER
P God with us:
C You came as a baby to a manger. You slept on straw and greeted shepherds. You
come again in bread and wine. Remind us how good you are at blessing ordinary
things. And then, through these gifts, help us to bless the lives of others in the strength
of your holy name. Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

9

“From Heaven Above”

SANCTUS

ELW 268

Verses 13 & 14

13 My heart for very joy now leaps;
my voice no longer silence keeps;
I too must sing with joyful tongue
the sweetest ancient cradle-song:

14 "Glory to God in highest heav'n,
who unto us the Son has giv'n."
With angels sing in pious mirth
a glad new year to all the earth!

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Joy to the world! The Lord is come.
C Let every heart receive your Savior.
(sit)

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION
“Let Our Gladness Have No End”
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

ELW 291
ELW 270

(stand)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P On this day, O God, you gave us Christ the Son to save us.
C As you sent the one foretold, send us now with good news for all people. Let the
gladness of this feast have no end as we share with others the joy that fills us; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

10

SENDING
BENEDICTION
P May Christ, who by his incarnation has filled us with grace and truth, give you peace this
Christmas and always. Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever.
C Amen.
SENDING CAROL

“Go Tell It on the Mountain”

DISMISSAL
P
C
P
C

Glory to God in the highest!
Peace to God’s people on earth!
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
+

+

11

+
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