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REFORMATION SUNDAY

On this day we celebrate the heart of our faith: the gospel of Christ—the good news—that makes us free! We pray that the
Holy Spirit would continue to unite the church today in its proclamation and witness to the world. In the waters of baptism
we are made one body; we pray for the day that all Christians will also be one at the Lord’s table.
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PRELUDE

Kountze Brass

GATHERING
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
(stand)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, the one who
reforms us again and again.
C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power.
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

P Source of all life,
C We confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free.
We fear that we are not good enough.
We hear your word of love freely given to us,
yet we expect others to earn it.
We turn the church inward,
rather than moving it outward.
Forgive us. Stir us.
Reform us to be a church powered by love,
willing to speak for what is right,
act for what is just,
and seek the healing of your whole creation. Amen.
P God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us and to empower our lives in the world.
Our sins are forgiven, ☩God’s love is unconditional, and we are raised up as God’s people
who will always be made new, in the name of Jesus Christ.
C Amen.
PROCESSIONAL HYMN

“The Church's One Foundation”
First verse: All
Second verse: All
Third verse: Women
Fourth verse: Men
Fifth verse: All
3

ELW 654

APOSTOLIC GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C And also with you.
HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Almighty God, gracious Lord,
C we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and
comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and
bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
(sit)

FIRST READING

Jeremiah 31:31-34

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to live upright lives. To know the
Lord means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because the
Lord will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets.

T

he days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of
Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their
ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that
they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33But this is the covenant that I will make
with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will
write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall
they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from
the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember
their sin no more.
A The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 46 (read responsively)
1

God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
2
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
3
though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
4
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
5
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
God shall help it at the break of day.
6
The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth melts away.
7

The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
8
Come now, regard the works of the Lord,
what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
9
behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
10
“Be still, then, and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”
11
The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
SECOND READING

Romans 3:19-28

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. No human beings make
themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with God through the divine
activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ.

N

ow we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that
every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For
“no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the
law comes the knowledge of sin.
21
But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the
law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.
For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are
now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God
put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show
his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously
committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies
6

the one who has faith in Jesus.
27
Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by
the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by
the law.
A The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

(stand)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
THE HOLY GOSPEL

John 8:31-36

Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the truth that sets people free from
sin.

said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my
Jesus
disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” They answered
32

33

him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean
by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”
34
Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to
sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there
forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”
P The Gospel of our Lord

C Praise to you, O Christ.

(sit)

CHILDREN’S BLESSING (9:00 AM)
Children (aged 3 years through 5th grade) are invited to come forward for a blessing. Then, they may either follow the teacher
upstairs for an extended children’s sermon (joining us again later in time for Communion) or they may return to their seat
and use the Spark Bible and/or activity bags during the regular sermon.

SERMON

Pastor Hall
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(stand)

HYMN OF THE DAY

“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”

ELW 504

THE APOSTLES' CREED
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Response:

P Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to their needs)

Thanksgiving: For the youth affirming their baptism: Grayson & Ainsley Christensen
Illness: Jr Green (husband of Marvel), Eunice Grunberg, Susie Henry, Virginia Jensen
Sympathy: To the family and friends of Donald Lamphere
Other Prayers: Those serving in the military – Amy Dyer, Brennan Hron, Michael McNeill,
Daniel Milstead, Sheldon Skovgaard, Michael Vutov, and Joel Woosley
Other Prayers: Those serving in mission – Rev. Chandran Paul Martin, India; Dr. Stephen &
Jodi Swanson, Tanzania; Krystle Moraska & Ignacio Madrussan, Argentina; Lindsay Mack,
Mexico; Our sister congregation, the American Church in Berlin

8

THE PEACE IS SHARED
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

MEAL
(sit)

THE OFFERING IS RECEIVED
We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this church
possible. We encourage everyone to give. If you are visiting with us today, please do not feel obligated to
participate in this portion of worship. If you would like, use the QR code scanner on your smart phone to
give online or use the giving kiosk in the Fellowship Hall.

THE TABLE IS PREPARED
OFFERTORY ANTHEM

“Christ is Made the Sure Foundation”

John Ferguson

Adult Choir, Middle & High School Choir,
Kountze Brass, and Congregation

Congregation join on last verse:
Praise and honor to the Father, Praise and honor to the Son,
Praise and honor to the Spirit ever three and ever one:
One in might and one in glory while unending ages run!
(stand)

OFFERTORY HYMN

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

C Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav'nly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711

OFFERING PRAYER
P God of life,
C you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of our life and our labor. Take
them, offered in great thanksgiving, and use them to set a table that will heal the
whole creation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Light. Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

(The Thanksgiving continues)

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…
…and join their unending hymn:
SANCTUS

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
10

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Speak to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread,
C and make us one with you.
We ask God’s blessing on those young members who are making their First Holy Communion today:
Carson Burton
Lilian Kassal
(sit)

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION

“Lamb of God”
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HYMNS DURING COMMUNION
“Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart”
“Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness”

ELW 750
ELW 488

(stand)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P Holy and compassionate God,
C in bread and wine you give us gifts that form us to be humble and courageous. May
your words come to life in our serving and in our witness, that we might speak a living
voice of healing and justice to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our rock and our
redeemer. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
P Almighty God, creator of all things, speaking reformation into being; Jesus Christ, savior
of the world, raising the dead; Holy Spirit, living voice, calling and enlightening the
church: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C Amen.
HYMN

“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”

ELW 597

First verse: Choir
Second verse: Women
Third verse: Men
Fourth verse: All

DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Sound the good news.
C Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Kountze Brass
+

+

+
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