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December 18, 2016 9:00 & 11:00 AM 

FOURTH SUNDAY of ADVENT 

Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name him Emmanuel. The gospel is Matthew’s 
account of the annunciation and birth of the one named Emmanuel, God-with-us. During these final days of 
Advent we pray, “O come, O come, Emmanuel,” a beloved hymn based on ancient prayers appointed for the 
seven days preceding Christmas. On this final Sunday in Advent we prepare to celebrate the birth of the One born 
to save us from the power of sin and death, the God who comes to reconcile the world to Himself. 
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PRELUDE  Past Three O’Clock Guy Ratcliffe, Arr. 
    Kountze Handbell Choir 
 
    

 GATHERING 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

(stand) 

LITANY 

P At every beginning there is a yearning for the one who is coming. O Emmanuel, 

C Surprise us by your coming. 

P We gather together to let God's good news reorient our lives. O Emmanuel, 

C Surprise us by your coming. 

P We wait for the day when all the world will see the sign that God is with us. O Emmanuel, 

C Surprise us by your coming. 

P We are shocked by how God comes close, even at this very moment. O Emmanuel, 

C Surprise us by your coming. 

P Jesus, we welcome your presence now with the lighting of these candles, whose flames bring 
warmth to winter and fill this place with the glow of hope. 

C Amen. 
 
All four candles are lit. 
 

HYMN Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah ELW 240 
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BLESSING 

P Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. 

C In your Son, Emmanuel, you have shown us your light and saved us from the power of 
sin. Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath. Increase our longing for your 
presence, that at the celebration of your Son's birth his Spirit might dwell anew in our 
midst, for he is our light and our salvation. Blessed be God forever. 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn ELW 242 
 

GREETING  

P The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the Communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all! 

C And also with you. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE   

 
 



4 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. 

C With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that 
eagerly we may receive your promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING Quem Pastores Guy Ratcliffe, Arr. 
    Kountze Handbell Choir 

 
 

WORD 

 (sit) 

FIRST READING  Isaiah 7:10-16 
An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented a serious threat to King Ahaz of Judah. In response, Ahaz 
decided to secure his throne and kingdom by seeking refuge in Assyrian help. Isaiah reminds Ahaz that human 
attempts to establish security will fail. The prophet gives the sign of Immanuel that is the only source of true safety: 
God is with us! 
  

he Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 
11

Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high 
as heaven. 

12
But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. 

13
Then Isaiah 

said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God 
also? 

14
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and 

shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 
15

He shall eat curds and honey by the time he 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 

16
For before the child knows how to refuse the 

evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.” 

A  The word of the Lord. C  Thanks be to God. 
 

  

T 
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PSALM 80:1-7, 17-19 

 

 
 

1
Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 

  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

2
In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 

  stir up your strength and come to help us. 

3
Restore us, O God; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

4
O Lord God of hosts, 

  how long will your anger fume when your people pray?  R 

 

5
You have fed them with the bread of tears; 

  you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

6
You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 

  and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

7
Restore us, O God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

17
Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 

  the one you have made so strong for yourself. 

18
And so will we never turn away from you; 

  give us life, that we may call upon your name. 

19
Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.  R 

 

SECOND READING Romans 1:1-7 
Most of the Christians in Rome do not know Paul. In this letter’s opening he introduces himself as an apostle divinely 
appointed to spread God’s gospel. The gospel’s content is the promised coming of Christ, and Paul’s mission is to 
bring about the obedience of faith among all nations, including his Roman audience. 
  

aul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 
2
which he 

promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 
3
the gospel concerning his Son, 

who was descended from David according to the flesh 
4
and was declared to be Son of God with 

power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
5
through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among 

all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, 
6
including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus 

Christ, 
  

7
To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:  

  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

A  The word of the Lord. C  Thanks be to God. 

P 
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(stand)  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION O Come, O Come, Emmanuel ELW 257 
  Verses 1 & 2  

 

 
 
  



7 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL  Matthew 1:18-25 
Matthew’s story of Jesus’ birth focuses on the role of Joseph, who adopts the divinely-begotten child into the family of 
David and obediently gives him the name Jesus, which means “God saves.” 
 

ow the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy 

Spirit. 
19

Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, 
planned to dismiss her quietly. 

20
But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your 
wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 

21
She will bear a son, and you are to name 

him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 
22

All this took place to fulfill what had been 
spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
 

23
“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.”

24
When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 

commanded him; he took her as his wife, 
25

but had no marital relations with her until she had borne 
a son; and he named him Jesus. 

P  The Gospel of our Lord  C  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(sit) 

CHILDREN’S BLESSING (9:00 AM) 

Children (aged 3 years through 5
th

 grade) are invited to come forward for a blessing. Then, they may either follow 
the teacher upstairs for an extended children’s sermon (joining us again later in time for Communion) or they may 
return to their seat and use the Spark Bible and/or activity bags during the regular sermon. 

 

SERMON  Pastor Moessner 
 

(stand) 

HYMN OF THE DAY Lost in the Night ELW 243 
 

  

N 
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APOSTLES' CREED 

 C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 

   

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic Church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 

   and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Response:   P Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 
 

(In our prayers today, during a time of silence, pray for those listed below and for others according to their needs) 
 

Illness: Edie Goodwin, LeClare Steffen, Dee Luchsinger, Darlene White 

 

Sympathy: To the family and friends of Luthea Root 

 

Other Prayers: Those serving in the military – Amy Dyer, Michael McNeill, Daniel Milstead, 
Sheldon Skovgaard, Michael Vutov, and Joel Woosley 
 

Other Prayers: Those serving in mission –  Rev. Chandran Paul Martin, India; Dr. Stephen & 
Jodi Swanson, Tanzania; Krystle Moraska & Ignacio Madrussan, Argentina; Lindsay Mack, 
Mexico; Justin Perkins (Young Adults in Global Mission), Argentina/Uruguay; Our sister 
congregation, the American Church in Berlin 

 

THE PEACE IS SHARED 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
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MEAL 

(sit) 

THE OFFERING IS RECEIVED 
We glorify God in our giving. Our offering is an act of worship that makes the ministries of this 
church possible. We encourage everyone to give. If you are visiting with us today, please do not 
feel obligated to participate in this portion of worship. If you would like, use the QR code scanner 
on your smart phone to give online or use the giving kiosk in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

THE TABLE IS PREPARED 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM A Tiny Child will Come D. Besig and N. Price 
 

(stand) 

OFFERTORY HYMN Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

   P  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
         praise him, all creatures here below;  
         praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
         praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

 Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

P Savior of the nations, come. 

C  Make your home here in us. Feed us with your love, that our faith shine ever new and 
our lives reveal your light. Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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(The Thanksgiving continues) 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 
   …and join their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
   who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you. Share in the feast of salvation. 
C Amen. 
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(sit) 

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION Lamb of God 

 
 

 Creator of the Stars of Night ELW 245 
 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came ELW 265 
 

(stand) 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P God for whom we wait,  

C you come to us in the broken bread and the cup we share. Make us ready always to 
welcome Christ into our hearts, and send us forth to be your people in the world, 
announcing your coming among us in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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SENDING 

BLESSING 

P May Christ, the Sun of righteousness, shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before 

your path. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C Amen.  
 

HYMN Joy to the World ELW 267 
 

DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  
  

POSTLUDE 
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